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Editor’s Letter 


Making TV history: Doctor 
Who’ s first Black Time Lord 


SINCE DOCTOR WHO ~ undoubtedly the BBC's most famous franchise 
~ was first broadcast on television 60 years ago, the time-travelling 
alien has appeared in many forms. Originally played by a 55-year-old 
white male actor, William Hartnell, the Doctor has ~ so far ~ been 
recast 13 times, portrayed pethaps most famously by Tom Raker (aged 
40 at the time) and more recently by David Tennant (then aged 34), 
before a 35-year-old Jodie Whittaker took control of the TARDIS in 
2017 as the first female Doctor, 

Since its “reboot in 2005, the series has garnered an entirely new generation of fans ~ 
kids and adults alike ~ and become a global phenomenon. Asis common with cult franchise 
shows from Star Wars to Star Trek, each change of lead has either been joyously embraced 
or furiously derided (or is itjust an angry sci troll thing?). 

As the serles prepares to enter a nev era, spearheaded by fan-favourite writer Russell 
‘T Davies, this issue’s cover star Neuti Gatwa is stepping tp as the new Time Lord. Where 
Jodie had to fend off misogynistic criticism that the continually regenerating Doctor could 
possibly be re-imagined as a woman, Gatwa has been subject to questions over whether 
the alien from the planet Galifrey located in a binary star system 250 million light years 
from Barth could be a Black person 

1n asimilar situation, speaking about why he stepped away from the idea that he could 
play James Bond, Idris Elba recently commented on the backlash against a fictional 
character being played by a person that wasn’t a white man, “Those that weren't happy 
about the idea made the whole thing disgusting and off-putting, because it became about 
race,” he told the SmartLess podcast. “It became about nonsense and I got the brunt of 

Diversity fs more than just a buzz word about representing the reality of the world we 
live in. Casting people in roles that challenge and change our experience of a character 
reinvigorates decades-old franchises that otherwise run the risk of becoming repetitive 
and stale, Finding new ways of presenting these characters is not a tick-box exercise; it 
allows producers and writers to introduce fresh dimensions and perspectives toa familiar 
story. How many times do you want the same narrative sold back to you in the same form? 

It’s also worth remembering that history has not been erased. If you're the kind of 
person who likes beans on toast for dinner every day and wants to holiday in the same 
place every summer, those earlier films and television episodes still exist for you to be 
enjoyed on repeat. 

I'd like to think most people have more adventurous tastes and hunger for new 
experiences in life, I for one am excited fo see what Davies and Gatwa bring out of the 
‘TARDIS and onto the screen. 


CLIFF JOANNOU 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 
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ELEGANTLY UNDERSTATED SINCE 1846 


FEARS 


BRISTOL 


Hawaii style 


Opening Act 


Young 
guns 


For four years in the 80s, WHAM! 
George Michael and 
Andrew Ridgeley — wore as big 
‘asthe decade's backcombed 
hairstyles, selling more than 30 
million records worldwide and 
adorning many ateon’s wal 
tupand down the land. Now, 
the band's 40% anniversary is. 
bong marked with a Netix 
documentary, WHAM!, and the 
release ofa special collection: 
WHAM! The Singles: Echoos from 
tho Edge of Heaven. Available 
now, this mult-format release 
includes a special-edition 7ina 
Vinyl singles carry case containing 
all the hits, from Young Guns 
(Go ori) and ‘Club Tropicana’ 
Your Mant and "The Edge 


between. Pure pop nostalgia, 


Opening Act 


uta eer the boi Portrait Gallary 
\s revisiting Beatlemania from an entirely fresh 
Perspective — that of Paul McCartney. 

‘The Eyes of the Storm exhibition sees Macca display 
his own photographs from that era for the very first 
time, offering a unique look at the most Influential band 
ever. Concentrating on the early years of 1963-64, the 
archive delivers a powerful insight into the year that 
culminated in The Beatles famously performing to 73 
‘million Americans on The Ed Sullivan Show, Get ready 
to catch Beatlemania all over again, 
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This delicious blend of Caribbean rums is 


charged with a distinctive combination 


Every bottle funds tu 


conservation projects in the Ceri 
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The Mix 


A wotLine Tuesday night in June, and 
Tfind myself at Oslo, an intimate venue 
In deepest east London where the Ice In 
the drinks is melting at arate that makes 
Earth's polar ce caps look positively tortoise-tke, 

In the middle of this sweltering scene, the 
‘crowd are decked out in a variety of straw hats, 
extravagant floral crowns and flowing white 
tops. There would be something quaint about 
the pastoral display, were {t not for the fact that 
the outfits seem eerily reminiscent of those worn 
by the grinning loons who condemned Florence 
Pugh and Christopher Lee to their respective 
srisly ends in Midsommar and The Wicker Man, 

But rest easy, I write this dispatch hours lates, 
\with my life firmly intact and having avokded so 
‘much as a single mention of the dreaded words 
"funeral pyre’. Instead, the unsettling scene isthe 
work of The Last Dinner Party, who are the most 
cexclting British band to have emerged in 2023, 

The group, who arrived in April with the art 
rock bombast of first single ‘Nothing Matters", 
one of the great debut tracks of our times, 
‘unashamedly revel in the th 
It means that tonights erowd have been a 
{o wear outfits following a theme of follchortor 

sand large swathes of those in attendance have 
happily followed sult, Similarly, an early gig in 
‘Camden saw thetr fans donning tuxedos and ball, 
‘gowns fora night at the oper 

elcome to our little ritual,” comes the mildly 

disconcerting introduction from lead singer 

Abigail Morris, decked out 

of thorns, The rest ofthe all emale five-piece have 

iby led from the top in thelr outfits (00, 

‘with lead guitarist Emily Roberts standing out in 
«blood-stained top. 

“We like to go between the grotesque and 
tive beautifull I think that’s our whole, kind of, 
ethos," explains bassist Georgia Davies, "We want 
to keep cultivating that ~ the idea of somewhere 
\where you can dress up and be extravagant and 
over the top and not feel restricted by being 
too cool or too reserved, We want to create 
ty where flamboyance is expected 
‘We're very proud that that’s our audience,” 
adds Morris, 

"This sense of community is 
wonders. 

“We saw a journalist at one of our early gigs 
who turned up in jeans and a Tshirt, went to 
the too and reemerged in ball gown. That was 
amazing,” Davies adds. 

It's an extravagance reflected in their own 
‘music too, There are shacles of early Kate Bush in 
the commanding presence of Morris, while their 
sound takes in everything from the frenete highs 
‘of Sparks toa touch of baraque pop, 

‘The group began life when Morris, Davies 
and guitarist Lizie Mayland met at university in 
London and spent thelr time watching cult south 
London acts such as Black Midi and HMLTD. They 
later became friends with Roberts and Aurora 
[Nischevi (keys), who completed the group's line-up, 


ready working 
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Thelr close bond becomes Immediately 
clear during our interview. AL one point, when 
discussing thelr gigs, both Nischevt and Davies 
mention the groups “ive energy” at precisely the 
same moment, 15 like the feted cinematic Ides 
ff finishing each other's sentences, but for them 
Ws very real 

I's freaky that it happens almost every time 
‘we're together. We'll Just say something at the 
same time and it literally happens so often,” 
Morris ads. 

‘These close ties have also allowed the group to 
enjoy an openness that’s key for a band making 
waves and tentative steps in a notoriously 
volatile industry. 

“IC helps that we were friends before because 
‘we're never intimidated by each other. Whether 
tats having an opinion or an idea about how we 
‘can change a song,” Davies explains. 

‘The strategy is clearly working wonders. While 
“Nothing Matters’ may have seen the group 
recelve widespread acclaim and even a message 


perform at Ox 


‘of congratulation rom Garbage's Shirley Manson, 
brief snapshots oftheir other material proves that 
te song was no flash tn the pan 

‘The next single ‘Sinner’ revels in new-wave 
guitars and sounds like the soundtrack (0 a 
bacetuanalian orgy in old Soho, while other songs 
at thelr liveshow prove they're capable of pulling 
out moments of stadium-primed, handsin-the. 
ar balladry, too. 

‘They've been working on those songs with 
James Ford — the Arctic Monkeys producer who 
for the most part seems to be in possession of 
a mixing desk blessed by King Midas himself 
‘The Last Dinner Party look sure to continue his 
sensational hot stra 

think I can speak for all of us when I say 
he's the best person we've ever worked with 
‘musically says Morris of collaborating with Ford 
‘on the songs thatthe band are yet to unl 

He's so talented, but he's so kind and so calm 
that you don't fel like you're in a room with this 
big producer who's going to take over the session 


‘and make It his own thing, You Just fet like you're 
with someone who really cares about what you're 
doing, believes in you and Js ust there to elevate 
your music.” 
‘Adds Davies, 


There was no ego, It was Just 
taking what we had already done and giving It 
a sense of a bit more, a litle bit more synth In 
places and alittle more organ." 

Stil, the presence of a big name like Ford Is 
‘one of the things that has seen the group facing 
unexpected and unfair eriteism, Detractors say 
thatthe super-producer’s involvement and sharing 
the same management as acts like Metallica Is 
proof that the band isan ‘industry plant’ 

The oblique phrase, which emerged on social 
media, is somewhat hard to pinpoint, but it's 
use by critics who believe that the shimmering 
brilliance of their debut single can't have 
happened on its own. They are convinced tha 
‘The Last Dinner Party “must” have been cooked 
up n.alab by a record label executive whose eyes 
have long since been replaced by dollar bil 


Charming tha 
fine 
Hackney 


The reallty t that those friendships brought 
them together, with the group previously 
doseribing the eritielsm aga “nasty He”. 

“It felt inevitable; we know enough about 
the music Industry to know how people are 
perceived, and because we came out fully formed 

nd with such a clear vision, I think immediately 
put some people's backs up because they expect 
‘an unteallstc trajectory for & band to not come 
‘out fully formed," explains Morris, 

“From the start, we were so ambitious and 
desperate to stand out as a clear musical vision 
that perhaps we ended up looking too put 
together. No one says that about Yard Act or 
Sports Team, who are on the same label as us 
shesays. 

“There's no shale and we love them, but they 
‘wear Tshirts and jeans and i’ lke, well, we dress 
‘ourselves foo, but i's Just funny that people seem, 
to see young, nicely put-together women who 
ccan also play their instruments and assume it 


can't be real" 


Chiming in, Nischevl adds: “We know \ 
lucky to be on a label and we've never hidden 
from tha 

Instead, the band are keen to just let 
thelr m Iking. Thetr stunning 
Glastonbury debut saw them attracting a packed 
Tent on the Woodsies Stage, while the rest of 
2023 will see more releases, their own headline 
Tour and the chance to hit the road with Hozler, 
too, A debut album is expected to arrive at some 
point next year 

“We have so much range in the music and 
In the genres that we do, and we don't want to 
be pigeonholed into one style,” insists Morris 
"We don't want everyone to think ‘Oh, The Last 
Dinner Party just means, lke, a corset and a big 
skirt? I's boring just ro do continuous themes in 
our styles and music, 2023, 2024 and 2025 are 
‘going to be massive for us, but then I'm going (0 
work om a farm,” Morris jokingly concedes. 

Maybe those Wicker Man comparisons aren't so 
far removed from reality afterall. weensur 
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Lauren Auder 
The mune of Lauren 
‘Aud might be rooted 
Inbaroque pop: bt 
Inwtho untold amount 
‘of chameleonie 
‘musclanship.on dplay 
that eats har ou 


Picture Parlour 
Debut ingle Norwegian 
Wood’ fram newcomers 
Picture Patlour goes 
farin proving why 
theyre being touted 
as one of this year's 
‘most promising 

cts, The shgle sees 
singer Katherine 
Parlour delivering 

an emotionally = 
‘confession to @ 

loved one. Parlours 
distinctive vocals and 
the group’ Tulkbodiod 
instrumentation shows 
theyre ona path to 
‘carving a sound that 
‘entirely thei own, 


Grove 
When the coronation 
beckoned in May, there 


the unrepentant ‘ig 
Boots producer and 
NC offered ewift 


‘90 money or people 
and publi services, 
but there 
for the coronation fora 
billonaite esd Grave 
at the time 


Stella Explorer 
‘On recent EP The Lost 
Kingdom Swedish 
‘nar Stella Explorer 
offered up warm synths 
and atherworialy 
‘soundscapes that 
lowed listeners to 
‘escape the humdrum 
of everyday le. OF 
the record, she says 
cryptically: “The Lost 
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Kingdom holds what 
you nedd! ito It's my 
oot and my future, 
ature” 


Kid Brunswick 
id Brunswick looks sot 
to become a Genz rock 
hero albeit with a sound 
that festa indebted to 
‘modern greats such 
“rave Scott and Playbo! 
Cart His atest EP The 
Fall: Pact tan offortl 
‘molding of arena-sized 
ti 


May 

Recent track Phone Ma 
ses newcomer May 
‘employing hyperpop and 
<altchy instrumentation 
To explore the ue 

‘of our aversnreasing 
fereentine, "The tack 
‘expresces frustrations 


STAY ON TRACK 
WITH OUR PICK OF 
THELATEST ONES 


with succumbing to 
‘ur aldietions, whether 
being to technology, a 
habit orto person’ 
she says 


James Smith 
Having wold out shows 
ft London's Onveara and 
Dingwall, mes Senith 
ready riding the 
wave of burgeoning eult 
stardom. Gigs at pubs 
‘and clube defined hi 
tecnage years, before 
‘DW studio at home 
‘lowed him tonal, 
‘down his sound. Recent 
track ‘Introvert 
proves the perfect 
Introduction, 


eee gee 


By her own admission, 
Danish songwriter 

Emma Grankvist rakes 
‘music “forthe introvert, 


who is constantly 
pushed into the 


works” Her ypeoming 
tecond album She Rex 
Inthe perfec reflection 
‘ofthis, with Grankviet 
stark honesty paired 
against indie and a 
pop sounes, 


Emmeline 
Emmeline i already 
proving a steady hand 
In delivering songs 
that offer a wistful look 
back atthe nostalgic 
pangs that weal 
experience from time 
to time. "My second EP, 
‘Small-Town Giri and 
Soft Summer Nights ie 
located in the Yorkthie 


my adolescence 
fevered dreaming: 
she says 
Ren 
Welsh musician Rene 
video of his cent 
tingle ‘Hi Ren scored 
mete than 14 milion 

‘on YouTube, The 
ing visual ~ which 
tees him in a wheelchair 
~ offers a powerful 
Insight into his own 
experiences with Lyme 
disease and psychosis. 
My illness drives me, 
because it gives me 
sharter windows when 
lean exeate, and tm 
determined to use 
them. he told Rolling 
‘stone Uk. 
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‘ROOF-RAISING, 
LIFE-AFFIRMING 
AND IRRESISTIBLY 
UPLIFTING’ 
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fs Barbie 
ving 


Come On, Barbie, Let's Go Party 


Greta Gerwig, Margot 
Robbie, Mark Ronson, and 
others dish on the film's 
all-star soundtrack 


By BRITTANY SPANOS 


B works fvourte dl having 
the perc di she i het 


perfect world full of other perfect 
Barbies who may look and dress 
differently but act exactly the same, 
And there's the doting love of 
Ken, whose existence Is mostly an 
accessory to Barbie's. The next day, 
{Call goes terribly, terribly wrong. 
Soundtracking iis ‘Pink’, by Lizzo, 
‘a song that describes exactly wha 

arbie is experiencing onscreen 

‘a campy touch of 80s TV tropes to 
build out her pastel world. 

Jao’ lyrics are just so funny, 
says main Barble Margot Robbie, 
d add an extra layer of comedy 
that I thought was quite genius,” 

‘The Barbie soundtrack Is one 
of the most important weapons 
in writer-director Greta Gerwig's 
arsenal. Many of the film's scenes 
hhave highly specific musical cues that 
she was seeking, which means she 
needed a team on board from the 
start to make the vision come alive, 
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‘You're hearing lyries that 
responding to what's happening 
onscreen, so the music became 
more than just music ~ it became 
4 device to enhance what the 
audience was watching and 
experiencing, and got 0 be the 
volee ofthe audience," adds Robbie. 
tienabbed the project early, 
‘working closely with Gerwigand her 
ceosvriter husband, Noah Baumbach, 

“This was a really competitive 
project in our landscape, but we've 
been tracking Barhie for a long 
lume," says Kevin Weaver, Attantle 
Records’ West Coast president 
The label was a particularly strong 
partner for this project, having 
dominated the soundtrack market 
cover the past several years, thanks 
to albums for Robbie's Sucide Squad 
and Birds of Prey, as well as the Fast 
‘and the Furious franchise and the 
recent Daisy Jones & the Six. 

The Barbie team knew they 
needed two songs in particular 
as soon as possible: a 
showstopping pop number 
for a highly choreographed 
dance scene, and a big 
80s-style power ballad 
for Ken, played by Ryan 
Gosling, 

That was when Oscar: 


and sevenstime Grammy Award 
‘winning producer and songwriter 
Mark Ronson (A Star Is Born) got 
text from his musie-supervisor pal 
George Drakoulias, “Barble2" Is all 
It sald, Ronson Zoomed with the 
‘Barbie squad white they were in the 
UK prepping for production. They 
told him they needed at least the 
basis of a song for the showstopper 
Inowo weeks. 

“Idon’t read a lot of scripts, but 
Jt was Just everything 1 want In a 
movie,” Ronson recalls. “I was lke, 
IF don’t get this la, this fs gon: 
be my favourite movie ofthe year: 

Along. with collaborator Andrew 
Wyatt, the palr cooked up the beat 
to the disco dance-floor burner 
Dance the Night’, based off a 
playlist of songs Gerwig had put 


together for them, Luckily, Gerwig 
loved what they sent her. 

“We did all our dance rehearsals 
to the beat of the song belore the 
lyrics were overlad on top," Robbie 
recalls, “It became the Barble 
anthem on set. The dance-rehearsal 
lume was really the first opportunity 
forall the actors playing Barbies to 
bond and make friends." 

Disco el ke the perfect ref 
point for what Barbie experiences, 
especially after she steps into the 
real world, As Gerwig told Robbie: 
“Diseo comes with the asstumption 
that people want to dance and havea 
‘good time. Ic realise {estopped 
being cool in the 70s, Disco had no 
dea people started listening to punk 
rock. Disco is still there, in bell: 
bottoms, doing its thing.” 

‘Dance the Night’, which was 
\wrltten for fellow Barbie star Dus 
Lipa to perform, is intrinsic to the 

DNA of the film, according to 

‘Weaver, But Ronson and Wyatt 
also became Integral to the 
story: together, the twosome 

‘composed an origtal score 

for the movie, and Ronson 

serves as executive producer 
for the soundtrack. Over 
nearly a full year, Ronson 
was tasked with’ helping 


‘curate songs that perfectly matched “I've always really iked singing Barbie the demand rapper, She was due at the 


‘what Gerwig had envisioned, The about cars,” she says. “For me, studlo earl i the day to ay doin 
soundtrack eame together just aS — there Is this intrnsie link between Album her verses bur couldnt mse it unt 
the movie did: working in step and — driving and music and feeling like Soundtrack ‘after midnight. Ronson, who was 
feeding into one another. you're astar when you're ina car” already geting ready for bed “ike 
“|Gerwig) hada vsionforaeally She wanted ‘Speed Drive’, where sam old guy” ended up biking back to 
verge and unigue work! that she she ip Tom Bats Mickey othe me the suo the miko the igh 
was creating” Brandon Davis, chorus, ro “fee! quite bratty” and ths to makeit happen 
‘executive VP and cochead of pop “about just being hot" BES Karol G also made sure to carve 
ARR at Atlantic, explains, “That's As fr the aforementioned Aqua ny out time in a ray year to miahe the 


“wild and raucous” track ‘Watat 
She was the musical guest on SNL 
merely six hours after sitting in 
Ronson’s studio watching scenes 


TEA iacmne geen con ones 

Seater ea acne tae ick year ware bar bon 
Rciimsrinlompcnnt  eanathe Rauesln iain 
SS EAN res bee atlas Rorheeg tinea tetas a fom ave, PaPunhees ay 
er prec arrmrrer ies SAG Ria ne Oe 
Mtoe otc ton ae gee apecanr ees bebe ‘Speedie Ba City nore sees tae 
eran serpeienieniem Ee yake cnet amgiy 
“Everyoody would watch the unto nurporat is wn? We Widen Rooks 


a. 
‘Barbie World’ 
‘Nek! Minal ant te8 Soo 


oi 
-Watati" 
Karol Gon Ak 


Ranks 


‘weeks later, and got exactly hhave a nod to Aqua’ ‘Barbie prior to pursuing muste, She was 
to the heart of everything It has to be in there. thrilled at the prospect of working 
we were trying 10 do,” ‘An {Greta} was like, ‘Don’t with the director, which inspired 
Ronson says, ‘worry, we're going to find a the sound ofthe wistful ‘Angel’ 


a 
‘Ym dust Ken’ 
Rym Gosling 


o 
‘Hey Blond 


Domne Fike 


at 
oN 
2. 


‘Forever & Again’ 
‘ha Ki Laval 


Pook 


a 
One of his frst calls was to his oo! way to Incorporate "recalls capeleshic! Having now spent the better 
frend Chul XCX, «ge Barbie fan Robbie, part of a year In Barbie's world, 
‘who says her "fst lve performance” Robbie continues: “And then, Ronson sill isn't ready to leave 
‘wasn a cappelaredtion of Aqua’s when she was like, “Guess who “This movie Is so insanely good 
‘Barbie Git whenshe was ouryears going to do the remix of Aqua’s looking and visually captivating” 


1” 
‘angel’ 
PinkPanthorees 


old, for a cruise-ship talent show, ‘Barbie Girl"? Nicki Minaj and ony he says. *You could just pause on 
She ended up wing) te Spee? Tan the, ogee? ‘Suerte de oat ube harnayriese 
“iy part Were ie, Ob; my Are You joking I ust knew ths mand stareat te twas 
God. No! They were really worried immediately that all my girlfriends ‘cro painting in the Louvre for an hour 
f tat ete peg toget upon fue were gogo oe ek mind? hoods Your Fecons theres thoud shades 
Sagcunloyeodt wads bet "ner hoaea ike musk macs, Fighter orpink 
Giese? se capans "Bat was geting queen ofthe Barks orp When he began ti endevour, 
adamact that t wanted to do it, 1 overan extended version of Barble ‘acute Roiison bought an avsortment 
fistangiton hemerophon wth Gi seemed ies nebranee ‘are Broun OF Harley tom Toys R Us and 
hemi thewholesongeand "Teel Wke people have been placed them round st as 
Twon the cones asking Meld fo ige over Some Wel as some Kens tat Mal had 


to send him because he couldn't 
find them in stores anywhere). As 
his work on the film was ending, 
he became a first-time dad 
toa baby girl. @ 


Ronson and Gerwig gave Charli version of ‘Barbie Gir!’ for 15 years 
XCX a few scenes to pick from, but now," Ronson says 

pop'sforemost lover ofcaranthems As for Ice Spice, it was almost 
‘was hooked om the chase scene, and impossible to pin down 

ended up penning ‘Speed Drive’. the extremely in 


] 
j 
| 


ot 


WW errs Lil Wayne 


afternoon, he's on 
tour bus in California between, 
stops on his Welcome to Tha Carter 
Tour, where he's be 

at more int 
better engage his fans. Even with 
bls Grammy Awards, plat 
plaques, and a claim to rap GOAT 


stats, he says that he has "So far" locked in the studio nearly every 
ogo until he’s satisfied. day for almost three decades now, 
“The true artists and pioneers, building a catalogue of songs 
they never retire,” Wayne, 40, so expansive that he can't even 
fells me, noting that he has no tuy to estimate the size oft. He 
plans to stop rhyming, He's been recently finalised ColleGrave 2, a 
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The rapper on staying motivated, wanting 
n performing, to play the Super Bowl, and why he'll be 
spin working forever 

mn By ANDRE GEE 


‘sequel to hls 2016 collaboration 
album with 2 Chaing; they're 
waiting for sample cle 
before it's released. Wayne is mum 
‘on Carter VI, the latest entry in 
his flagship album series, but his 


February ‘Kant Nobody’ single 
with Swizz Beatz (and DMX vocal 
samples) indicates that he’s been 
working on that as well This year 
‘marks the 15th anniversary of 

his starmaking Carter 1 album 
(whlch he’s celebrating with a 
vinyl release), but Wayne telis me 
It's not a big deal to him. He's too 
focused on recording his next set 
of rhymes. 


How do you view Tha Carter I 
15 years later? What role do you 
feel that project plays in your 
catalogue? 


rm going to be so honest with 

: Ldn know Tha Carter I, 
1 Garter I, Tha Carter One from 
Tha Carter 1V. And that's just my 
God's honest truth, You could le, 
you could ask me [about such and 
such song, L wouldn't even know 
‘what we talking about So it holds 
ho significance to me at all. 

Even with the highs and firsts 
‘you had in 2008, it's not any 
different to you? 

Nal, Ldon' ever know ifthat’s 
when Tha Carter cam out. Th 
how much I don't know. Lwork 
every day, bro ~ every singe day. 
And also, always look at tas the 
curse part ofthe git and the eu 
believe that (God) blessed me with 
this amazing mind, but would not 
sive [me] an amazing memory to 
remember this amazing shit 

0 you have Tha Carter seri 
plus mixtapes lke The Drought, 
Tho Dedication, No Cellings, 
Sorry the Walt — alot of 
diferent project series. How do 
‘you differentiate creatively? 
Allo them have their own 
‘approach. [tsa Tha Carter song, 
[approach it with a Gartersong 
‘effect, Some mixtapes (yme over] 
ale songs that are recently out, 
thatare hot songs. And {approach 
those the sume way the orginal 
artist approached them. just sty 
dliferent words. tsa 
‘with Dj Drama, then Lknow Drama's 

nt aot of orginal songs. 
approach those, Lsay 
whe want, because 


Vmassuming there's not a 

favourite project sorios, 
‘Oh, yeah. Not a favourite ata, 
My favourite song is the last one 
Frecord. And then I will forget 
after the next one I record, 

How much are you driven by 
still wanting to be known as the 
best rapper alive? 

Every single action, every single 
word, every single approach. 

‘The reason why I'm stil only 
listening and working on my own 
shit is because I'm in it. Ibelieve 
‘once you start trying to listen to 
everybody else, you ain't in it no 
more, You just happy to be here. 
But not me, 'm ina gym working 
‘on my own game. I con't eare how 
high you jumping. I don’t care how 
fast you run. You can’t even stand 
next to me with that shit 


Every time I meet a fan, the first thing 
they tell me is the things that I haven't 
accomplished. And I love it, because I be like, 
“You're right. I'm trying to get that too, man” 


Keeping with that basketball | saw that Teyana Taylor and 
‘metaphor, Michael Jordan NLE Choppa recently gave you 
doesn’t get to play against gifts: exclusive Air Jordan ts 
Kovin Durant or LeBron James _from Teyana, and a slew of things 
at this point, but youget ogo — including a chain — from NLE 
upagainst rappers of thenew —_Choppa. Do you often get gifts, 
‘generation. How motivated from othor artists? 

are you by showing the next Not often at all (awh). And you 


‘generation you'r stil that ude? know what? That's a sign of the 
‘The motivation isn’t to shaw them — new age, Thetr humility level was 


that I'm still that dude, which1 out of the stratosphere compared. 
im. The motivation isto show to what ours was. We had this 
them why I'm still that dude, bravado: “I'm better than you, My 
‘That's the motivation, because clique better than your clique. 
I want them to hopefully get You ain't had no artist saying, 
something from that and they “Hey, man, let me give you this.” 
continue tostill be whoever the ain't going tole, the Ruff Ryders 
dude or woman they are, always hiad something to give you 


when you come to New York, so 
they was enol, But other than that, 
they aint giving you no damn gifts 
and shit. 

‘What other traits have you 
noticed from interacting with 
younger artists that are different 
from prior generations? 

You can get comfortable quick 

‘as an artist these days because of 
social media, You can work your 
ass off and put a song out and 
people like it, and all of sudden 
somebody comes and eats a pencil 
and that person gets. billion likes 
more than you. It's different 
world. When we was doing this, 
we had a sense of knowing that 
this is what we are dong and 
you're liking it or loving it because 
‘you lke itor love us. These kids 
know that whatever they doing, 

You could just swipe eft or swipe 
right and there's another person. 
doing It too, So Its lor they have 
fo deal with, 

How many songs are you 
knocking out in a day? 

[work on multiple songs a day. 
probably look at 20 verses a day. I'm 
‘on my bus right now. Lhave a studio. 
sot up on this bus, We have a studio 
bus behind me, In every hotel we 
‘et 10, before I yet tothe room, my 
two engineers set up a studio n the 
bedroom. And told you, we alreacly 
have a studio booked in that city i 
that city has a nice studio, meaning | 
don't stop working, 

Even on tour. 

What? Yeah, even on tour. What? 
1d be at my K's graduation with a 
studio if they had one (laughs), 

Has there been a particular 
Instance whon an artist said 
‘something about your influence 
that really touched you? 
would say every time because 
It's unexpected. But the most 
recent would be the homeboy 
NLEChoppa, People got to see 
Hal give me the chain, but wh 
[went to shoot the video with 
him and [talked with] him over 
the phone, [1 realised} that kid is 
very different. Ies amazing to see 
a person like him. But other than 
that, 2 Chainz, did a whole song 
about me, Then I saw something 
else where someone's filming 
themselves rapping a song and it 
was a whole ode to me, but It was 
rapping it to ‘A Mil’ the way Trap 
“A.M. And speaking of A Mill’, 
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Something in 
the Water feet 


{hese days, because of social media, you 
put a song out and people like it, and all of 
asudden somebody eats a pencil and gets a 
billion likes more than you” 


you see Tyga shoot a whole video interview, man, There's a whole 

referencing videos I've shor? bunch of things I haven't done th 
What are some things that are I've seen other folks do that I've 

out there that you'd still like to sald fomyself, "Man, Id kill tif 

accomplish as.a musician? had that opportunity.” Super Bowl, 

‘Oh, man. im so fucking farfrom int, hint 

that, What? The Grammys just How would you feel about 


started to say what's up me. Every doing the Super Bowl? 
time meet a fan, the frst thing they What? “How would you fet?” Vd 


‘going to ell me s the things that |—_Kill that shit, We wouldn't even 
haven'taccomplished. And Love worry about the game after that, 
I, because Ibe like, “You'reright, Everybody knew that one kid 
man. 'm pissed off about that too, [Who] Was watching the halftime 
rm rying to get that too, man: show, but that'd be one ofthe frst 
Sowhen yousay“farfrom," Super Bowls that they'llbe like, 
‘what is it that you feel like— “Both teams were out on the field 


sa bunch, That'sa whole nother watching the halftime show." 


32 | Rolling Stone | August/September 2023, 


You've been performing at 
big venues for along time, Was 
there a point where you missed 
Intimate venues and wanted to 
get back to this kind of tour? 
Yeah, that was the whole reason, 
Just for the simple fact of 
‘embracing my fans. They love the 
fuck out of n 

| see there's talk of a ColleGrove 
2,asequol to your collab album 
with 2 Chaine, coming out. | was 
‘wondering if you could give an 
update on where things are with 
that process? 
We've been finished with 
ColleGrove, Me and Tit (2 C 
every time we, 
record. We got, lke, 39 million 
‘songs. But he been putting It 


certain samples cleared. He's very 
persistent, So sometimes whet 
Ulngs don’ got cleared, he'll go 
ipteenth to get it cleared 
‘once he say when, that’s 
when we going, 

| saw that your videographer 
Phil gave you a pro skateboard 
in December. Have you actually 
sod it? 
Oh, yeah, that’s my pro model, All 

homes sate the pro model 
ts 

Would you ever enter a skate 
contest, given that you've boon 
skating for so long? 
(Oh, no. Hell no, That's what t have 
a skate team for, And that’s what 
ie yas all about anyway, just giving 
back and opening doors for those 
kids. They do this shit the way 
that Lap, 

You don't 
of their calibre 
Nah, we ain't entering no 
‘competitions or nothing, Also, 
there's different forms of skating. 
There's competition sk 
there's vert skating, there's street 
skating, and there's training 
skating. I'ma street skater. So 
my whole platform in skating is 
putting outa video. 

Who are you listening tothese 
days? 
When it comes to rap, I don't 
listen to no one. [just don't have 
time to, because F'm trying to get 
better every day. 1 tell my own 
artist that, too. When you find a 
favourite artist, you're going to 
start sounding like them. It took 
Birdman and them to pull my ass 


ike you're quite 


aside and be like, “Bro, I'm tired 
of every song you doing sounding 
like damn Jay-Z, You're not Jay-Z" 

How did you take it when he 
said that? Is that something you 
were cognizant of? 

Yeah, 1 was glad it was working 
laughs), Thats ike, “Oh, good, 
es working. 

How much longer do you see 
yourself rapping? Do you ever 
think about retirement? 

When you work the way I work, 
Ie gets strenuous, and ik might 
flash. And even when you say i 
don’t think you aetually mean 
stop working or doing muste, You 
probably Just mean you want to 
retire from everything else but 
the musie (laughs). When you're 
an artist ~a real artist lke myself 
was born this 
think that the re 
ploneers, they net 
ded doing this. 

saw DJ Toomp talk about a 
memorable studio session with 
you, 2 Chainz, and Benny the 
Butcher. What do you remember 
from that session? 

That was a rap session, That was 
one of them “Cash Money flew 

to New York and we done ended 
‘up in the same studio with Dipset 
Lor] Ruff Ryders {sessions 

That's one of them old sessions 
{you} used to see on VHS or 
hing, where you see Fat Joe 
In there, you might see Jada, all 
them in one studio, and that’s o 
of them sessions, 

Could you put an estimate 
on how large your vault of 
Unreleased music is? 

My drive goes back to 2010, and 
that’s just this computer. So that 

weans that number isnt eve 
possible co even fathom. You 
probably got a milion songs in 
cone year. 

"vo seen alot of Lil Wayne 
Verzuz talk. Are you interested 
in doing one, and which artist 
would you be interested in 
competing with? 

{was interested in Mixtape Weexy 
going against Lil Wayne, That 
would have been crazy. 

So you'd be onstage by 

yourself? 
Yeah. What other artists you think? 
There ain't no other artist that can 
stand on the stage next to me, bro. 
Vmsorry.@ 


tire. They 
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Heartstopper actor Will Gao and his sister Olivia 
Hardy have created a blend of contemporary alt-pop 
that also draws influence from their traditional 
music training. Here, they explain why they want to 
make classical music and jazz accessible for all 


By EMMA WILK’ 


6 abe ers 
“nove 


‘Agh, I don't know, [my} mind's 


ES 


with mint green 
ling a lot of sheet 
Important part. But it’s helped 
with our creative process ~ it's a 
Jot more intuitive.” 


blank... Beyoncé! What do they love about those 

Siblings Will Gao and Olivia Hardy styles? “There's such pure emotion 
playing a game, They're batting in classical musi;" says Gao, "When 
back and forth some of the names classical music {s tragic, it's gut 
that influence thelr band, Wasia wrenching. ttcan be rea 


Project. Many of the artists 
quintessential staples of Generatlon 2, 
Spotity playlists, but others, such 
as ABBA, Eton John, The Beatles 
and ELO, are exports from the 
parents’ CD collection, During thelr 
childhood, they'd spend evenings 
at home dancing to whatever w: 
blaring trom the speakers 

They haven't yet touched on the 
Influences, however, that make 
Wasia Project unique. Both 
and Mardy have a background 
In classical ~ from both Western, 
jons and East Asia ~ and jazz 
Je, and both can play an 
rument. Gao, who found 
fame acting in Netflix's coming. 
of-age smash hit Heartstopper, 
took up classical plano at a very 
young age, while Hardy learned 
Violin via the Japanese method of 
Swauki, which favours learning by 
‘ear over using sheet music. “In 
the classical music world, it's not 
been very beneficial,” she says, 
speaking over Zoom in a bedroom 


you can hear 50 In fae, 
Is equivalent to the kinds of music 
boing created toda 

Their background in those styles 
bled into thelr contemporary 
alt-pop palette naturally and 
spontaneously. “We can’t not 
acknowledge or invalidate our past 
history with those genres, 
continues, “It's inherent in our 
work, even when we don’t realise 
its there. I don’t think we could do 
Hany other way." 

Classical and jazzare, arguably, an 
acquired taste, frequently dismissed 
as too highbrow, too stufly or too 
dense. What the siblings have done 
with Wasia Project, however, ts 
Inadvertently wedge open a door 
that makes those sounds more 
accessible and contemporary for 
their audience, many of whom are 
their age, Ifnot younger: 

“I's getting more and more 
difficult for people to get access 
to classical and Jazz; I's almost 
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starting to become more of a 
closed shop in of ways 
Gao acknowledges, “I think one 
Of the ways forward 1s to make 
it accessible by blending [those 
genres and pop] and havin; 
sections where the music is very 
classically Influenced, and thi 
hopefully leads people to s 
Lwhere that comes from." 

“it’s all about trying to make 
them less rigld and making people 
fee! like classical and jaz really is for 
them," Hardy adds, “They're such 
Fhuge genres; there shouldn't be this 
arbitrary shutting down of them, 
[like] ‘Oh, that’ not for me." 

Gao and Hardy's musical 
Journeys weren't identical, 
although thelr paths ran parallel 
to one another, and they both 
attended each other's concerts “all 
the time” growing up. Gao ~ three 


s older than his sister, who at 
‘me of writing is a few days 


bled down the pop rabbit hole 
earlier than his sibling, too, “I had 
this realisation when Iwas 14, whe 
as like, ‘Ol my gosh, you can 
write a song and it doesn’t have to 
bea concerto!” he says with agri. 
Their paths eventually converged 
When they began Wasia Project in, 
2019, uploading debut single ‘why 
‘don't love me’ to Soundloud that 
same Year. 

Since then, the siblings have 
progressed from DIY recordings 
‘on GarageBand to working on 
thelr ethereal, eclectic creations 
in a studio with producer Luke 
Pinell for their 2022 EP “how can i 
pretend?’ Two further singles - the 
softly sunny ‘Petals on the Moon’ 
and the gently unfurling, intimate 


Jazz-pop number ‘My Lover Is 
Sleeping’ ~ followed this year, with 
another two set to be released this 
side of Christmas, Those songs are 
set to become, in Gao's words, *the 
ground Moor of the bullding we 
want co create’ 

Wasa Project’s fanbase thr 
online, with social media otfe 
a vital forum for fans to com 


with each other and with the 
themselves. “The atmosphe 
very community-based,” exph 
Hardy. *[The community's gone 
beyond] the music because people 
have really made friendships and 
connected through the music, We 
get a lot of people saying they've 
united with people because of 


had exams to prepare for, but she 
{sn’t planning on going to university 
immediately ~ “Uni will always be 
there, but music Is for now," she 

"IL therefore soon be free 


“When cla: 
gut-wrencl 
That passion is equiv 
music being created today” 


10 shape, moving 
towards theit goal of 


song, and things like that," they've stayed for the music. “I 
explains Hardy. don’t think they'd come if they 

Some of them stumbled across didn't like the music;" Gao reckons. plano and volce, which is stripped 
the band because of Gao's role Others, however, have found back and raw and powerful in and 
in Heartstopper, where he plays Wasla Project without knowing but being in the studio and 


‘Tao Xu, the loyal but occasionally Heartstopper, meaning that on 
prickly best frie stage, he isn't defined by his 
Charlie (Joe Locke), Although a experience on the small screen 

fraction of the fanbase might have Things have moved a litte slower 
come because of his TV fame, for the band in 


le to use strings and new 
nd things like that 1s so 
5,” Hardy concludes, “We're 
und of sound. We're 
as Hardy has going crazy with i” @ 
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The Allergies’ Rey Spencer (DJ 
Moneyshot) and Adam Volson 
(Rackabeat) describe the “yin 
and yang element” behind 
their unique sound 


INCE THEM DEWUT ‘Heartbreaker 
GS Bites it 
producer duo Roy Spencer (DJ 
Moneyshot ~ opposite, left) and Adam 
Volson (Rackabeat) have built a powerful 
reputation for muste that combines old 
school turntablism with pioneering 
npling, Their newly released sixth album 
rar the Place Up features vocals by Ugly 
Duckling’s Andy Cooper, The Pharcyde's 
Bootle Brown and Marietta Smith, 
Spencer started out in the 90s Ustening 
tothe hip-hop Djs of San Franciseo and 
‘ended up making mix tapes for Ninja 
‘Tune’s Solid Stee! label, Volsons frst love 
‘was drum’ bass, The patr met while 
they were both residents at the touring 
‘Chai Wallahs' festival tent and, after 
trying out thelr own productions, they 
‘came together as The Allergies In 2021, 
8 part ofa promotion with Ploneer Dj, 
thelr track ‘Say the Word! was remixed by 
10 renowned turntablists including Mix 
Master Mike, Dj Nu-Mark and DJ Putty. 
“We have the yin and yang element,” 
says Spencer, “He brings the polished 
production style, the fine-tuning, cherry: 
‘ontop sonic larity, while I bring the 
deepdiging and knowledge of music to 
find records that might work together” 


Was your set-up prtty DIY when 
you started out? 

Spencer: [started with one turntable 
anda guitar amp and bought my 
{uimtables one at a tine — belt dives, 
‘which area ridiculous, redundant way to 
start mixing if you're a hip-hop DJ. Good 
forblending, but not for sratching, Ther 
sot some early cracked software in the ate 
90s ane! made long mix tapes in ive, ix, 
severrhour sessions. fled to save any of 
them, because I did't have the benefit of 
recalling things when they crash, ke on 
Ableton, Always buy a licensed product! 

Volson: I siole my dad's stereo and 
plugged my decks into the back of that, 
recording straight onto a tape deck. 

Howhad technology changed by 
the time youstarted producing? 

Spencer: Mixers got thinner and 
thinner for DJing batlestyle, bringing 
the setup close together for tricks. 
Sometimes witha house mixer, you 
couldn't really scratch, but design people 
‘were making creative decisions that 
really helped shape turnable culture. 


Volson: Then there was the 
Introduction of virtual D§ platforms 
Integrated nto mixers, Our Pioneer 

DJ Sis have got Serato but in, which 
means you've got so much more to play 
With. For our live show, we load all our 
samples into our laptops, which can be 
connected to these mixers, so we've got 
free rein, We're not limited by what's 
pressed on record anymore, 

Your musics heavily sample-basod. 
How does that work now, compared to 
the Wile West early days of sampling? 

Spencer: I's. lot easier, with labels 
that are thinking about syncing to TV 
and adverts and putting muste on cial 
platforms. if you're releasing things 
that are just stolen, you're endangering 
‘everyone’ lvelthood, There are a ot 
mire legal ways to clear samples now 
‘we try fo make sure everything's 100 
per cent transparent in that way. More 
‘nd more, Alls locating simples buted 
within tracks, so what you might think is 
safe now might not be inten years time 

So, rights holders want to have 
‘songs sampled asa means of reviving 
Intorest in thorn? 

Volson: Absolutely. Record labels are 
buying up baek catalogues of all kinds 
‘of music, then putting them online 
and saying, "Hey, comte and use these 

mples, they're precleared." The fees 
‘and splits are already worked o 
which isa quicker and easier w 
doing things. Often, it's also cheaper for 
artists than approaching a major label, 

What do you do with these in the 
studio? 

Volson: Ableton has become the 
tool for cutting up, repitching and 
time-stretching samples ~ that’s been 
monumental Fuse Logie to mix stl 
In, then ots of emulation plugins 
an saturation plugins and stuff to 
dirty it up. Ifwe've got an old record 
‘ve sampled anda new drum break 
recorded ina studio, we need to make 
that drum break sound old, 

Spencer: Serato Dj has a nus pte 
‘and time detector, which tells me what 
key that record's in; then Ican throw that 
ino Ableton and chop an elght-har loop 
ually like Tetris or Lego bricks — t's 
‘ery easy to understand, The tune starts 
there. also use online software called 
Moses, an AL that can analyse any track 
and extract key elements lets say i's 
Rolling Stones record, you can pull Micke 
‘out, and it sounds almost ikea clean 
acapella, Previous, people would have to 
‘ig through to finda clean part ofa recor 
‘where the vocal breaks dexen to turn it 


IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PIONEER DJ 


Into a hook. Now that whole track can be 
available for vocal audio extraction, 
You've mentioned Ala couple of 
times, What’s your opinion of it? 
‘olson: It's pretty overwhelming 
‘whats going to happen. I'm worried 
about music licensing, which Is where 
‘we make a lot of our money, I think one 
of the frst things to happen will be that 
people use Alto make big lbrarles of 
royalty-free music, which is going to 
be a lot cheaper for advertisers than 
paying artists, That's scary, But in 
terms of what it might bring to Djing 
and production, i's all quite exciting, 
Like anything in life there are two 
sides to it 
Asartists who create music which 
is so studio-based, how do you 
translate it into an oxciting live show? 
Volson: Roy and I Dy records in bars, 
but the more exciting part of what we 


do is our live show with some musicians 
We're the rhythm section ofthe bands 
‘we play the backing tracks with all the 
drums and bass in, and we seratch 
and drop samples on top. This means 
designing all the seratches perfectly to 
the decibel inthe studio first, so they're 
flawless, and checking that Roy's scratch, 
is the same yolume as my scratch and 
‘lee versa. Having mixers which can flip 
between samples quickly isa godsend, 
and so are the Pioneer DJ Sits onboard 
effects. Scratches can sound stagnant 

and Jolting sometimes, but with all the 
smooth echo and spacey effects in there, 
‘ithelps things gel and flow. 
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“| ae the 
Doctor. 


( As he embarks on a journey through 
time and space as the 15th Doctor 
in the legendary Doctor Who series, 
Neuti Gatwa talks about identifying with 
, _ one of TV's most-loved characters and 
how he plans to reinvent the iconic role 


By Alison Rumfitt 41 
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Neuti Gatwa 


1's A VERY, very hot day, the 
first of the year. We've spent 
the whole afternoon in 
studlo north of King's Cross, 
London, fanning ourselves 
and drinking water to stop us 
from overheating, This is Neutt 
Gatwa's big moment, While 
he’s been striking poses for his 
Rolling Stone UK cover shoot, 
’ve been sitting in the corner 
watching and feeling a litte 

‘voyeuristi, t's always interesting to witness 

rtist Interacting with the people working 

around them: It reveals so much, Gatwa Is 
clearly excited t0 be here, He buzzes with 

‘energy when he chats to the photographer, 

to the glam team and, after the shoot has 

wrapped, to me, Top of the list of topes We're 
here to talk about {5 Doctor Who ~ Gatwa 
the new inearnation of 
the feonic lead character last year. Although 
the show's upcoming storles are a closely 
guarded secret, I was able to glean some 

Interesting ttbits from its new st 

"My Doctor is emotionally vulnerable. He 
‘hides It with humour, but he's lonely," says 
Gatwa of his forthcoming reinvention of the 
‘ever-changing Doctor. "I can’t say much more 
than that; I don’t want to spoll anything, But 
he’s also energetic! The poor cameramen, 
struggled to keep up." 

‘To hear Gatwa (oll the story of his casting, 
it almost sounds like he was granted a wish. 
One day he emailed his agent saying he 
‘wanted to play a role like Willy Wonka or the 
Doctor — and just a week later he was asked 
to audition for the part of the Time Lord. 
‘To prepare, Gatwa spent a week watching 
every Doctor Who episode since its 2005 
revival, Although he had enjoyed the show 
previously, he never considered himself a 
hhabitual fan, He emerged from that binge- 
‘watching week a die-hard Whovian, 

1 fell in love with it," he enthuses, and 
the means it. There is undoubtedly a special 
‘quality about Doctor Who that’s hard to deny. 
“When you watch it, you forget all your 
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troubles," says Gatwa, “You go to space, orto 
‘another time, You have adventures." 

‘A big part of the show's post-2005 story 
revolves around the Doctor having survived 
a devastating war that wiped out the rest of 
his people, ‘This is a plot point that has since 
been undone and then redone; its current 
status in the canon Is somewhat unclear, But 
Wes this that Gatwa latched onto because in 
that storyline he was able fo soe a reflection of 
his own life, As a chill, Gatwa and his family 
fled Rwanda, escaping the genocide agalnst the 
‘Tutsl minority. They settled in Scotland, “This 
person survived a genocide, This person fs in 
‘everywhere and nowhere. Lam the Doctor, The 
Doctor is me, I decided that had to get ths 
role,” says Gatwa, 

He is stil trying to keep up with the pace of 
his tory of miy life changed 
five years ago, in 2018," he says, referring to 
his frst major role in Netiix’s Sex Bducation. 
"And that was one thing, That was a very fast 
moving traln, I'm still trying to get to grips 
‘with what happened then but..ow the train 
has gone turbo this past year." 

‘That sudden fame seemed potentially 
Seaty, “Actors pick this Job to hide behing! our 
characters, And nov suddenly you're centre 
stage, People know where you Went to school. 
So you Just have to focus on the job. The fame 
side can be distracting," he says 

He does seem to miss the smaller-scale work 
that theatre afforded him, “It kept me warm 
and it held me all night, even if| was broke, 


But I'm planning on getting back to 1 next 
‘year, alter I finish season two of Doctor Who? 
he sys 

Gatwa's stage roles are Just as Impressive 
as his screen credits, In 2016, he was in A 
Midsummer Night's Dream ~ his favourite 
Shakespeare play ~ atthe Globe, “I love that 
Its about fairies and lovers," he says. “And, 
‘of course, its so sexual! We give this to kids in 
schools and you're worried about drag queens?” 

‘There's a clear through-tine between that 
play and Sex Education ~ both are ensembles, 
both deal with sex and relationships, both 
feel at odds from thelr particular setting and 
both feature, in Gatwa’s words, “rolicking in 
forest" 

(On our second meeting in London's Sob a 
‘week later, we delve a bit deeper into his time 
fon the hit series. Sex Education Is very frank 
bout its depictions of sex, yet Gatwa's parents 
‘are religous his father thas a PHD In theology. 
How did they feel about their son being In 
such a show? “We don't really speak about 
It, but they have seen it” he says. “I didn’t 
‘want them to, but I couldn't stop them, And 
they are very supportive, thankfully. It’s not 
the most comfortable thought fo kniow that 
my mum knows what my cum face looks like 
Dut. we move.” 

Saying goodbye to the show was bittersweet, 
he tells me, Although he's grateful for the 
experience, at times he struggled with the 
show's creative direction, “It was very hard t 
‘was such a big show," he recalls, “When you're 


I fell in love with it. When you 
watch it, you forget all your 
troubles. You go to space, or 
to another time. You have 


adventures” 


telling stories that haven't been seen before, 
there's always a battle as to how to tel them. 
It wasn’t always joyous, | feel Itke we've 
outgrown it and we've given everything 
We can to It? says Gatwa, who turns 31 tn 
October, while his character Eric is in his 
late tee 
It also gave him a rude awakening as 
to the reality of working in TV. "Being on 
it fast-tracked me into the downsides of 
this Industry. I remember being told by 
aan executive producer that white people 
wouldn't understand my character, Eric, 
which incensed me, There's an entire show 
there for white people to understand." 
Gatwa clearly thinks hard about things 
like this. Itcan lead to him feeling conticed. 
Arrecent example is when he took up the 
offer to perform at the King’s coronation, 
partly because he felt a strong desire to 


be on stage Instead of on TV and film sets. 
“1 did feel an unease about it, though,” he 
admits, “We're In a cost of living erisis, and 
1’m going to a giant house to perform. Plus, 
‘you know, the diamonds in that house... All 
‘of that was siting within me, But it was also 
‘an opportunity to celebrate the arts, wanted 
to celebrate the arts. 1 wanted to be on stage, 
| wanted fo do Shakespeare." 


[BTURNING TO ‘THE tople of religion, 
when asked if he considers himself 
religious, Gatwa seems a litte 
uncomfortable with the question. 

“L have faith...” he says, before taking a long. 

pause. 1am about to change topic when he 

continues: “I was raised in church, Both my 

parents are traditional Rwandan Christians, 1 

loved my upbringing in chureh ~ i's a big part 

of my identity. However, a long time ago I fell 


couldn't put 
my faithinan 
old book that 
had been used 
for so much evil. 


‘out of love with it all. 1stll feel a connection to 
something greater than us, though. I can't Hive 
my life without it. U have to believe something 
will save us from AL” 

I get the sense that church offered 
continuity to a young Gatwa, Although 
Scotland Is place Gatwa now identifies with, 
It is also a majority-white country. There 
‘weren't many other Black families around 
When he was growing up, let alone Rwandan 
people ~ and asylum seekers at that, “hat 
was {solating. I had to discover myself in 

deeper way," he says. “Not that there's 
disconnect between me and the Black 
British community, because 1 
am British, but chere aren't any Ri 
‘ertainly, there weren’ 
‘Church was how we found a community. 
Church people can be the kindest people and 


These days, Gatwa Is more interested in 
astrology. As with a lot of millennials, it offers 
4 particularly chaotte 
period in time (he’s a Libra sun, Gemint 
Moon and Scorpio rising, for those who want 
to know). He has Co-Star (as well as other 
astrology apps) on his phone and he checks 
it every single day. “It probably filled a gap 
that religion left in me. 1 couldn't put my 
faith in an old book that had been used for 
so much evil. | found astrology so accepting. 
Ithelped me accept my own darkness, and 
‘other people's darkness, too. I had a very.. 
bad breakup. I ended up becoming homeless 
after It. People will probably think this sounds. 
so silly but once the grieving was done, 
once I'd found a safe home again, typing in 
‘our respective star signs and seeing all this 
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Neuti Gatwa 


“This person 
fits in 
everywhere 
and : 
nowhere 


writing that deseribed so accurately what the 
problem was between us, it led me to be able 
to forgive them. I understand their motives 
now. I don't forget their actions, but 1 ean 
forgive their motives.” 


JP) FORE We SEE him make his debut 
_) as the Doctor, Gatwa will be on the 
‘big screen in Barbie, which feels 
J like a curious progression from Sex 
Bducation and Shakespeare, He plays one of 
the many Kens tn Greta Gerwig's film, but 
‘when he first auditioned, he was reading for 
‘1 completely different part ~ although he 
‘won't reveal which one, In that first audition 
over Zoom he didn't have a seript or even 
‘synopsis of the plot; only one small scene 
and the knowledge that it was being directed 
by Gerwig and that tt starred Margot Robble 
‘and Ryan Gosling, That would be enough for 
anyone to want a part in the movie, though, 
IC seems tke roughly half of Hollywood did 
‘want a part judging by the cast Hist It became 
{4 meme that every actor inthe business was 
ether being drafted into Barbie or Christopher 
[Nolan's Oppenheimer, which will be released 
fom the same dy in the UK, 

‘Gatwat may have been unsuccessful with that 
first audition, but he clearly let an impression. 
‘A month later, he was contacted to read for a 
different role. “This sounds so arrogant,” he 
says, “but my agent said that Greta hadn't been 
able to stop thinking about me, s0 [was asked 
back to audition for Ken. Which was confusing 
because Ryan was Ken!” When he got a scene 
for that second audition through, though, 
things were clearer. But even then, he kept 
second: guessing himself, He spent the rest of 
the day recording alternate Hine readings and 
sending them to the casting agent, Then he got 
word that Greta wanted fo talk. “I've gotten 
down to the final two so many times," he says, 
“Then | meet the director and. Pm convinced 
that there's something about me that just turns 
them off. {was sure this would be the same 
thing again.” 

‘Gatwa Is so naturally charming, e's hand to 
imagine anybody having that reaction to him. 
“F've always felt 'm not masculine enough, not 
whatever enough for these directors. ean play 
that, but when they see that I'm not that.” he 
trails off, 

‘Thankfully, he was wrong. “The Leo-Libra 
vibe was just there on that Zoom meeting,” he 
says. Gerwig had essentially written dow his 
name in the script as “Ken Neuti” right after 
that fst audition hadn't worked out. And ina 
neat bit of fan-service casting, Emma Mackey, 
Gatwa’s co-star from Sex Education, plays a 
Barbie. She'd known about Gerwig’s plan the 


‘whole time but had been sworn to secrecy, 
Gatwa tells me that the first day on the 
Barbie set was a dance scene with all the 
Barbies and Kens present, including Margot 
Robbie and Ryan Gosling. “I didn’t know they 
‘were real people before that, { thought they 
‘were just. concepts,” he says, before quickly 
{earning that they weren't, of course. 

He then supplies a sweet anecdote about 
his time spent with the cast: “One of the best 
nights of my life was when Margot took all the 
‘arbies and all the Kens out in London to see 
“Mate Mike Live. That was. I don't know how 
{made it through any filming in the week after, 
‘my Volce was gone from screaming so much. 
‘The videos inthe group chat the next morning 
were the best. Greta Gerwig's assistant was 
pulled up on stage and given a lap dance and 
Greta was screaming in delight, Afterwards, 
‘we went and danced our hearts out. Margot 


{8a very, very good party host. She's queen 
of the vibes.” 

Of course, playing @ Ken doll couldn't be 
‘much further from taking up the mantle of 
Doctor Who, and Gatwat admits that nerves are 
starting to affect him. 

“I'm very nervous. | have a lot of sleepless 
nights where I lie awake feeling my heartbeat,” 
‘he says. I's hard co lmagine the pressure he must 
suddenly be feeling, but its understandable 
nevertheless. Doctor Who is selence-fetion, 
family show that has run, on and off in some 
form, for 60 years. Its also @ nexus of so much, 
of British culture, Like James Bond, the Doctor 
4s @ character through which Britain learns 
to understand itself, as much an icon of our 
changing times as fictional being. ‘The show's 
connection to British identity means tensions 
can run high and fans can be cruel at times, 
seemingly over protective because they fel that 
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the show is something they own. They can also 
be bigoted in the most predictable wa 
'm the first Black man to play thls 
character. The British press can be very 
mean,” he says of the reaction to his casting, 
But Gatwa is determined to remain steadfast 
In the face of criticism, *I ust have to focus 
‘on the job and stay true to what the Doctor is: 
id selentist allen who has adventures 
‘cares about everyone," he says. 
Thankfully, the Doctor Who team are 
helping him handle the pressures that come 
With his new role. “Russell T Davies has been. 
amazing, too, He calms me down, He's such 
an Earth sign. 1 can get yery anxious, but 
therapy helps, and they've made sure that 
have time put aside to have my sessions." 
Gatwa has also drawn support from 
some of the past Doctors, andl has met Peter 
Capaldi, David Tennant and Matt Smith in 
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person. He ran into Smith at party before he'd 
been announced for the role and tipsily sald 
1'm following In your footsteps!” ~ a remark 
which baffled Smith until Gatwa was officially 
confirmed as the new Doctor: Gatwa tells me 
that Tennant set up a group chat where some 
fof the previous actors stay in contact with one 

ther, and they've all offered Gatwa support 
and advice on dealing with the press. Afterall, 
the only people that can really know what i's 
like to be the Doctor are those who have been 
the Doctor, Once you're cast, you'll always be 
part of the show's long history. 

The series will return to BBC One (and 
Disney* in other territories) in three specials 
this coming November, all —as far as we know 

starring David Tennant once more. Gatwa's 
first episode will be in a Christmas special set 
toalr in December. 

Doctor Who is all about reinvention and with 


I'm the 


The British press 
can be very mean 
I just have to 
stay true to what 
the Doctor is 


Gatwa, this bold 
his aesthetic interpretation of the offbe 
travelling allen, Fashion might not be the frst 
thing people assoctate with Doctor Who, but 
what the Doctor wears Is an intrinsic part 
of the show. Tom Baker's long scarf, David 
Tenant's pinstripe sult; those are things that 
people Immediately associate with It, But 
Gatwa's Doctor might well be the first fashion: 
conscious one, “The day Russell invited me to 
meet everybody, they asked me what sort of 
costume f wanted, | showed them this Ralph 
Lauren collection that wats in partnership with 
Historically Black Colleges in America,” he say’, 
“Llove those pleces, they're so preppy and 
Black, But then they asked what else, because 
they'd been thinking about lots of outfits, almost 
«different one each week. Which fs new! I Jove 
It, The Doctor has travelled all of time and 
space; they're going to have a sick wardrobe, 
Not that previous Doctors were badly 
dressed, mind, “I love Jon Pertwee, the Third 
Doctor's outfits. Lovely velvet jackets and frilly 
shirts. [feel a connection to him, our Doctors 
are the only two who dress lke sluts," he laughs, 
The idea of multiple outfits has fed ta fun 
press cycle where Twitter is regularly treated to 
1 photoshoot of the Doctor and his companion 
Ina completely new style each time. The most 
notable of these was a Swinging Sixties look, 
with Gatwa sporting a blue striped suit and an 
Afro. “The hair and makeup department have 
been incredible" he exclaims, “Claire Wiliams 
and my own makeup artist, Bella, who isan old 
fiend, worked so well together in creating my 
Jooks. Originally, we weren't going to have the 
Afro, but Bella convinced me and I'm very glad 
she did, I's such a shot into the bloodstream. Its 
statement — the Doctor is fucking Black.” @ 


nagining ean be seen in 
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\s he releases 
‘The Show, Niall 
Horan r 
how he “lives” 
for touring, his 
desire to 
connect with 
fans through his 
songs, and the 
challenge of 
going out for 
chips in his trish 
hometown 
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MALL 
HORAN 


It's almost a cliché 
to call Niall Horan 


a “super-nice 


guy’. but 


really, 


there's no getting 
away from it. 


id his new album The 
ls no need to put one 
‘on fora Journalist In ft, the Irish singer 
songwriter Is s0 laid-back and likeable 
‘when we meet ata smart London hotel in 
the run-up to the record's release ~ fresh 
flowers everywhere, bottled water on th 
table ~ that I ask how he's stayed so wel: 
adjusted. “I's probably a combination of 
the upbringing I hud and the fact already 
had enough character at 16 [to deal with 
it) he says. “It might have been a different 
story fd started doing this when {was 10." 
Now 29, he has been scarily famous 
for almost half his life, Aer auditioning 
for The X Factor in 2010 as a solo artist, 
16-year-old Horan was eliminated at the 
boot camp stage, then given a spectacular 
second chance as one fifth of a hastily 
assembled group called One Direction, 
He and his new bandmates ~ Zayn Malik, 
Liam Payne, Harry Styles and Louts 
‘Tomlinson — dict win that year's show, 
‘but stil used it asa springboard to become 
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4 chart-topping global phenomenon. By 
the time One Direction announced an 
Indefinite hiatus in January 
sold 70 million records worldwide and 
debuted at number one ity the US with, 
thelr first four albums ~ something not 
‘even The Beatles achieved. When asked 
‘what he would say to his pretD, 16-year: 
‘ld self, Horan replies: "Get ready. Your 
life's about to change on a level that most 
‘ofthe world can't even quantity." 

Horan says he still speaks to “the 
Jads” on a regular basis but, like all of 
them, he has worked hard to carve out 
aan {dentity as a solo artist. If Horan’s 
Individual achievements still feel slightly 
underrated, that’s probably only because 
his flashler bandmate Styles Is now a 
stadium filling superst 

Released in 2017, Horan’s debut album 
Flicker was a deft blend of soft rock, folk 
and country that debuted at number one 
In the US and Ireland. His 2020 follow: 
up Heartbreak Weather added a dash of 


swagger to the mix — particularly on the 
Brit-poppy single ‘Nice to Meet Ya" ~ and 
became his first UK chart-topper. Because 
{dropped In March 2020, Justas Covid49 
‘was taking hold, Horan never got to take 
the album on the road. “I haven't toured 
since 2018 ~ that's wild” he says, “I love 
live music and | love touring ~ [ive fori 
So, it's sad that I haven't done tha 

Happily, a few weeks after this 
Interview, Horan announced The Show 
Live on Tour, a 50-date trek across Europe, 
‘North America, Australia and New Zealand 
‘hat will keep him busy from February to 
July of next year, When Horan last toured 
five years ago, he mainly played lar 
theatres, but now he Is alming to pack 
‘out arenas from Birmingham to Brisbane 
During our conversation, he hinted that 
the was ready for the step up, “In my 
the bigger the venue, the better, beca 
| fucking love tooking out at an ocean of 
people,” he says, “For me, it feels like the 
er the venue, the better the show Is 
gonna be.” 

Horan also makes no bones about 
wanting The Show to become another 

ber one. “There's nothing better 

getting that litle statue sent to your 
house," he says with an impish grin, At 
the time of writing, he seems well on 
course for another express delivery from 
the Official Charts Company. The albu 
breezy lead single "Heaven’ cracked the 
UK Top 20 in February, and its sprightly 
follow-up ‘Meltdown’ was released at 
the end of April. A few hours before this 
{nterview, I watch him perform both songs 
inthe Radio | Live Lounge, Horan is ust a 

ed with his band during rehearsals, 
but when he spots that his vocals are 
setting buried in the mix, he quickly and 
calmly gets it corrected, 

Horan began working on The Sho 
while holed up at home during the 
summer of 2020. The album title had 
come to him earlier in the year, but he 
“didn't really know what it meant until 
the pandemic”, When he sat down at the 
piano that August, the Iyries that came 
out for the song ‘The Show’ seemed to 
ipture the confusion of the Covid era: “If 
everything was easy, nothing ever broke / If 
‘everything was simple, how would we know? 
/ Howto fix your tears, how to fake a show 
AC this point, Horan says he realised The 
Show was both “a metaphor for life” and 
‘an overarching concept he could run 
with. “When there's no heartbreak [to 
‘write about}, you have to come up with 
a different concept,” he says. “I realised 
quite quickly that what | wanted to talk 


about was the ups and downs and good and 
bd of life, That's The Show 

Having “no heartbreak" is about as much 
as Horan will say about his personal life 
"Keeping that stuff quiet”, he believes, is one 
reason he remains so grounded. Since 2 
he has been dating Amelia Woolley a designe 
shoe buyer who never appears on his work: 
focused Instagram, But when we discuss 
“You Could Start a Cult an Idiosynerati folk 
ballad from the album, Horan does offer a 
teasing glimpse into thelr home life. He says 
the song's eye-catching title was inspired by 
the true-crime series they like watching, 
always try and write welrd stuff like that, 


“TLOVELIVE MUSIC ANDI 
LOVETOURING — TLE 
FORTE. LLOVE LOOKING OUT 
AT ANOCEAN OF PEOPLE 


then see if can flip it on its head and make 
the song, ttselF) not as dark as the tte," he 
says, In thls ease, Horan flipped it intoa “love 
song, effectively", albelt an intense one, “It's 
about... not the desperation feeling, but 
the ‘I think you're the best fucking thing in 
the world’ feeling.” he explains, "Ant If you 
started a cult, I'd follow you into the 

know, that kind of angst, though Id 
IU‘angst’ is the word I'm looking fr!" 


ORAN SPENDS A lot of time in 
LA because his record label and 

Bf producers are based there. His 
‘main collaborators on The Show 

were Joel Little, who he brought 

{ntbecause he liked his work with 

‘Taylor Swift, indie artist Noah 
long-time coewriter John Ryan, a veteran of 
four One Direction albums. "I think t's really 
important frst of all tbe loyal,” he says of 
his enduring partnership with Ryan, “And 
you know, If i's not broke, don't fx i." Stil, 
‘working with Litle felt just as comfortable, 
partly because they could pick things up at 
a moment's notice, “If get the green light at 
the top of my street [in LA}, can be at Jo 
house in ess than a minute,” Horan says, 
a fucking dream! 
But during the pandemic, Horan was 
grounded at his main base in southwest 
London. “I've never been fitter in my life 
because | as cyeling 80 oF 90 miles around 
Richmond Park every week —it's gorgeous out 
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Is. Like many of us, Horan 
has confcting feelings about the way 
Covid placed our lives on hold. “I don't 
to say I enjoyed it because I didn't 
it was such a horrible time,” he says. 
But got t0 a pol Wo or three 
months in, where Iwas ike: “This isthe 
Jongest I've ever hd off” He particularly 
appreciated having to stay in one plac 
for a sustained period of time, “Normally, 
se every three oF four 
*At Heathrow Altpot, the 
guards atthe [security} desk just laugh 
When they see me coming. They're lke, 
‘How do you do this?™ 
Having lived in London since he was 16, 
Horan says “it’s definitely the bes city on 
the planet”. But atthe same time, he still 
regards Mullingar, the irish market town 
where he was born andl raised, as home: 
Hisdebut solo single “This Tow, a UK top 
10 hit n 2016, was incredibly charming 
because it harnessed his ineffable longing 
for the place. Horan reckons he returns 
to Mullingar “seven or eight times a 
year", although walking down the high 
street Is pretty tricky, “I can't just pull up 
outside the chip shop, run in anal get the 
chips, then run back to the car” he says. 
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“Everything has to be thought through. 
Like, ‘Where am. going to park? How m 
streets. am I going to have to cross? What am, 
{going to wear?" Horan says all this with 
no hint of frustration: by now, he knows 
\what is expected of a homecoming hero. 

Horan knew he wanted to be a musickan 
from a young age and says he "tried 10 
make this as clear as possible” to his 
parents, They were *supportive up to 
44 point”, but because the fi 
have much mo 
creative hub like Dublin, his mother urged 
hhim to get some sort of qualification”. 
“L still don’t have any," Horan says with 
a laugh, “I didn't do GeSBs or anything 
like that because I didn’t finish school.” 
At 16, Horan made the 50-mile journey 
to Dublin to audition for The X Factor and 
arabbed hold of the One Direction rocket, 
with both hands. 

Did his parents come up with any 
Ideas for a Plan B? “We didn’t get that far. 
Honestly, just packed my bag and never 
‘came back = that’s the way they look at it” 
says Horan. "My father worked in Tesco 
for 35 years and my mother worked at a 
pewter genesis company making ltd bits 
and pieces ~ clocks and things like that. 


‘They both had very regular Jobs.” Horan 
notes astutely that some kids from a 
‘working-class background “lke to spread 
their wings and leave the nest* ~ as he 
did, quite spectacularly ~ whereas others 
“like to stay in thelr hometown, or maybe 
‘cant get out”. Horan pauses for a second, 
perhaps to ponder what might have been. 
"1 don't know what they would have 
‘wanted me to do, but 'm sure It would 
have been a good lif," he continues. “Like, 
my parents are having a good time.” 
Thirteen years after he left to become a 
pop star, Horan's own ambition remains 
undimmed. “I've achieved a lot in my 
‘young lif, but I'm still fred up to do as 
much as I can,” he says. "My career has 
felt so good because it reminds me of 
everything I thought the music Industry 


“TVEACIIIEVED \ LOT IN 
MY YOUNG LIFE, BUT TM 
STILL FIRED UP T0 DO 
AS MUCTIAS TCAN” 


‘would be when 1 was a kid, 1 got the good 
tend of the stick {in terms of] travelling the 
‘world and playing to millions. And 1 still 
‘want more of that.” 

For this reason, the audience 1s always. 
at the forefront of his mind. “When I'm 
writing, 1 ask myself, ‘Have 1 gone too 
speeitic t0 the point where It only makes 
sense to me?" he says. “And then I try and 
‘broaden the thought to make (tas relatable 
as possible.” ‘Never Grow Up! from Horan’ 
new album was partly inspired by his 
girliriend’s parents, who are “still madly 
In Jove”, but its Iyrcs will chime with One 
Direction fans who, lke him, are close to 
turning 30. “Hope we still drink tke we're 
back in the pub;" Horan sings. “Hope we 
grow old, but we never grow up: 

In Horan's eyes, the songs that fully 
stand the test of time — from Simon and 
Garfunkel to Whitney Houston and Adele — 
are “the ones that really mean a lot tothe 
people”. It's this kind of universal 
connection that he Is always striving for. 
“These are the things that go on in my head 
‘when I'm writing he says. “Idon't want to 
alienate anyone, and 1 don’t want to be 
Introspective to the point where ruin it for 
everyone. So, if they can connect fo it too, 
then weall get what we want out ofthis” @ 


Innew album JRL, 
Mahalia explores the 
pain of the past but 
keeps her faith in her 
philosophy: to live life 
with an open heart 
By Tara Joshi 


PHoTOGRArHY Hy siRut 
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P'S LUNCHTTIME IN east London, and we're 
In an Intimate, dimly lit restaurant not 
from where 25:year-old Mahalla Burkmar 
lives, Waiting on our order of chewy 
homemade dumplings, crisp cold noodles 
‘and cucumber salad, the Leicestershire 
born artist trom the small town of Syston is 
chatting about her love of a certain hit TV 
show. “We're talking season one: Daphne 
‘and the Duke," she gushes with a wide smile, 
Ahead of writing her second album, Shonda 
Rhimes’ raunchy period romp firldgerton 
hhad a surprisingly big impact on the singer- 
songwriter, "Shonda will never understand 
that saved me," she says, 

Occasionally, Mahalia pops a little 
pouch of elderflower snus into her mouth 
and winces slightly (after seven years, she 
decided to quit smoking), or else peppers 
silences by singing along to the tunes on the 
restaurant's playlist (she seems especially 
pleased when Christine and the Queens? 
“Tilted” comes on). Everything about the 
young star ~ dressed in a black Stdssy 
hhoodie with black racer vest underneath, 
sand her mid-length blonde hair pulled back 
Ina ponytail 1s as affable as allthis might 
suyggest: her demeanour 1s easy, effusive, 
and, overall, she seems pretty happy. 

Cut back to a few years ayo, though, 
and that wasn't the case. As with so many 
musicians, her career suddenly felt deeply 
precariouis in the midst of the Covid-19 
lockdown, At the end of 2019, Mahalia put 
out her debut album, Love and Compromise, 
‘but what should have been a year of touring 
and festivals was put on hold, 

Around the same time, she had her heart 
broken — and so it was that Mahalia found 
herself home alone (her ex took the dog, 
too). She felt completely unable to write 
‘music and was too sad to steep ina bed that 
now seemed big and lonely, and so instead, 
she Would tle on the sofa Watching Nettix. 
“1 was just in this pit of sadness, eating 
Super Noodles every day ~ some days my 
friends were basically force-feeding me 
Super Noodles — it was a really deep part 
of my life. And then I honestly think it was 
something about Bridgerton,” she laughs, 


unabashed. “I'd moved into my Mat, Vd 
started seeing a therapist, and then 1 found 
the show and it pulled me out of whatever 
1 was in, was gigeting, Twas erying, 1 was 
really looking at love again — and even 
though it was Ina show, I was looking at 
‘again like it was something magical. And 
then I started writing 

owas around the same time ~ during the 
at Out to Help Out period ~ that Mahalia 
‘Went to a ar with some mates, just having a 
pint on the street, and ended up locking eyes 
‘with someone new, "Ic wasall just alignment; 
everything made sense,” she beams, 
recalling the first meeting with the man who 
‘would become her current 
boyfriend, “Suddenly {had 
someone to go throuigh the 
‘motions with, to tak abou 
Jove with.” 

The two of them 
started to write together, 
making the beginnings 
‘of what would become 
IRL, Mahalia's impressive 
second album. It's a 
vibrant record which 
spans bangers and silky 
slow jams, all topped with, 
her sumptuous voice and 
forthright lyrics. There 
are tracks where she's just 
flexing, of checking In on. 
her anxieties, conveying 
that her tifestyle Is not as 
‘glamorous as people might 
assume, but there's one overarching theme, 
t's apparent on helty lead single “Terms 
‘and Conditions’, which anthemically makes 
her expectations of lovers clear: “If you 
‘want my love / Then let's discuss the man 
‘you're required to be". On ‘Lose Lose’, she 
notes the pleasure of loving, but says that 
beyond the whirkwind, if is not working, 
she Is willing to let go of that person (and, 
tacitly, a part of herself), Elsewhere, JoJo 
appears for a glorious R&B stomper with the 
duo calling out cheaters lke they're giving 
advice to a mate, while Stormy makes a 
tender contribution on ‘November", a 


Mahalia 


“People think 
Thate men. 
But what 'm 
really trying 
to dois change 
something; 
change 
the way of 
thinking” 


beautiful track which Mahalia correctly 
describes as i wedding slow-dance song, On 
it, she delicately offers lines like "Dreamning’s 
rol as good as life, with you In i" white later 
acknowledging, “love you even if you hurt me 
~ and you might”. 

IRL, then, finds a young woman growing up ~ 
‘nthe tite track she is tery in conversation 
with her younger self, Mahalia is embracing 
all parts of her being and acknowledging past 
hhurt and loss, while stil opening up to love all 

‘because even with the potential 

{or grief, she wagers that i's worth it, And this 

UUme around, she Is unafraid to ask her partners 

{or more and to leave them behind ithey can't 
provide It 

tell her that 1 wish this 
album had existed a decade 
‘ago, so that 1 might have 
treated myself a bit better 
Jn romantic love during my 
twenties. Although she's 
delighted with the idea of 
{it serving that purpose for 
young women, she's also 
‘adamant that this record is 
for everyone. “I think people 
think I hate men,” she sco, 
“But what F'n really trying. 
to do is change something; 
change the way of thinking. 
T have been with boys since 
childhood who could never 
express their emotions and 
told me | was eazy.” 

Indeed, her storytelling 
‘here is far more nuanced than lazy misandry, 
‘We talk at length about patriarchy, and how 
‘even seemingly innocuous things like young 
boys pulling gil’ hair at school as a means 
to get attention ends up in situations where, 
in heterosextal relationships, men express 
affection by hurting women, and women 
think they're in the wrong if they question 
that. “This shit's been going on sinee I was & 
fucking baby, and it’s not changing quickly — 
it’saystemic,” she exclaims, The conversation 
digs deeper as we discuss imposter syndrome 
more broadly, diving into how structures 
have been built with white, cis, hetero men 
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in mind, so those of us who fall outside 
those identities feel uncomfortable ~ and 
how that can show up not only in our 
professional lives, but also our romantic 
‘ones, “This game 8 rigged," she nods, 
vigorously. “This game wasn’t built for me 
to succeed and find love and ask for what 
need from a lover; it was built for us as 
women to sit down, agree, conform. And 
T suppose the place I'm at now is: I'm just 
thot doing It” 

Mahalia's 2019 album drew from that 
Infamous Eartha Kit interview where the 
Ja singer was asked if she would be willing 
to compromise int relationship with aman, 
In the clip she throws her head 
‘ek, cackling in that infamously 
unassailable tone: “Stupid! A 
man comes into my Hfe, and | 
have to compromise? For what? 
‘\ relationship {s a relationship 
that has to be earned (..) When 
‘you fallin love... What is there 
to compromise about? Lo.) Hall 
{in Jove with myself, and f want 
someone to share It with me.” 

It’s often the case that an 
artist will spend a lifetime 
revisiting the same themes in 
their work, turning over and re- 
‘examining ideas as they gain 
how experience and grow. Kitt’s 
positing of selfactualisation and 
boundaries sitting hanel tn band 
‘with an openness to vulnerability 
and softness remain central to 
Mahalia’s second album, Only this time the 
concept feels sturdier, lke it's something she 
{eels and knows more clearly than ever, “L 
think there’ fot of strength to this tba,” 
she agrees. “I thouight that about my first 
album until | wrote this one ~ but this is 
‘more like feeling strong from the inside and 
allowing that to show on the outside. For me, 
thisis definitely my most vulnerable {music)." 

Assured honesty is @ throughline In 
Mahalia's work, At the age of 25, i's strange 
‘but not untruthful to say she is already 
something of a veteran in the UK music 
scene, having signed to a major label when, 
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Mahatia 


“I think! 
honestly 
started 


writing songs 


because I 


wanted to tell 
a boy that I 
really liked 


him” 


she was 13 years old.“ was always bit nuts as 
aki” she says, recalling a youth spent danelng, 
painting, acting and writing poems after her 
‘mum regularly read her Maya Angelou before 
‘going to bed, Mahalia’s parents were in a band 
called Club O, gigging all over Leicester playing 
‘whit her dad! calls ‘psyeho-acoustie soul, "He 
was always writing songs In the house, always 
playing guitar, always singing” she says, *And 
‘mum was always singing and writing with him, 
‘and Lust have watched them doing chat from 
the age of four ~ and they're still doing it now." 
She remembers sitting front row at thelr shows 
‘with her brothers. "So, think it Imusic) almost 
Felt kind of inevitable, Maybe at frst 1 was kind 
of copying my dad” she grins. “I do 
remember thinking it was amazing 
he could ereate something with his 
Fans ike that.” 

On a rotating diet of Adele, Kate 
Nash and Ed Sheeran (she recalls 
hearing “The A-Team’ for the first 
time on a mate’s BlackBerry in the 
school changing rooms after PE), 
Mahala started learning guitar, 
drums and bass around the age of 1, 
She began writing songs around the 
same time Cle didn’t Feel weird to 
me, beeiuse I watched my parents 
do ial the time"). Her reason for 
writing was, like so much great 
art, born out of a desire to impress 
someone she fancied, “I think | 
honestly started writing songs 
because I wanted to tell a boy that 
I really liked him," she laughs. *One 
of the songs I wrote for hin Isang in the talent 
show when I was about 12. This is what ! mean 
when 1 say I was a bit nuts I really didn't care 
hat anybody thought!” 

That heart-on-sleeve, give-no-tucks 
determination infuses Mahalia’s work to this 
day — but those early influences are perhaps 
‘somewhat at odds with much of het output now. 
Marketed within the tealms of R&B, soul and 
vibey, heady pop, all of which she fell in love 
with through her teen years, she 1s frank that 
she did't feel there was a place for her within 
the mote alternative world back then. “My frst 
official love was guitar and vocal, but it was a 


really diferent time. 1 was a Brown skinned girl 
from Lelcester, trying to play guitar with British 
accent, and the industry literally just sald "No; 
she sighs. “It was really sad, Now I'm watching 
artists ove ike Cat Burns and Rachel Chinourint 
‘come up, and I'm so happy that those girls are 
allowed fo live in thelr fe and make the musie 
they wanna make, but part of me also mourns 
that 12 years ago thae wasn't the case.” 

That genuine desire for others to succeed 
(s perhaps why, both on social media and in 
real lfe, Mahalia i always shouting about her 
peers, lifting up the work of others, as well 
fas mentoring younger artists, She points to 
hher muste teacher, Mr Hill, who consistently 
encouraged her at school; to her family ~ 
‘especially her mum, Who took her fo countless 
fopensimic nights and drove her around the 
country in-an attempt to ful what had then 
seemed like the impossible dream of meeting 
Ed Sheeran; and, of course, after her mum 
succeeded, Sheeran himself, who shared 
13-year-old Mahalia’s SoundCloud on Twitter, 
Which fed to her getting signed, 

“The whole thing around “it takes a village’ 
really applied to me,” she says, “There were so 
many adults in my life that made me fee! there 
was no Himit to anything I wanted to achieve, 1 
definitely wasn’t confident in myself asa young 
il, but I was realy confident n what I thought 
coud achieve, and think that was because 1 
‘could see people believed {n me. 1 know how 
‘exciting it can feel when other artists make you 
Feel appreciated and respected, s0 | think i's 
really important for me to show love.” And so, 
Mahalia fs leading with the magic possibilities of 
love in all parts of her lite 

With finch over, we walk down the road, 
sitting outside in the back patio area of a café 
hear Vietorla Park, Here, Mahalia sips on a hot 
chocolate, reflecting on her current romantic 
relationship of three years. "I don’t think | ever 
‘won't be a lover gir,” she smiles. “It’s really 
sweet, My bestie Is always like, ‘How do you 
‘open your heart over and over again?" And I'm 
like, ‘Because that just doesn’t seare mie!’ 1 
probably don’t want to feel the pain I felt from 
iny ex ever again — but does It scare me? No! 
‘Writing this record, 1just felt so sure about that. 
1 could do ital again... even if rather not." @ 
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Hi TESTIMONIALS WRITTEN about Jacob Colle 
¢ s0 Intensely fawning and 
night seem fake I'they 


weren't so unanimous, 
“He's nothing like I've ever seen befo 
‘Stormy has sald, while Coldplay's Chel Marth 
labelled him “the best musician in the world” 
The great Quincy Jones, Colller's de facto 
rerand early mentor, added: “I have never 
\y life seen a talent lke this: 
With co:signs from stars across Jazz, pop 
and rap, and as the first British artist to win a 
mnmiy for each of his fist fou Collier 
1s one of the most in-demand musicians on the 
planet, But chances are you may never h 
heard of him. 
A 28-year-old multl-tny 
London 
violinist 


ctor Suzle Collier, Jacob 
emerged a decade ago on YouTube, sharing 
split-screen covers of global stars Including 
Stevie Wonder. Inthe videos, Collier plays every 
Instrument ancl rushes about between them like 
vewire, creating loops and showing incredible 
dexterity and natural talent on whichever 
instrument he picks up. These videos were the 
‘gonests of a one-man show that Collier built in 
2015 and toured the world with, catching the 
attention of Quiney Jones, who took Collier 
under his wing and became his mentor. That 
same year, Jones flew Collier out to the Montreux 
fuze Festival in Switzerland, where he introduced 
him to Herbie Hancock. 

ferbie had bought my whole discography 
‘on Banleamp,” Collier tells me in his dressing, 
room midway through the Rolling Stone UK 
photoshoot, giddy disbeller still permeating 
his voice. “I got an email from him, and it 
said something like, “Hey, I've Just bought this 
‘whole bunch of music and I love it! Where do 
you live?” In his note alongside the purchase, 
Hancock told Collier something that has stuck 
‘with him in the decade since: “All the best music 
‘comes from the best ie.” 


and he fondly tells a story of picking up the violin 

age two after seeing his mother playing it while 
rocking him on her knee. "Like many people, 
I realised that I've found myself aspiring to be 
like my mum as I've got older, She's a conductor 
fand an extraordinary teacher, but also just an 

mazing person. My first memortes of huma 
Interaction were her teaching people to play the 
violin at my house. elcome home from school, 
and she'd be there enabling them, challenging 
‘hem, duetting with them. 

At the age of two or three, Jacob would go 
and see his mother conduct the orchestra at 
the Royal Academy of Music. “It wasn’t just a 
cease of her moving her hands up and down,” 
he remembers, “That's the least of the process. 
Its how she made the orchestra feel that stayed 
with me. At the time I think I thought it was 


normal: ‘Oh, this fs normal, this is what people 
do, They conduct orchestras, and they'll Just 
come to life 

Given this background, it’s perhaps no 
surprise to read the fawning words about Collier 
from thousands of household names. As well 
as being a supremely talented and virtuosic 
musician, he understands the essence of 
collaboration and what to bring to the process. 
In conversation, he talks as animatedly about 
communicating past a language barrier and 
through music with Malian singer Oumou 
‘Sangaré as he does about linking up with SZ 
fo co-write the huge hit ‘Good Days’, “I get a 
major kick out of dressing up my universe to 
the eyes of other people's universes,” he says 
\with a smile. “'m learning through them how 
{could forge my own ideas differently. 1 think 
the biggest kick I can get is the feeling of being 

‘human and making a connection with other 
humans. I's something I think that music does 
really, really well, but i's much bigger than 
music as well” Unknowingly echoing Hancock's 
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Jacob Coll 


\words to him from a decade prior, he adds: "I's 
Just about being alive.” 

I's. phrase that permeates every facet of his 
life, “I'm quite a chaotic and colourful person 
In many ways,” Collier says of how his music 
hhas gone on to Influence his kaleidoscopic 
visual aesthetic, which has evolved to Include a 
collaboration with Crocs, with whom he's about 
todrop a shoe that is designed entirely by him. 

Sitting down for our cover Interview, he’s 
dressed ~ anything - even more flamboyantly 
Inhis own clothes than in the photoshoot outfits, 
sporting a blue tie-dye ensemble, Sitting next 10 
hhimare those new custom range of Crocs, which 
are just as vibrant as he is. I's a wild collab, 
but one that makes perfect sense in Collier's 
World. Boasting a black base emblazoned with 
blue, pink and yellow parallelograms and 
Jibbitz featuring a shuttlecock, musical notes, 
bananas and tiny silver bells on the rear heel, I 
‘essentially his musical genius brought to lie in 
physical form. 

“When Crocs first came out, my whole 
family were fans, but no one wore them,” he 
beams. “It's come back around now where all 
the biggest celebrities in the world are wearing 
Crocs, and I'm lapping it up! {love tt so much, 
‘This isa bit of a dream for me to make a shoe 
with Crocs.” 

He continues: “I'm often drawn to patterns 
that have lots of different colours and patterns 
‘and things going om with them, and {aso just tke 
‘comfortable clothes,” he says. "Love loud, [love 
colourful, 1 also love very subtle 
textures and elements in them” 


avitalcog 


In some ofthe biggest musie machines oper 
today. In 2021, he was recruited to East Point 
Studios on Bssex's Osea Island as one of 
Stormzy’s collaborators for third album This is 
‘What ! Mean. Speaking glowingly of his end and 
collaborator, Collier says the ferences between, 
hhlm and the Croydon rapper allowed a beautiful 
working relationship to flourish. “Stormzy is one 
of these really spectal people who's achleved a 
vast amount of success, but has also reached 
lots of people and been very Important in the 
‘culture. But with (This s What Mean}, since his 
third album, he chose to surround himself with 
people who, in his eyes, were more qualified than 
hhe was to execute his vision," says Collier of the 
celebrated artist, 

“That’s an incredibly bold, beautiful and 
humble move?’ adds Collier. “It’s such a joy to 
see Stormzy bring the fullest version of himsel 
to the table with all these other people who are 
really different from him. Stormzy and I ove a 
Jot of the same music and were brought up in 
the same city, but we actually don’t have that 
‘much in common. It was one of the best forms 
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of collaboration I've ever experienced, because 
ofthe environment” 

‘The environment, which has been 
well documented, saw Stormzy invite his, 
collaborators to live and work on the island, 
nd Collier speaks ofthe rapper sayinga prayer 
every morning before work began for those 
‘who were leaving the process and some who 
were just Joining. “He did sueh a good job 
of curating a really special, creatively open 
atmosphere, where everyone could bring things 
to the table and parts of themselves that were 
totally new. You could fee the family spirit of it 
anda sensitivity. 

“1 think Stormzy could have gone out 
and been even more ballsy, forthright and 
extroverted, Collier muses of his collaborator’s 
musical evolution, "But he chose to look inward, 
‘whieh fsa beautiful, brazen example for people 
and artists all over the world, You get to that 
level and are essentially the king of England, 
and you choose to look inward Instead of just 
going bigger" 

‘A more spontaneous and light-hearted 
collaboration came last summer when Collier 
Joined Coldplay at their huge Wembley Stadium 
shows, Ashe reveals excitedly, Chris Martin 
‘who he had collaborated with on Coldplay's song 
‘Human Heart’ ~ rang him on the day of the 
‘band's fist show at the venue andl asked him 
to fill n last-minute on a series of special guest 
appearances, “I was oma shoot or had a meting 
for something.” he laughs. "hrs sald ‘Hey, 
are you in London, and are you free tonight, 
because Natale brug wants co sng orn’ at 
Wembley Stadium?" 

“1 didn’t know the song,* Colter admits, 
quickly realising how absurd that statement is 
C's the biggest banger of al time!" he realises 
now) and learned the chords on the journey to 
the stadium. For the next three nights, he joned 
Coldplay's special guests ~ Imbruglia, Steve 
Coogan as Alan Partridge, and Stormvzy ~as they 
delighted fans with unexpected performances. 

“Lust love that feeling of bel thrown into 
something" he says with a grin, "I deliberately 
create environments on tour and in my life 
where I don’t know what the hells going on 
and! ust have fo figure it out" Like his mother 
before him, he felt ke the glue that knitted the 
collaborations together those three nights, a 
connective tissue between artists that allowed 
everyone involved to bring out the best in 
themselves. 15 a true skll, and clearly part of 
‘why Collier i s0 in-demand, 

Parallel to this enviable list of collaborations 
has been a growing solo career for Colter that 
has gained him five Grammy nominations 
including an Album of the Year nod for 2020's 
Djesse Vol. 3. The Djesse series — a play on 
Collier's initials ~ has seen him traverse a vast 
and intricate network of genres, from classical 
to jazz, R&B and pop. Jacob's ist slbum In My 
Room was solo mission, but the Djesse project, 


“I've never 
beena 
articular 
eliever 
in genre. 
It's quite 
a20th- 
century 
construct’ 


ongside the writing and production of the 
‘music being predominantly made tn his music 
room at home where it all began, involved Jacob 
Inviting a whole host of collaborators from 
ross the globe. 

With Djesse Vol. due this year, he's draftingin 
‘more collaborators than ever before, Hundreds 
of thousands of them, fn fact, Ata 2019 show in 
‘San Francisco, Collier began an impromptu ritual 
that would become a staple of his live shows 
id a viral sensation, orchestrating the crowd 
through an improvised and spontaneous cover 
version, with their voices rising and falling in 
spine-tingling harmony. 

“rd say about 50 per cent of the crowd have 
aan idea of where things are going, but I's almost 
like the murmuration of birds ~ there's a huge 
gravitational pull to go In a certain direction, 
Collier says of the process. “Every person who 
seems to know the right note causes the five 
people around them to know what the right 
note is. San Francisco changed the way I thought 
about people and music. There's an inbuilt 
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understanding, and people have a tonal gravity 
‘hich you can tap into.” 

Since then, the auclience participation has 

ned Collier’ live performances, which he has 

ded one-man show 
to incorporate a band due to his tonglng for a 
‘onstage community. A few days after we speak, 
he br ‘concept (0 is blgyest audience yet 
fon Glastonbury’s West Holts stage in a glorious 
display of collective power 

Ashis reputation grows, and his collaborations 
continue, Collier is forging career asa pop star 
in his own right. With Djesse Vol. 4 feeling like 
the end of the beginning, what's next for this 
supreme talent? Does he want to have a radio 
it, oF to dive deeper into becoming the muso 
prodigy many have pegged him as? “I can’t say 
really,” he smiles, clearly excited by uncertainty 
and the prospect of infinite possibilities, 

“1 wouldn't seem to be interested In 
narrowing into a genre, because I've never 
been a particular bellever in genre. I's quite a 
20ti-century construct, and it can be helpful 


to some people, but not necessarily to create 
‘music. I will probably stubbornly not conform 
to an {dea of genre, but I do think that all sorts 
of limitations can be immensely valuable, I'm 
always very interested in different ways to narrow 
the aperture without decreasing any potential for 
Infinity within that aperture. 

He has a similar outlook on fame, with any 
Interest in turning from a erities' choice Into a 
household name hinging on keeping his iron: 
clad integrity, “When I wasa kid, Ididn't dream 
of being famous,” says Collier. “{Being famous} 
Feels incredible, because It's proof of the work 
that you're doing reaching and moving people. | 
think the more people I can move in a deep way, 
the better, but I feel like t doesn't really matter 
If W’s three people in a room or three million 
people on the Internet, or 3,000 people in a 
venue, My Job is to perform to the people who 
are present and who are listening to something 
that feels really real, something that’s really 

to my perspective of the 
creates music to become 
ly results tn that musiclan’s 


seems to be the perfect word 10 
describe Jacob Collier, who dashes excitedly 
between musical styles with abandon, while 
soaking up all the extra knowledge he can, 
As with everything though, this inspiration 
‘comes back to people, whether it be his Alist 
collaborators, his mother or the hundreds of 
thousands of volces on his new album, 
1 always cloes well to put faith In people,” 
Collier says of trusting his audience to Join him 
always believed that i you put 
d you say, ‘No, you ean do 
‘on any scale, whether it's a 
rand a student or friend ta frlend, or 
‘me to my audience, they can surprise themselves, 
‘There's something in people ~ all they need Is 
Just a bit of faith in themselves, I put my faith in 
them every single night 

Every night on tour inthe four years since that 
show In San Francisco, this falth has rebounded 
Into Collier, who Is now collaborating on a vast 
scale and emerging as one of modern music's 
‘great polymaths, “There areal sorts of things that 
people would have experienced on that cay that 
brought them to the venue that night,” he says 
Fondly, “Even If’ Just for two or three minutes, 
the feeling that everybody's unified is wonderful 

or me, the fact that I'm not actually singing 

anything is profound, because 'm just essentially 
{guiding people to express what they already 
know" headds, distilling his singular appeal and 
the reason why he's coveted collaborator for so 
many. Italso brings him back to the very start, as 
he smiles: “It makes me fee like the best of my 
mum, you know?" @ 
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Ger To si down not once, 
but twice, with Loreen, all in 
the space of a week. Our time 
ogether has done my soul a 
lot of good; she’s a calming 
influence. The first thing you 
need to know about the Swedish 
pop star is that spirituality Is 
everything to her, This also 
leads to the Libra quickly trying 
o guess the star sign of every 

crew member on set for her Rolling Stone UK 

digital cover shoot 

| am scheduled to delve into the enigma that 
{s Loreen right at the end ofa frankly delirious 
day on set (soundtracked almost entirely by 
PKA Twigs’ and Pa Salleu’s banger ‘honda’, But 
everything runs well over, and as a planned 
elghthour day quickly sips into 11 hour 
pretty exhausted. Consequently, our interview 
{s rescheduled o take place at her London hotel 
at the weekend, 

When I meet her for a second time tt feels lke 
‘ahuge intake of fresh ar. Larrive at King’s Cross, 
albeit 10 minutes late, but Lam soon enveloped 
by an overwhelming sense of calm, Loreen is 
sitting in the lobby of The Standard, London, 
hhotel drinking a slightly tepld cup of Kar! Grey 
tea, This time, she’s dressed down in a 
black ensemble, She Instantly recognises me 
er giving me a hug, she 

re poling to talk 


when arrive, and a 

{s desperate to know what wi 

about, We settle on: everything, 
My first big question is how have the past 


few weeks been for her? “I've been going from 
{t feeling surreal, ‘What happened? to this 
overwhelming, happy feeling,” 
‘now and then, I Just think, "What the fuck just 
happened? Did we seriously win that?" I feel a 
Jot of gratitude. Life Is Just. so interesting. A 
year back, if somebody told me, "You're going 
{to be on Eurovision, and you're going to win, 
Td probably laugh my ass off, and say, “That is 
never gonna happen. No, I don’t think so? But 
life changes so fast, I can hardly believe it. Now 
I'm here in London, doing what | love the most 
~ meeting new people. You, and everybody, and 
creating, music, What the fuck, man?” 

Loreen, a name now so synonymous with 
Eurovision, never watched the singing event, 
or its Swedish feeder, Melodifestivalen, as 
a child. “We had three channels and I didn’t 
know anything about Melodifestivalen or 
Eurovision,” she says. “I just knew at some 
point in my life, very late, though, that I wanted 
fo work with musie. 1 was just trying to find 
‘my way wherever I went.” Loreen, 39, has now 
‘competed in the Swedish Eurovision selection 
process four times, making it through twice, 
‘and winning both times ~ impressive stuff. Her 
determination means her name will forever 
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appear in pop music history books, 

In the light of her win, it seems incredible 
that Loreen was at first reluctant about a 
possible return to Eurovision. So much so that 
she originally turned down the idea of using 
fiery pop anthem Tattoo’ for Melodifestivalen 
after being sent a demo, How different things 
could have been, “I was afrald,” she admits, 
“That was Just my initial reaction (when 
asked to return to Melodifestivalen}, because 
everything went so fast for us. First there was a 
song, and [loved the song. There was no talking 
about Melfest, IC was Just a beautiful song and I 
wanted to release it, 

From all directions, she was firmly nudged 
Into entering tt, in what turned out to be her 
fourth whirl at Melodifestivalen, “Initially, 1 
sald, ‘No, no, no, no!” I usually do that when 
Fdon't know the purpose of why I'm doing 
something. I said no, because I needed time 
(o figure things out, When I say time to figure 
things out, what I mean fs, Ineed to understand 
why Ido things. 

Everything that happens in Loreen’s life 
‘acts as a (est, she believes, The prospect of a 
Eurovision return is a prime example. "What 
Is the story? What can I give you guys? Is this 
‘meant for me to do? If you're at a crossroads, 
are You going to go right? Or are you going to go 
left? You can't really rush into that, That's why 
{said no, 1 sald no for a while. I Just thought, 
“How do I navigate this?" 

As time passed, signs that it was the ri 
thing to do started to appear, *They Ws 
beautiful, beautiful signs. The first was the song; 
the second sign was the people that | trusted 
around me ~ they were so happy whenever 1 
sald, ‘Yes’. There were so many positive things 
happening, People were happy and curious, 
's why I sald yes, basically 

A strong sense of purpose flows through 
everything Loreen does. When she competed 


ght 


In Azerbaijan back in 2012, a country marred 
by its questionable human rights record, she 
was the only entrant to meet local human righ 
activists, She told reporters: “Human rights are 
violated in Azerbaljan every day. One should 
not be silent about such things.” An Azerbaijan 
government spokesman responded critically, 
calling for the contest to not “be politicised 
d demanded the EBU (European Broadcasting 
Union) prevent such meetings, But Swedish 
diplomats stayed firmly on Loreen’s side. They 
replied that the EBU, the Swedish broadcaster 
SVT and Loreen had not acted against the 
‘competition's rules, 
“What I experienced 
experience in Azerbaijan,” she explains. “The 
vibe was completely different, Azerbaijan was 
tense. The dictator [Ilham Aliyev, who's been 
In power since 2008) was so annoyed by 1 
she laughs, clearly revelling in recalling how 
she upset the higher powers of the 2012 host 
‘country, Her whole delegation was effectively 
put on house arrest, *My security sald, ‘We 
think you should stay in the hotel’, because 
[Aliyev] was very annoyed by me doingall these 
things. Me and my proclucer, we celebrated, All 
‘of us in the delegation just sald, ‘Is he annoyed? 
Cheers!" as she mimics clinking glasses. 


OREEN IS BISEXUAL, and came out 
| publicly in a TV interview with Swedish 
presenter Renée Nyberg In 2017. 
Eurovision and the LGBTQ+ community have 
strong tes. Previous LGBTQ» contestants and 
‘winners such as trans star Dana international, 
drag queen Conchita Wurst and Duncan 
Laurence have all found success in the 
‘competition, Loreen loves her queer fans dearly, 
too. The ‘Euphoria’ singer told Nyberg at the 
lime: *Many people are so focused on 
‘on sexuality. Love is so much more, 1 usually 
say ‘Love Is where you find it" When asked 


Liverpool, | di 


“Every now and then, 
I just think, ‘Did we 
seriously win that?’” 
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to clarify whether this meant she identifies as 
bisexual, Loreen said she “quite simply" was 

Unsurprisingly, her LGBTQ* fans message 
her all the time. *I absolutely love that, Queer 
or not queer, I don’t see that; I just see us as 
people with certain attributes. That's why 
say these are my people, We have the same 
mindset, The thing ts, Ifsomebody asked me, 
‘What is freedom, what Is feeling free?” That is 
Just doing exactly what you feel lke, expressing 
yourself exactly the way you want to express 
yoursell, Clothe yourself the way you ws 
clothe yourself, talk the way you want to talk. 
Don't care about what other people think, This 
Is true 

She goes on passionately: “This community, 
we know what freedom Is about and whi 
that feels like, If you compare it to another 
community wh 
regulations... where someone says, “You nee 
to talk ike this and be like this, that’s a fucking 
fall 1 cannot do that, For m 
says, ‘You are weird’ to me, that’s [them saying} 
that I'm free 

‘Welrd’ Is how Loreen deserlbes herself as 
a child, *I was Just a welrd kid, I preferred my 
own cot she recalls, Her childhood 
wasn't easy. She's one of sbx kids, ralsed by a 
single mum, “1 was ralsed tn a big family, A lot 
of siblings, «lot of helping Mother out because 
she was alone, trying to make ends meet. We 
didn't have much.” 

Growing up “poor” led her to start 
‘questioning things at an early age. “Why Is 
that happening? Why am I doing that, what is 
this all about?” That's where spirituality starts," 
she says, “So, in my house, these conversations 
happened: ‘Why don't we have what they 
have? What's the purpose of that? ‘Thats unfatr 
Those people died over there. Why Is tt lke 
that?’ Spirituality is about questioning your 
environ nd understanding the bigger 
pleture of things 

This chi 
component in her personality and outlook on 
life. As well as star signs, she loves nature 
meditating, She even has a house she can take 
herself away to on the remote Swedish Island 
of Gotland. 

Although Loreen was born in Sweden, 
her parents are both Moroccan and moved 
to Sweden in thelr teens, These roots and 
heritage, she says, are a huge spiritual 
Influence, too. I know what suffering fees ike 
If you've been in pain, and allowed yourself 
to be in pain, or life has given you painful 
situations, at some point, when you see another 
person in paln? Ooof, [can feel that, and | know 
\what you're going through, 1 can fmagine what 
re going through. That's why you can't stop. 


nt to 


racteristle continues to be a key 


from reacting, 
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Loreen comes across as a strong woman and, 
as it transpires, is descended ftom a long, line of 
them, This sense of fight from within feels Uke i 
was destined to leave a dramatic mark on Loreen's 
trajectory before she was even born. It's taken 
a while for her to appreciate her rich cultural 
history in its fullness, but it opens up the chance 
forthe most incredible part of our Interview. 

The women from my mother's mother’s 
side, these are real warriors, Historically, 
the women from my tribe, they're called 
Berber.” She explains that 
from ‘Barbarian’, and adds: "They were c 
Barbarians by the Egyptians because they were 


ressive, The women were so aggressive. 
Isn't that interesting? 
from my tribe, 
in monogamy, but bi 
Historically, they went out to the village In 
search of man, ‘You're coming with me; 
right? ‘They did whatever they wanted to do. 
Then they sald, "Tasta,’ and th 
children by themselves, This whole con 
husband and wife was never a concept 
used these women in Wi 
‘Ahhh 
his energy Is “gene 
confirms, but that seemed obvious from 
the get-go, and 1s especially reflective, she 
says, through her gra “My great 
my grandmother, all of these 
women, they had a Ife presented to them. 
They were told, “This s what your life fs going 
like, 
som. My 
grandmother nd, He dled 
In the war. They wanted her to marry someone 
else, So, what does the bitch do? She says, 
"Fuck, no, 

Loreen then tel , while dressed as 
aman “with a kaftan and everything” to avoid 
suspielon, her grandmother fled to a different 
city with her two children and her housekeeper 
| have pictures of her at home, 

dressed 


siniles: “The women 
weren't so Interested, 
ng in a relationship. 


ralsed thelr 
pt of 
They 
because they were 


tobe like, by men, but instead, they we 
"Fuck, no!’ They fought for the 
3b 


me hoy 


in tow 
seriously! She left everything behind, 
as 4 man, $0 that nobody would notice her. She 
had a cousin in the next city, opened upa store, 
still dressed as a man, till she got fucking old 
She raised those two children by herself with 
some help from her cousins and never married 
again. I have a picture of her; she didn't stop 
wearing male clothes undil she died, The kaftan, 
the hat, the gold tooth, That was hardcore from, 
my grandmal™ 

Loreen’s mum had her when she was just 
16, Before that, she too was told to marry, and, 
like her mother before her, also fled her family 
home. “They told her, ‘You're going to marry 
because we're poor. This man, he's twice your 
‘age, or three times your age, but he's good for 
you. Again, she says, ‘Fuck, no’ It’s passed 
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on through generations. Without knowing 
the language, without ever going to school, 
Without even knowing how the world works, 

Her mother grew up believing there were only 
three countries in the world: Germany, France 
and Spain, 

The unravelling of these stories leads her 
to repeat my inital question back to n 
how was it, ralsed by these women? It's a lot 
of pressure!" she laughs. *They have a lot of 
‘expectations of me. Like, gir, you better step 
up your game, change something in the worl. 
Ws crazy to see what women can do. Women 
are so much more powerful, stronger th: 


e. That's why we can have babes and shit lke 
that, just saying! 

1¢’5 not Just the women in her family who. 
provide Inspiration, but “all women within 
the Industry that stand thelr ground”, she tells, 
me. *You can tell when women are standing 
thelr ground and not buying into that whole 


n't supposed to be 


concept of wh 
not saying th 
sexy. Grace Jones, for instance, she owns her 
sexuality, She can run around naked. She's still 
doing It! There are so many, not even Just in 
the industry. All women {Inspire me} bec 
they're taking positions for the next generation, 
they're balancing things up, It's necessary and 
{t's inevitable. 1s going to happen. ‘The shift 
is going to nd men will take a step 
back. The th re longing for it, because 
they're messing things up... 


OREEN'S EUROVISION VICTORY was. 
Sweden's seventh wit, and it means the 
nation will host the competition on the 


Soth an y of Abba’s 1974 win, Many fans 
are begging the group to make a trlumphant 
return to the stage, but after Abba recently 
created the Voyage experience featuring 


‘a woman's supposed to be, 


of themselves, surely that amounts t0 
a deliberate act to make sure they never have 
to perform again? Loreen {s convinced they will, 


be at the event. 11 were a bookmaker, id feel 
Inclined to back her on this 
"They're going to be there," she insists 
Maybe not all of them, but they won't miss 
it, Lpromise, How old are they? They all have 
their own lives. They haven't really played 
together in a while, But I'm pretty sure that 
ime of them will be there, Don't tell them 
told you" 
Before she renums to Eurovision again, there's 
a glant 2023 in store for Loreen, With tickets for 
her Tattoo Tour selling out in literally seconds, 
it seems she's going absolutely nowhere, 
I've been waiting for this tour for years," she 
exclaims. “My fans are like, ‘Can you please 
come to England? Can you please come to 
‘Spain? Can you please come to France?’ and now 
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1m coming! Finally, I'm doing this, and with 
‘everything that’s happened with ‘Tattoo’, Its 
just a perfect rime, I'm longing fori. Pve longed 
for it for many years, So it's going to be nice. I'm 
a people's person, | Just want to connect." 

point out that there's no better way for an 
artist to connect with all theit fans than taking, 
themselves on tour. “Yeah! because we gather 
she notes, “They're there because they want 
to be there, and I'm there because 1 want to 
be there. It's effortless." Loreen is already full 
of ideas, She is, she reminds me, “a bloody 
creative” after all. “I'm working with the 
same team that I did “Tattoo’ with. It depends 
‘on the venues, but {t's going to be a visual 
performance, obviously 

She's heading straight to the studio after 
our interview. “I haven't released that much 
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rmuste over the years," but she promises that 
absolutely will change. “Now there's a shift 
going on, there's going to be a lot more 
releases, which Is nice, This year and next 
year. My medium, she told me that!” A move 10 
London is likely, too, “I think it's actually going 
to happen. I'm pretty sure. Hello, London! | 
don't know what itis, but it's almost like the UK 
Js a creative hub.” Her top picks of UK artists 
to work with? Labrinth and Burna Boy. Watch 
this space. 

As our interview wraps, Loreen gives me a 
huge hug. She made a point of embracing the 
Whole crew on our shoot day earlier in the 
week, foo, I's a warmth that exudes from her 
at every moment, “I know we'll meet again 
soon,” she says before she departs “Lust know 
itwill happen” @ 


Anything is 
Im)possible 


As she joins the Mission: Impossible juggernaut for its 
seventh instalment, Dead Reckoning Part One, leading 
lady Hayley Atwell reveals what it’s like to learn the art of 
filmcraft from Tom Cruise and how she is redefining 
what success means to her 
By Christina Newland 
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director responsible for Jack Reacher and 
the successful fifth instalment of the Mission 
Impossible franchise, Rogue Nation, had, 
according to Atwell, been *to see a play that 1 
‘vas in, in the West End in London, And he took 
‘me out for dinner afterwards and said, ‘What 
an do on that stage ~ I want to bottle i, 
1d { want to put it in a movie: 

From first meeting MeQuarrie, 
Atwell says, “I came away Just 
thinking that he's incredibly 
erudite, His understanding 
of structure and character 
development 
talkingtoa theatre nerd; 
he understood craft. 
had met him and 
Tom at othe 
tests, with other 
things that didn’t 
come my way. $0, 
when I got a cal, 
saying, ‘You 


NETHER SHE Is slow-dancing with Captain 
America me big band music In Avenger 
Endgame, taking (© the London stage In 
adaptations of Henrik Ibsen and S| 
for hanging off « Venetian bridge by her ankles 
‘mva high-octane action sequence for Mission: 
Impossible's latest two-parter Dead Reckoning, 
Hayley Atwell has proven ti 
screen, transcending ‘leading lady" stereotypes 
and proving herself a more-than-worthy foll © 
the men acting opposite her 

When we chat, Atwell is fresh from a long 
workout ~ she’s grown used to traning every 
part of her body not simply for aesthetics but 
for the strength and injury avoldance that four 
years of practical stuntwork opposite Tom 
Cruise might require, She pushes her curtain f 
of dark hair off her neck and says breeaily that j 
she's "In a Tshirt ike a sweaty teenager”, but [ 
she looks, as you might expect, as lovely as ever 
She's lst, 
offering up an anecdote on the surreality of 
:muiking a movle like Mission: Impossible 

"Atone point, they sad to us, ‘We really 
want you to have 
you and Tom run with each other, and 
you're going to be handeutfed to him, 
‘And you'll be in heels, On the streets of 
Rome 1 was like: ''m running next to 
Mr Movie Running Man. The iconic 
Tom Cruise run, 
she, at times, seems to find it 
difficult to got her head around 
‘tall 

Playing an enigmatic new 
character named Grace 
opposite Tom Cruise 
Ethan Hunt, with shifting 
‘motives that make her both 
4 source of fascination and of 
danger, 
as “an absolute lone wolf, The idea 
that anyone would come to her and work 
with her, she’s thinking: ‘What's the 
agenda?’ So every move that she makes, 
she upends Ethan. Which has a beautiful 
comedic chemistry (0 it,” says Atwell 

‘The story of Atwell's involvement 
began a decade ago, when Christopher 
MeQuarrie, the American writer 


as like 


akespeare, 


she says, Even 


Atwell describes Grace 


know, they're looking for a new leading lady for 
the next two Mission: Impossible films, 
aman, 

Altera raft of screen tests and choreography 
tests wherein stunt coordinators would try 10 
learn where Atwell's natural abilities and centre 
of gravity were, the process was about folding her 
talents into arole, ina way of reverse-engineering 
the part. As Atwell explains, i 

someone that comes In and embraces the 
work ethie of always searching 
solng and trying out 10 diferent 
things and seeing what feels 
‘most pe to 
know that the trajectory and 
the journey of the character 
will change throughout the 
process: 

This Is a somewhat 

different tack from what 


ive, It takes cout 


most actors, Including 
Atwell, might be 
accustomed 10, But a quick 
ice al her acting resumé 
shows that there was never 
‘type’. Although she has a 
Faven-halred beauty 
which has predisposed her 
to being east In period 
films and television 
series, from a turn 
in Howard's End to 
her lasting impact 
as the strong-willed 
nt Peggy Carter 
Agent 
has regularly 
undercut any ‘English 
Rose’ delineation with 
a tough f 
desire to get her hands 
dirty. "My friend Deborah 
Francis-White, who runs 
the podcast The Guilty 
Feminist, says there's a test 
called the *Fun Killer Test. I's 
when in a movie with a strong 
male protagonist, the woman 1s, 


kness and 


seen as the moral compass, the 
ly mature one who doesn't 
want the man to, say, go off to war. If 
the protagonist does what she wants, 
you don't have a film,” she point 
And even with the no-fur-killer rule 
and all the actlon/adventure-based 
material Atwell has under her belt 
Misston: Impossible {sa markedly 
different kind of big budget summer 
Dlockbuster. “There's so much that 
happens in post-production with, 
CGI on Marvel. But with the 


mythology and legacy of Mission, and of Tom's 
reputation, I's all about making it practical 
and mechanical and real. There's no CGI in 
sight. There are no wires there. It's not the 
superhero worlds the audience have to feel that 
these human beings can break bones, as indeed 
‘Tom did,” Atwell explains, 

The importance of learning every element of 
the art of flmmaking was key to the experience, 
Ing for an unusually porous film se 
where every aspect of the fleld was studied. 
1 was invited into every production meeting, 
Tom was like: ‘The whole process will be 
ystified for you,’ We did camera tests 
he would show me that if the c 
ample, was slightly above me, tt created 
this sense of pressure, and the sense of making 
her more vulnerable,” Atwell says, "Then If 
you put the camera slightly below me, tam 
bigger presence in the frame, and tt puts 
Ina postion of power without having to do 
wth 
‘composition of the frame ~ so It was like an 
ongoing workshop and a masterclass to study 
film technique 

As an extension of that, the two actors and 
the director also watched a number of films 
together ~ some of which were surprising 
‘choices: 70s classles ofthe helst and the caper 
ones were among the most common Atwell 
lists, Including The Thomas Crown Affair, The 
Sting, and The Taking of Pethamt 123. But she 

‘0 mentions more ror 
sexes films Ike What's Up, 

People, suggesting, perhaps, something of 
the spirit of her felsty onscreen dynamic with 
than Hunt 

It makes Atwell well paired with the likes 
of the notoriously thorough Cruise that she 
{s unafrald to talk about influences and et 

subject actors often shy from for fear of 
pretension. It’ reflective of the fact that the 
variety in her work is rich, and that she can 
apply her training to a staggering number of 
projects, “I don’t believe in, sort of, highbrow 
and lowbrow, oF that an action franchise has 
y more oF less value than a classical play. 
They're all different art forms, But they're all 
contributing to the culture,” she says 

‘When it comes to stunt choreography 
lot of my drama school training was 
Very muich about training the body, 
understanding a sense of neutrality, 
Which Is through things like the 
Alexander Technique. If you are 

In alignment with a posture where 
your core is holding you up, you can 
then later adopt certain diferent centres 
of gravity within your body that capture 
characteristic choices," she explains. 

“So when it came to the actual stunt, i 


no acting required, It’s just about 


\was Wade Eastwood and his brilliant stunt team 
they would show me a choreographed fight 
scene, And then | would give ita go, And then 
they break it down movement by movement,” 
she says. “I jumped backwards off a moving 
‘rain and almost fell onto the tracks. I'm doing 
the splits there at one polnt, But I'm not sure i 
‘makes it into the movie,” she adds, casually 

Stl, her Mission: Impossible dream role 
wasn't only about the physical challenges 
ivalso meant Atwell would have to face the 
fearsomely hot glow of tabloid attention around 
one of the World's Biggest Movie Stars™, “I 
remember once asking [Tom], ‘If this movie 
‘comes out, It might mean I'll get an Inflow of 
energy from the outside world digging around 
{n things that are not of their concern, because 
they're wanting to get a story or, you know. 
xlving me baekhanded compliments about how 
Mook;" she recalls 

1 would go to him with ec 
or ask, hypothetically speaking, ‘W 
do?’ And he sald: “Hayle 
And I know who 1am. If people are going 
to-say whatever they're going to say, we're not 
in control of that, But if you have integrity 
people around you who love you 
things for you and not from you, then 
everything else you can let go." 

Atwell seems extraordinarily at peace with 
the noise, and unprompted, remarks, “It's $0 
contradictory to tabloid stories. I can see with 
Tom that his soul Is intact, He's really kind, 
’ve been working with the guy for four years, 
and you can’t sustain that If1ts not real. But 
he loves it. He loves being a movie star, and he 
wears i ike a loose garment 

Atwell, too, seems blessed with a self 
assur d poise that perhaps comes from 
this same Inner well of strength, “I think I've 
been around long enough now, so I kind of 
have the privilege of getting older and have 
been in the industry 17 years. I know how to 
look after myself through these things," she 
says, After all the stressors and delays of 
shooting an enormous production during a 
slobal pandemic ~ and the Tong and winding 
road It has taken to finally reach audiences 
you'd think she might want to rest. But Atwell 
‘doesn’t seem to be taking a long pause. She's 
back in production this summer after a 

whirlwind international press tour for 

Dead Reckoning: Part One. "I've decided 
that despite the scheduling, I want to 
ive myself a pat on the back for the 
work no one else will see, which is 
about my evolving understanding of 
success. Did Lachieve what l set aut to do? 
Did I give it my all? Because anything that 
‘comes after that is not my business. And that's 
quite a liberating stance to take.” @ 


ain questlons 
it would | 
you know who you 
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JUNGLE 


After 10 years on 
the scene, Tom 
McFarland and 
Josh Lloyd- 
Watson, the UK 
duo behind dance 
act Jungle, are 
displaying anew- 
found confidence. 
As they release 
Volcano — their 
second record 
from their own 
label — it's clear 
that they are 
feeling free to 
experiment with 
collaborators and 
their creativity is 
pouring forth 


By Fred Garratt-Stanley 


V/SION 


87 


NSIDE A STUDIO in an industrial 
park in west London, UK dance 
act Jungle are prepping for their 
headline show at London festival 
Al Points Eas tthe end of August 

and the level of care being taken 
‘over tis. strong indication of thelr 
attitude tow 

While pacing the ear park 
outside, Tom MeFarland, who 
created Jungle In 2013 alongside 
childhood friend, fellow producer, 

‘ocalstand instrumentals Josh Lloyd: Watson, i 

running through the creative journey behind their 

nent fourth studio album, Voieano. it soon 
becomes ear that deta is important forthe duo 
“We set ourselves big challenges, in the 
studio, on stage, during the visual process of 
realising everything, and I think it really pays 
dividends, IF we were Just like ‘Go intoa studio, 

‘make a pong, let someone else make the video, 

‘urn up and play i ve andl then go home again, 

that's Just not the all-encompassing experience 

vwe want from being in the music industry.” 
This exhaustive approach has been the 
driving force behind Jungle’ global suecess 

Scan the comments below any of their videos 

6n YouTube and you'l be struck by the passion 

and emotional attachment fans in every corner 
of the world feel towards the pair. The feverish 
sense of hype and intrigue that surrounded their 
early releases when the fresh, powerful sound 
of tracks like 2013's ‘Busy Earnin’ and “Time 
was only intensified by the fact thatthe pair 
loosely obscured thelr own identities) has been 
aadually replaced by a firmer bond. And that’s 

a reflection of how hard McFarland and Lloyd 

Watson work on every inch of tetra 

‘As they've become more confident, Jungle 
have connected with people on a deeper level 

2021's ‘Keep Moving” provided fans with an 

"upbeat post pandemic antidote, while ast year's 

follow-up doublessingle ‘Good Times/Problem’ 

strengthened the striking cinematie world that 
the duo have been developing 

Visuals are central to the Journey: from 
the release of ‘Busy Earnin’ to the unvelling 
of two brand-new narrative-driven pieces 

(CDominoes' and ‘Candle Flame’) inthe run-up 

to Voleano, their muste videos have consistently 

been structured around explosive, intricately 
choreographed dance performances. AS 

MeFarland and Lloye Watson have taken Jungle 

from an exciting bedroom-pop outlet to one 

of the most respected global dance music acts 
ofthe past decade, this visual element of thei 

‘music has remained central throughout. 


“L think I's just about building that world for 
us)" says McFarland. “It’s a visual world, 1° a 
sonic world, and the live show Is massive part 
Of that, too. It feels to me like we've created, 
thls kind of weled, modern electronic, funk: 
soul-disco, dance opera... It makes us quite 
emotional seeing the songs realised in such a 
amazing way by these amazing dancers. 

"Working with people I fun, i's exciting, 
he continues. “It gives us a much deeper 
perspective on what we're doing because you 
‘can get lost in your own head and wrapped up 
Inyour own emotions, and I think actually whe 
someone comes in and sheds a bit of light on a 
different corner of the room It gives you energy 
to paint the rest of it.” 

‘That applies to the dance element of the 
project, but it also reflects probably the most 
‘notable recent shift in Jungle's musical output 
a much heavier emphasts on collaboration, 
something we were probably a litte bit scared 
of doing early doors,” explains McFarland, "We 
didn’t necessarily have the confidence In who 
\we were or what we were doing. Collaborating 
\with other people, espectally with muse, isthe 
‘only way you're gonna learn, the only way you're 
gonna progress. We dipped our toe into the 
features water on the third record, but now I think 
we've got something Ite bit more meaningful 

‘The plethora of artists heard on Volcano ts 
Impressive, There's a verse from Brooklyn MC 
Erick The Architect on ‘Candle Flame’ that 

takes the song to 4 whole new level; a bucket 
listticking feature from legendary UK r 
Roots Manuva on the rocking, rayyve-tinged " 
Ain't No Celebrity’, and a reappearance fro 
Us rapper and prior collaborator Bas on ‘Pretty 
ttle Thing’, a polgnant album closer structured 
around soft acoustic guitar and pitched-up, 
slightly pained soprano vocal clippings. On top 
Of that, there are regular contributions from 
close friend and collaborator Lyuia Kitto, whose 
stunning vocals are heard across the project. 

“"Ldon’t think we've ever realy seen ourselves 
as storytellers in our Iyries, but working with 


UNCLE 


artists who are storytellers and whose modus 
‘operandi 1s to tell a story every time they 
turn the mic on, t's definitely giving us a bit 
of incentive to go and do that alte bit more 
ourselves,” says McFarland, For now, though, 
they're happler than ever to takea back seat and 
Jet thelr collaborators shine. 

“This album ts definitely trying to take 
the pressure off us as the main performers. 
Essentkily, we're directors and producers, not 
necessarily artists, and being able to provide a 
platform for ather people to give us their artistry 
and show the world thelr artistry as well has 
been really special for us. Ie’ lke that age-old 
thing of hating the sound of your own voice 
when you're recorded talking, and actually, 
when someone else i doing that for you, I's 
really exciting and it feels rally fresh 

Voleano signals another departure In that 
ic features just one sample ~ the gultar lick 
from Gloria Taylor's ‘How Can You Say 1, on 
new single ‘Dominoes’, Warm and fuzzy, yet 
distant, the song’s vocal hook exudes a kind 
of soulfulness you rarely hear outside the 
Motown records of the 60s and 70s, The rest of 
the album is equally bursting with the grainy, 
melodic male of oldschool disco and soul, and 
the energy’ of the 80s Chicago house scene it 
gave way fo. That’sno accident ~ having created 
a “space where we can go and do anything”, 
Jungle are constantly striving to expand thelr 
creative process, and on Voleano, giving new 
recordings heavy splash of retro colour was a 
central part ofthat 

“it's a process we've been trying to perfect 
over the years," says McFarland, “The Idea of 
sampling, the aesthetic that It gives you, has 
always been massively Important to us. The 
process is almost endless, and you can go down 
So many avenues... or us, it's that ultimate 
challenge of How about we don’t sample? How 
about we create this vision that is completely 
‘ours from top to bottom?" 

However, McFarland and Lloyd-Watson 
«dnt always have the ereative control to be 


“This albumis definitely trying to take the 
essure off us as the main performers. 
sentially, we're directors and producers” 
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JUNGLE 


able to make these kinds of decisions. But since 
‘establishing their own label, Caloki Records — on 
which they released! 2021 album Loving in Stereo, 
as well as Volcano ~ they've enjoyed! a new sense 
of artistic freedom. 

“We can literally do whatever the fuck we 
\Want, which is pretty rare in the music industry?” 
says MeFarland, half laughing. “No one’s sitting 
there going "You haven’t got enough TikTok 
followers’ or ‘You're not posting enough on 
Instagram, The last wo records have felt so good. 
to us because we're not being asked to make 
singles or make more songs or do this or do that 
1s just given us carte blanche, 


{0 remove over-analysis and overthought from 
hat we do has been a really key part of that.” 
McFarland's examination of the record's 
electronic emphasis is spot on ~ while there are 
‘some mellow moments in Voleano, It's packed 
with tracks that would pop off in a nightclub, 
‘Holding On’ Is built around a pumping house 
beat, with searing, distorted vocals from vocalist 
Andreya ‘Triana, ‘Us Against the World’ fs such 
‘astrident, super funky callhto-arms ~ described 
by McFarland as probably “the frst time we've 
explored how we feel about the world, about 
society” ~ that Its impossible not to bop your 
head to it. Largely written on the Loving it Stereo 


“Wecan at do whatever the fuck 


we want, which 


s pretty rare inthe music 


industry... It’s just givenus carte blanche” 


“if we find an artist that we love, let's make 
a track with them. But we don’t wanna become 
the thing that we're trying to get away from. 
T would never want to try and have another 
artist's destiny in our own hands, because we've 
been there before, and we've seen how It can 
be damaging, So, we're definitely going to stay 
clear of becoming the man.” 

When working with the likes of Lydia Kito, 
Roots Manuva and JNR Williams on Volcano, 
spontaneity was essential, For McFarland, 
there are no regrets over Jungle’s past, but he 
‘concedes that they did yet “bogged down” by 
alms and expectations when creating second 
album For Ever, released In 2018, Alongside the 
broader sonic vision, their new album is shaped 
bya refusal to overthink things. 

“Ie just about speed, speed of Idea, speed of 
execution,” says McParland. “Loving in Stereo was 
the first step towards actually becoming much 
more creatively free ~ almost belng as eratively 
{ree as we were on the first record. On Voleano, 
we've taken that and maximised it. There's so 
much energy on this record, itfeesa little bit more 
"Ded, for want of a better word. We wanted it 
to feel modern and exciting and we wanted it to 
fuckingslap on the speakers, and that’s something 
we've really achieved. Trying to negate and trying 
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‘our, with early demos recorded on makeshift 
production stations backstage, i's an album that 
luntethers the confident, dance-centric energy 
of their third album, andl takes things to the 
next level 

‘Those new tracks are a long way from the 
soft, brooding synths and harmonised hums 
of early efforts like ‘Crumbler' and ‘Drops', but 
thls new side of the production duo has been 
there fora while now, Primarily, the dancefloor 
vibes reflect the fact that right now, the main 
purpose of jungle is simple: having fun. And in 
live setting, that intention is paying off. 

think the visceral response that we have 

How is much stronger,” says MeFarland, “In 
the early days, there was a certain amount of 
people waiting to be entertained. It was like 
“You've done this on the record, can you do it 
live2, or ‘Who the fuck are you" So, actually, 
the reaction was mostly surprise, or shock, like, 
“This is better than T thought it was gonna be!" 
Now that we've been doing this for 10 years, and 
people have attached themselves to the music 
and the group, there's a much more visceral 
reaction live, and we've gotta play to that ~ 
we've gotta amp it up.” 

How do they do that? “For us now, it’s 
about delivering things that people know in 


4 different way. We can't just go out and play 
"Busy Earnin’ the way that we've played it for 10 
years ~ t's gotta be changed and 1 think that’s 
‘a really exciting challenge for us: how can we 
Uplift some of those old songs and old emotions 
‘into the new sonic space that we're heading. 
towards? Simple things like changing the tempo, 
trying to match tempos to create a continuous 
stream of music. We're not just a band that 
stands on stage and plays some funk songs. Josh 


ve are prod 

‘hat people are gonna see from th 
|s something much mote along those lines, bi 
also with the added intensity and dynamic of 
real people playing Instruments,” 


, we're directors, and I think 
live show 


The duo's move towards a more fluid live 
experience stems from the fact that they 

been Djing much more regularly over the past 
‘couple of years, Their Increased focus on this 
side of their artistry is also a driving factor 


behind Volcano being thelr most electronic 
sounding album to date, But as MeFarland 
notes, It wouldn't really be Jungle If this sonte 
shift didn't also come with its own challenges. 
For now, the key task on the horizon is getting, 
ready for All Points East, ts significance isn’t 
lost on McFarland and Lioyd-Watson, as they 
plan the concert in intricate detail. I'l offer 
them the chance to tes eeas andl gear up for an 
‘auturan tour that'll take them across Europe and 


North America. Crucially, the date will also be a 
homecoming zig 

“Playing in London is so spectal, Being from. 
London, it’s a marquee moment, It's always 
nerve-wracking, but isalways exciting, tt makes 
‘you want to make it super special, I's go hard or 
‘ao home for us" @ 


VOLCANO WILL BE RELEASED VIA CAIOLA 
RECORDS ON AUGUST 
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THE 
GREATEST 
COMEBACK 


AP THE START OF THE SOS, TINA TE RNER WAS BROKE, 
ON THE RUN FROMIRE. AND PLAYING CHEESY 
CONVENTIONS. HERE IS THE INSIDE STORY OF HER 
MIRACULOUS SECOND ACT 
BY DAVID BROWNE, 


THAT 
ALMOST 
WASN'T 


Tlow Turner 
ings0 


performing live at 
Wembley Stadium 


NE DAY In Kensingto 
The prior decade 
of mortification, 


ind now, 


terrifyingly tn her face, 
The previous ye 

Confusion’, and now Ware ~ who had co-hel 
il was a member of Heaven 17 ~ Wi 

at what he 


seals as “a beautiful Kind of mansio 


security guards outside. To his shock, Ware says, he was told that Turner's ex: 
had previously served 30 days for drug possessior 


London, ln 1983, Tina Turner's resurre 

1 one of stage-shaking triumphs, persor 
‘hance at possible redemption, But as musica 

ned, Turner's past was never in the rearview mirror 


Turner had sung on an edgy, pulsating remake of the Temptations hit 
id that track, had co-founded the Human Lei 


meeting with he 


fon finally 
nig 


peared within reach, 
ares, various degrees 

il producer Martyn 
and on that day, it was 


lof 
gue, 
nother collaboration, Arriving, 
was staying, Ware took note of 
usband, Ike, who 
averse to shooting at the newspaper 


delivery guy or making threats on his wife's life, was in the city and calling; he was apparently trying 


to scale the walls of the building to demand i 


mney from 


na, “It was still going on th 


‘ontinuous basis’ She did eve 


says. “And | thought, ‘Tina is having to deal with this on. 
such grace, polse, and good humour. She must have been hurting underneath i all,” 
Uldmately, Turner and W 


would be the 
Turner as a musical force 


nd 4 public symbol 
for overcoming crushing personal adversity. “t 
think people actually go and see her not for the 
songs necessarily ~ they go to see her for what 
she represents,” her friend David Bowle would 


later say. "The baggage of her past travels with 
her, and they're going to see somebody who 
like a phoenix from the ashes has risen... She's 


nly been through far worse th 
us have been through, 

Given how much she was embraced by 
old admirers, the MTV generation, and the 
Industry ~ the holy-grail trlumvirate in the 
‘music business atthe time ~ Turner's comeback 
should have been a cakewalk, Once the public 
learned what she'd endured with ike, by way of 
4 People interview in 198, there were few pop 
stars more beloved. But the jarring reemergence 
of her ex-husband on an otherwise productive 
day in England would be far from the only 
hurdle in one of pop’s most unexpected returns 
Even then, with the world cheering her on, 
‘Turmer’s second act was never a given. At any 
moment, it could have been derailed by ageism, 
sceptics who wondered ifshe could make it on 
her own, music never released in her home 
‘country, and at least one racist muse executive 
‘Triggered in part by memories of life with Ike 
she almost tripped herself up by not wanting 
to revisit the music that had made her a star to 
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fare decided to make over Al Green's “Let's Stay Together 
ext step on the road to Private Dancer, the 1984 albumn th: 


The track 
establish 


would r 


TINA TURNER 


begin with, Only a serles of happy 
combined with her unbridled beti 
would save her 


ident, 
In herself, 


Y THE START of the 80s, it was hard to 
Imagine an even remotely bright future 
Yor Tina Turner, For many years, she'd 
been a star, fronting a band with tke 
that raced like a locomotive through the pop 
andscape. Ann Bullock had wanted to be a 
nurse, but after meeting tke and his band, t 
Kings of Rhythm, at a nightclub in St. Loul 
Bullock was reborn, eventually renamed by her 
jo-be-husband as Tina Tu 
The two had a handful of R&B hits before 
crossing over to the rock world, thanks in part 
to opening for the Rolling Stones and remaking 
rock hits like ‘Proud Mary” and ‘Honky Tonk 
Women’ in thelr own brassy, soul-revival 
yle. Ike may have been the guitarist, boss, 
and bandleader, but all eyes were on his wife, 
who had the throaty, sensual detivery of a great 
gospel or blues singer and uninhibited dance 
‘moves unlike almost anything seen in pop. 
Her version of Otis Redding’s ‘ve Been Loving 
You Too Long’, which found her stroking her 
imlcrophone, was undentably erotie, and Turner 
hhorself was arguably the first major Black. 
rock star 


DRESS FOR SUCCESS Appearing in unforgsttable outfits va al part of the show for Tina sean hece 
performing in Chicago on 29 January 1983 


At the tine, few knew the horrors of her Iie 
nd in studios with her abusive and 
nlsing husband, “Ike was beating me with, 

with the hangers,” she 
J, Tina. *Choking 


off 
phones, with shoes 
relayed In her frst memoir, 
me, punching me ~ it wasn't just slapping 
anymore." Right before one show, he punched 
her so hard that he broke her jaw, and she had 
to still go onstage and sing. In 1976, at age 36, 
she left him and found herself raising four 
children while drowning in an ocean of debt 
To earn a living, she took any work she could: 
‘on cheesy TV vattety showsand in Vegas, where 
she resorted to covers of dance hits like "Disco 
Inferno’; during one dinnertime show, she 
accidentally dropped her mic into a customer's 
steak. “Suddenly the booking agents didn't 
think I had the ability to work without Ike,” she 
said, “It was like starting over again.” 

Turner's relaunch began just as the 80s began 

nd in the first of many such examples, ic 
almost failed. R&B and disco were out, New 
Wave was in, and Turner again was musically 
adrift. Roger Davies, a young Australian 
maniager, decided to see one of her regular gigs: 
thvo shows a night at the Venetian Room at the 


FRIENDS IN HIGH PLACES Tina Turnor 
perferming with the Roling Stones in New 
Jersey during the bands tour of Amer 
106%, After her death, Jagger called her an 
‘enormously talented performer 


Fairmont Hotel in San Franelseo in 1980. Ac frst 
Davies was underwhelmed by the garishness 
Of het show, which included Turner in gaudy 
Bob Mackie dresses, four backup dancers, and 
covers of standards like ‘Fever’. Reviewing 
her opening night, the Oakland Tribune wrote 
that Turne ed Co the visiting 
conventioneer crowd”, 

‘But luckily for Turner, Davies stayed for the 
wilder second set. “People were standing on 

bles" he recalled in 1, Tina, “The chandeliers 
‘were shaking.” Before long, and with Turner's 
consent, Davies fired two of her dancers and 
hired new musicians, “She wanted to rock," says 
drummer Jack Bruno, one of the new recruits 
“There were other tunes she would bring and 
put her touch on, which usually meant faster 
tempos. That was her signature thing, how she 
made songs her own." To save money, the new 
musicians were outfitted in matching black 


karate sults (Instead of the more costly tuxedos 
of the previous lineup), “Ike was the musician, 
the bandleader, the director, the business 
manager," Turner sald in 1981. "Now, that falls 
fon me, That partis hard, | must m: 

| didn't have to make before; 

As she fold ROLLING STONE at the time, “1 
want to get back into the rock of itt" Turner 
\was still without a record deal and longed to 
be on par with the biggest bands of the time 
‘She wanted to be up there with the Stones and 
be mainstream and have hits of her own,” says 
Ann Behringer, one of her backup dancers and 
singers during this period ~ and with Davies 
help, that goal began taking shape. Rod Stewart 
Invited her to join him on Saturday Night Live, 
and Turner opened for the Stones in New Jersey 

During those early days of her rebirth, Turner 


ce decistons 


But she often opened with a new addition to 
repertoire ~ her awn version of Stewart's sleazy 
deep cut ‘Foolish Behavior’, renamed ‘Kill His 
Wife’, The lyrics alone were startling: “Why I 
wanna kill my wife? / I have this urge to take her 
life Been planning for years to get rid of her | Not 
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* “TWAS BLOWN AWAY 
BY HER TALENT. 
I THOUGHT, IF 
‘OUI 
Ul 


’ 


ANYBODY C¢ 
DOTT, TINA CO 


Ae ectiaetie! 
‘copies, and helped makehera 


® 


TINA TURNER 


dworce, I really do mean to Kil her”, During the 
Instrumental break, Turner took the intensity 
‘ane step further by grabbing a shocking prop — 
‘a noose, which she [wirled around like a lasso. 

Bruno felt that Turner was going for 
something stagey. “I'm not sure about her 
thought process, but she liked the theatrics 
of it," he says. “The audience was politely 
applauding, but they didn’t know what to 
think” Again, few knew what Turner was coping 
\with after she left Ike ~ death threats that made 
her fear for her life so much that she briefly 
carried a .38 and hited bodyguards, During 
fone of her sets at the Fairmont, Ike arrived 
with an entourage. "She got super anxlous, 
Behringer says, "but was a professional and 
acted like everything was fin ner never 
commented on the noose, and it didn't remain 
In her show long, But its disquieting Image 
aside, that rage and defiance was the first hint 
of the way Turner would become a heroine to 
omen who'd suffered from domestic violence 
and were looking for a way to survive and reset 
thet live 


TARTING WITH DAVIES ticking around 
for her Falrmont show, the happy. 
aceldent aspect of Turner's return 

DV continued wlth James own, tn 1982, 

British Electric Foundation ~ a partnership 

between Ware and tan Craig Marsh ~ wa 

Working on a collection of synthed-up covers 

fof songs from the 60s and 70s, The duo had 

enlisted Brown to front thelr remake of ‘Ball of 

Confusion. Hut at the lst minute, negotiations 

With Brown fll through, they say, andl sul 

the producers were lft with a acing tack and 

no singe 
‘To Turner's good fortune, the career 

Salvaging. colneidences continued. In the 

offices of Virgin Records in London, Ware was 

bemoaning the fate of his project when Ken 

Berry, one ofthe founders ofthe label, walked 

by and overheard his predicament. Berry 

mentioned his friend Tina Turner: maybe shed 
be avallable? Ware hau Just seen her play In 

London and was reminded of the power of her 

volce and persona. "I was blown aavay by her 

talent and energy,” he recalls. "And I thought, 

‘Well, if anybody can do It Tina cou 

When Ware offered Turmer and Davies plane 
tickets to London, they accepted ~ but the fist 
phase of her comeback almost fell through 

When she learned thatthe songin question was 

“Rall of Confusion’, she “freaked out", Davies 

later recalled tn J, Tina, *She was so afraid 


of being put back into any kind of category 
like ‘oldies’ or ‘R&B.” (In Ware's memory, 
‘Turner had rehearsed the song before, but 
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may have been unnerved by the fact that the 
“band” amounted to a bank of synthesizers.) 
Eventually, Turner went along with the idea, 
cutting the voeal in one day. Whether the song 
and era evoked memories of Tke was unclear 
but she seemed ready to move on, *That was 
quite tricky, to sing that song ~ it sounds like 
there's more than one voice on I," Turner sald 
afterwards to Ware, “And I'm saying, “It’s the 
Temptations, Tina, she sald, “Who 
are they?" My theory is that she turned her back 
fon soul music, It’s partly [Ike] and partly that 
she felt more connection with the world of 
rock'n'roll 

In another setback, ‘Ball of Confusion’ was 
only rel 
herkysJerky throb was a univer 
the soul grooves she had thrown down with 
Tike. In that way, twas a success, announcing to 


ased in Europe, But the song's ominous, 
removed from, 


the world that a new Tina Turner had arrived. 
Im its wake, Capitol Records expressed interest 
In her, and she and John Carter, an ASR man 
Who'd become a Turner champion, began laying 
down tracks, 

A Turner revival now seemed possible 
until, again, {¢ almost wasn’t, In 1983, Capitol 
replaced its eam with new management, who 
began questioning some of the projects in 
the works. In an Infamous comment made to 
Carter, first reported on PopMatters in 2009, 
an unnamed executive informed Davies that he 
was dropping Turner from the label's roster 
slurring her as an “old nr douchebag”, (Ater 
auudlo ofthat comment was Included tn the 2021 
documentary Tina, Capitol statement 
saying the company was “under different 
ownership and management, and we're only 
now learning of those reprehensible and 
appalll nts.") Dropping to his knees 
Ina meeting, Carter (as he told PopMatters) 
informed the boss that he wouldn't 
the room until he called Davies to say he'd 
made “a mistake", Eventually, the executive 
bogrudgingly agreed to reverse his decision, 
\while adding that the company would barely lift 
a finger to promote a 
would be dead on arrival 

To modernise her sound and image, Turner 
hhad dragged her repertoire into the 80s, too, 
incorporating Don Henley’s ‘Dirty Laundry 
and Bowie's Cat People (Putting Out Fire) into 
her set. The Bowle assockation would lead to 
another pivotal, if accidental, moment in her 
life, In January 1983, Bowle was in New York 
to sign with EMI, and was asked what he was 
planning to do that evening. To the surprise 
of the staff, he announced he was going to see 
his favourite singer: Turner. Thanks to that 
endorsement, Davies unexpectedly received 
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IN FINE VOICE (Above) Tina Turner performing onstage atthe Pat: West, Chicago lina 
‘Cat People (Putting Out Fite; ene 


der flavour Into her sound 


David Bowie 


a request for more than 60 free tickets to the 
show, all for employees of the label. “I became 
infinitely more interesting to them after 1 got 
David's seal of approval,” Turner sald. “I didn't 
know any of this until later: 

That night, Tumer Was booked into the Ritz, 
anart-deco club in the East Village that, reflecting 


Turner's own transformation, couldn't have been 
further removed from Vegas Strip ballrooms. 
When Turer first played the club, in 1981, Mick 
Jagger, Robert De Niro, Diana Ross, and Susa 

Sarandon were all in attendance. Now, thanks to 
‘Ball of Confusion’, Turner's return engagement 
in the first month of 1983 had another stell 


Q 
5 


guest list in the house ~ Bowie, 

1 tennis bad boy John McEnroe 

Dressed for part ofthe show in a black leather 
iminidress, Turner was up for the challenge: her 
intro to ‘Proud Mary" was even more suggestive 
than usual, her renditions of the Bowie and 
Henley songs burned down the house, and a 


slow, simmering version of the Beatles’ ‘Help! 
added a touch of real-life gravitas. At one 
point, Behringer turned towards the baleony 


that wrapped around most of the venue to see 


‘Turner's all-star fans cheering her on. “You 
look up and there’s David Bowie and all these 
people, and it was lke, ‘Whoa,” she says, “They 
were all rooting for her 100 per cent. They all 
idolised her.” 

After the show, everyone gathered In the 
small VIP room off the office of club owner Jerry 
Brandt, which held 10 people tops. Turner, 
who always insisted she didn’t drink or do 
drugs, playfully grabbed a champagne bottle 
and, in one of many flirty moments between 


TINA TURNER 


them, pretended to pour it into Bowie's mouth, 
According to photographer Bob Gruen, who 
was in the room, Bowle played along, although 
he was worried the champagne would spill on 
his clothes. The festivities carried on at Keith 
Richards’ room at the Plaza hotel, where 
Richards played piano, and food and alcohol 
Were wheeled in until dawn. “Everyone was 
happy for Tina that night,” says Gruen, "She 
showed she could do it by herself; it didn’t 
have to be ‘Ike and Tina’,” As Turner later 
\wrote, "For me, that night at the Ritz was the 
equivalent of going to the ball (minus the part 
ibout Prince Charming) because it changed my 
IMfe dramatically, 

With that, work on what would become 
Private Dancer be arting with Turner 
returning to London for another collaboration 
with Ware and Marsh, And again, Turner 
was less than enthralled with the songs they 

wgested, Which inclucled ‘Let’ Stay Together 
“Aren't you guys Into any rock'n'roll?” she 
asked, Agaln, Tu 

Thad a crush on someone back in Ameri 
s0 the song appealed to her. As with ‘Ball of 
Confusion’, her simmering take on the Al Gi 
classic was initially not available in the States, 
Only after tt had become a hit in the UK did 
Capitol deign to release itat home. 

SUill, nothing was guaranteed. Drummer 
Bruno thought Turner's future so uncertain 


ced: she admitted, 


that he let the band, “Vd been doing Ic for three 
years, and it never changed” he says. "We were 
playing the hotels, and | was like, ‘'m done, 1 


don’t know if this is going anywhere’ Just goes 
to show you how much | knew" One of his last 
‘sigs with her was a McDonald's convention in 
Hawai, (Bruno later rejoined the band after 
Private Dancer and continued as her drummer 
for de 

But the success of "Let's Stay Together" finally 
sent Private Dancer Into overdrive, and Davies 
and Carter scrambled to find producers and 
songs. One of them, ‘What's Love Got to Do 
With It, had already been rejected by other big 
names, Turner herself nearly passed. *I didn't 
like it," Turner said, “I didn’t think it was my 
style," also dubbing it “wimpy”. But Davies 
persevered, and the single, which brought out 
the weariness and tenderness in Turner's voice, 
would be the one that firmly announced to the 
World that Turner was reborn. It had taken 
only four years of expectations, crushed hopes, 
wrong turns, and slurs, but Turner finally 
arrived, and for good, 

The whole things about earning your way." 
she later wrote in J, Tina, pondering advice to 
child, “and you don't really get there until you 
eanit"@ 


des.) 
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ce eeereses 


‘As the world mourns the 
loss of singing legend 
Tina Turner, we explore 
how TINA: The Tina Turner 
Musical, a production 
shaped by the star herself, 
is celebrating and bringing 
her irreplaceable talent to 
life on the West End stage 


the public quite like Tina Turner, He 
life story has resonated deeply with 
audiences, forging a unique connection 
that extends beyond mere fandom and 
reaches people from every stratum of 


society. Turner's story is inseparabl 


pred on thote 
endurance and 

This ethos serves as the fi 
for TINA: The Tina Tn 
‘continu 


‘years at London's Aldwych Theat 


er Musial, 
To thrivealter five successful 


Love Got to Do with I dese based on 

‘Turner's autobiography, J, Tina) While 

all these works are of course inspired by 

‘Tumer's journey, TINA fully harnesses the 

‘medium by using the singer's extensive 

catalogue to provide fresh context to 

hher most beloved tracks, using them 10 

punctuate her story in a captivating way. 
Debuting in the West End on. 

17 April 2018, under the direction 

of Phylida Lloyd, known for her 

‘work on the immensely successful 

musical Mamma Mial, TINA embraced 

‘Turner's extraordinary life with active 


IN PARTNERSHIP WITH TINA: THE TINA TURNER MUSICAL 


partlelpation from the star herself, As 
executive producer, Turner played 
Avital role in shaping the musicals 
narrative and production, infusing it 
with the authenticity and accuracy that 
‘only she could provide, 

‘The collaboration between Turner 
and the ereative minds behind the 
‘musical isa powerful testament to her 
dedication in presenting her story with 
Integrity and reverence ~ Just asshe 
lived, Turner's involvement ensured 
that the production caprutes the very 
‘essence of her remarkable journey. It 
showcases not only her trlumphs but 
also the challenges she bravely faced. 
‘This profound commitment, combined 
with the artistic expertise ofthe creative 
team, has resulted in a sincere and 
‘compelling tribute to Turner's indelible 
Impact on the music industry, 

‘The show takes the audience on an 


‘extraordinary Journey through Tumer's 
le, from her humble beginnings in 
Nutbush, Tennessee, to her ascent to 
Queen of Rock'n'Roll. The musical 
stunningly encapsulates the thriing 
Inghs and lows of her career, as well as 
her personal triumphs and restience. 

1 unfolds n a chronological 
narrative, deving into Turner's earty 
struggles, her tumultuous relationship 
with tke Turner, and her remarkable 
‘comeback asa soo artist It presen 
the multiple fcets of Turner's persona, 
from the defiantly loud, seene stealing 
‘holt member as a child tothe polished 
‘an formidable performer she bec 

asa woman, Alon the way, teas lw, 
laughter erupts, and the audience 
thecomes fully immerse in the story of 
one of musics most revered legends 

‘With each electrifying rock 
performance and souttiring ballad 
‘complete with live band ~ the audience 
embarks on an emotional rollercoaster 
‘experiencing the joy pain, and ulimately, 
the triumphs of Turner’ ie. The enerky 
and passion emanating from the stage 
are Infections, withthe east delivering 
performances that more than do justice 
io both the iconic songs themselves and 
the iconic woman behind ther. 

Instead of relying solely on Turner's 
extensive discography for entertainment 
In thestvle ofa jukebox musica, the show 
seamlessly weaves her biggest tracks into 
the fabric of her lie’ story. In an early 
scene, a poignant duet of Don't Turn 


Around! portrays the heart-wrenching 
moment when a young Turner leaves the 
hhome of her matriarchal grandmother. 
"The track 1 Don’t Wanna Fight takes on 
‘even greater significance, representing 
‘Turner's violent spit from tke, And as for 
highs, there re many, particularly when 
Proud Mary’ isbelted out, complete with 
the leon fringed dress, transporting you 
to Turner's memorable 1970 performance 
‘on The Eat Sullivan Show, These impactful 
moments, where Turner's tracks act as 
‘musical milestones, alter the perception, 
and deepen the meaning ofthe songs, 
resonating long alter the final curtain falls, 
This musical tribute to Tina Turner 
Isa testament to legacy that not only 
prevailed during her decades-long 
‘eareer but will continue to do so for 
‘decades to come, Her story, filed with 
{rlumph over adversity, fortitude tn the 
nf challenge cavering 


andan, 


‘commitment to her craft will continue to 
Inspire people from all walks of Ife, TINA: 
The Tina Turner Musical isa celebration 
of Tu smarkable journe 
reminding us ofthe transformative power 
‘of music an the ability of one individual 
to overcome obstacles and leave 
‘everlasting mark on the workd 
While we will never witness the 
electrifying powerhouse that was Tina 
‘on stage again, the thrill ofthis 
West End staple makes it easy to forget 
that you're notin front ofthe legend 
herself, as her story unfolds with one 
adrenaline-fuelled performance after 
the other: Every shimmy, high kick, and 
Impossibly soaring note that erupts in the 
theatre lets us know that Tina Turner bs 
stil with us — and always wil 
TICKETS FOR TINA: THE TINA TURNER 
MUSICAL ARE AVAILABLE FROM. 
TINATHEMUSICALCOM/UK 
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ONE OF HOLLYWOOD'S MOST BRILLIANT DIRECTORS 
SPENT THE PAST FEW YEARS IN... BARBIELAND, 

GRETA GERWI JES VERY, VERY DEEP 

ON THE PINKEST MOVIE EVER MADE 


THE 


BRAIN @ 
BEHIND | 


BY BRIANITIATT. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY ELLEN FEDORS 


WHEN GRETA GERWIO Was in preproduction on Her Barble movie (out 21 July), executives from the brand's 
‘owner, Mattel, paid her an inevitable visit. She gave them a preview of the movie's look (very, very pink) and 
feel (Ei-y magica-realism ramped up a thousaneold). Then she hit them with a monologue: stuf ike the 
influence of spiritualist painters, how Barbie slike an ancient religious myth, references to The Red Shoes 
and ‘Stalrway'to Heaven? and Heaven Gan Walt. 

“I think at that point, when 1 was in hour three of talking.” Gerwig recalls with a small laugh, “they 
all realised no one has thought more about this. They saw I wake up every morning and pane about 
proportions and colour saturation And they were like, “We don’t have to panic. She's already panicked about 
this’ And I think that gave them a sense of comfort.” 


On a sunny late-May morning, Gerwig is 
sitting at a conference table in the rented 
Manhattan office suite where she’s finishing 
post-production, in one of the denim boller 
sults she started wearing every day during 
the making of the movie (today’s is black), 
her hair ina loose bun. It's 10.30, and she has 
4 three-month-old baby at home (plus a four: 
‘year-old and a L-year-old stepson), so she’s 
just now getting to breakfast, which she takes 
down as she embarks on two more hours of 
‘erudite Barbie talk. 

Well before Barbie, Gerwig had one of 
the most fascinating careers in 2ist-century: 
Hollywood, First, she brought a new kind 
of dafly comedic naturalism to screen 
acting, from early mumblecore triumphs 
like Hannah Takes the Stairs to a string of 
brilliant collaborations with her partner, 
Noah Baumbach, including Greenberg, 
Frances Ha and Mistress America, She co- 
wrote the last two movies before shifting. 
gears to auteurdom in 2017, writing and 
directing the exquisite coming-of-age 
comedy Lady Bird, and 2019's revisionist 
take on Little Women, 

Barbie, which stars Margot Robbie 
and Ryan Gosling (and was co-written 
with Baumbach), Is her biggest and most 
mainstream project. But she insists It 
doesn't feel that way. "I've never been part 
of anything like this." she says, “Bur tn a 
funny way, it eels like the fundamentals are 
the same. Even though i is Barble and {¢ Is 
an internationally known brand, the movie 
feels very personal. It feels Just as Intimate 
as Lady Bird or Little Women” 


awn" 


1 know you tend to resist 
autobiographical interpretations, but whan 
Barbie says, “I don't wanna be an idea 
anymore,” something about that really 
reminded me of your transition from 
‘a much-discussed actress to a writer- 
director. 

You know what? It's so funny, That did not 
‘occur to me at all, But now that you say It, 
of course! When you're directing something, 
‘you have to be. bit stupid about yourself, ora 
litle bit unconscious. And, yes, you're totally 
right. And! also, I hal no idea. But that’s true, 
Its completely true, 

There are things tke 1 grew up In 
Sacramento, and Lady Bird takes place 
In Sacramento. But so many of the things 
that are personal that come through your 
movies are never the things that are the most 
‘obvious to you. The things where you really 
feel unconsciously seen are things like that, 
‘where you realise, “Oh, man, I didn't hide 


anywhere" And that’s always part of the joy 
of making art for people, that sometimes 
they understand it more than you do, which 
is unsettling. 

Sorry! 

No, but it’s good. 

How core to this whole project was 
the idea that Barbie would want to take a 
Journey where she could become human? 
Thope two things made that journey feel 
surprising but inevitable. started from this 
Idea of Barbieland, this place with no death, 
no agelng, no decay, no pain, no shame, We 
know the story. We've heard this story. This is 
an old story. t's Ina lot of religous literature 
What happens to that person? They have to 
leave, And they have to confront all the things 
that were shielded from them in this place, So 

{fel ke one thing. 

‘And another thing felt lke, well, Its Barbie, 
who's the queen of plastic! What better 
thing could we do than give her a real life? 
‘That would have to be the thing, Because 
W's the antithesis of something frozen. I's 
ever-changing and decaying and becoming 
beautful in tts falling apart, And that's the 
‘opposite of how we think of Barbie, 

There's a lovely scene where Barbie 
008 an older woman — a sight shold never 
encountered in Barbioland — and tells her 
she's beautiful 
ove that scene so much, And the older 
\Woman on the bench isthe costume designer 
An Roth. She's a legend. 

Is a culdesac of a moment, in a way ~ 
ik doesn't lead anywhere, And in early cuts, 
looking at the movie, it was suggested, "Well, 
you could cut it, And actually, the story 
‘would move on just the same.” And said, “if 
Tut the scene, I don’t know what this movie 
is about.” 

Yeah, | kind of thought that was the 
moment Barbie decides she wants to be 
human, 

“That's how I saw it To me, this isthe heart of 
the movie, The way Margot plays that moment 


{sso gentle and so unforced, There's the more 
‘outrageous elements in the movie that people 
say, "Oh, my God, [can’t believe Mattel let you 
do this," or, “I can't believe Warner Bros let 
You do this.” But to me, the part that Ica 
bolieve that is still inthe movie is this ite cul 
de-sac that doesn't lead anywhere ~ except 
for, it's the heart of the movie. 

Margot sald when she first saw the 

screenplay, she loved it, and was positive 
that the powers that be would never let 
‘you make it. How do you think you got it 
all through? 
‘The movie in its conception and even from 
the script stage was always a wild ride, But 
1 think that in the exeeution of it and the 
directing of It, 1 allowed me to go even 
farther, and to make It even more Ike a 
candy-coloured explosion of things that 
people didn’t necessarily think would be the 
Barbie movie. But, yea, | can't account for 
{t, But I'm thrilled to bits that they let me do 
{this way, 

Ws definitely a blast of colour, which 

1s refreshing after yoars and years of 
Increasingly colour-desaturated summ« 
blockbusters. 
Thever wanted my adult taste to override 
‘what loved as kid, When Iwas elght years 
old, 1 loved the biggest, brightest, loudest, 
sparkliest thing that I could find, And I need 
to honour that even though [want the movie 
to be beautiful and delicious. | don't want t 
to be overwhelmed with adult good taste, 
because that just feels disingenuous to what 
the task fs. So we were picking these bright, 
saturated colours, The result was thatthe set 
‘was lke a dopamine generator. People would 
‘walk in and smile, 

It's easy to underestimate what it took 
for Margot to manifest what we saw 
onscreen, especially when sho's just being 
the Barbie-est Barbie she could possibly 
bbe. How did that performance evolve? 
Margot and | talked a tot about finding this 
place where it's not that she isn’t smart, but 


“IT MIGHT DIRECT MOVIES 
FORALONG TIME 


AND 


EVERSEE ANYTHING 


THAT UNHINGED” 


that she doesn't, at the beginning, have an 
Interior life, Finding that sort of transparency 
as an actor was the baseline of where Barble 
started. And then the discomfort of feeling. 
disconnected from the environment, from 
feeling something coming up inside of you 
that's nor the same as everyone else, 

She's such a technleal actor. But as Barbie 
becomes human, she allows the audience 
to see her experiencing something pure 
‘without performing. She's allowing herself 
to be vulnerable. And it’s crazy because 
she's playing a doll, and yer it’s such an 
exquisitely human performance. It’s not 
something where you can stick the landing 
was something where she had to just allow 
it to happen. She's a person who can stick 
landings ~ andl I think it was finding another 
sear inside of her. 

Tell me about what It took to get Ryan 
Goslingas Ken, andto pushhimtobe the most 
ridiculous version of Ryan Gosling 
imaginable. 

Well, ie was only ever Ryan Gosling, and it was: 
along journey. Margot and I just wouldn't take 
no for an answer 

From the moment that Margot came to me 
and I knew we were making this for Margot, 
equally knew we were making this for Ryan, 
And did not know Ryan at all, fd never met 
him. I just was sure, and as soon as I thought 
Oofit, it made me so happy. Who else could do 
this? I's some combination of Marlon Brando 
meets Gene Wilder meets John Barrymore 
meets John Travolta. 

He's never been quite this funny onscreen. 
Pve always thought of him as a secretly 
comedic actor. His comedy goes back to 
taking it incredibly seriously as an actor, 


Where he never Is doing it just for the laugh. 
And the way we talked about Ken was as in 
depth character work as I've ever done with 
anyone about anything. When they were 
shooting thelr last scene together, in the 
bedroom where they're kind of coming to a 
‘e of understanding, and when he turns 
around and says, “There Is no Just Ken, 1's 
Barbie and Ken," and he’s exhausted and, 
fs stained with tears ~ I'm like, If 
actors do Is perform empathetic acts 
for our benefit, 1 don’t know that anyone 
has ever invested more in making people 
understand the plight of this man. It was 
extraordinary. 1 felt with both of them 
that I might direct movies for a tong time 
and never see anything that uniquely and 
sloriously unhinged. 

How did you craft the moment where 

Barbie finally learns that some women 
in the real world hate hor and find her 
oppressive? 
IU elt ke we had to give the counterargument 
To Barbie, and not give t short shrift, but give 
it real intellectual and emotional power. And, 
“Mattel was Incredibly open to it.I sald, “We 
have to explore it, hecause i's a lie any other 
way, And we can't make ita lle” { think they 
heard it 

The feminism in this film comes out so. 
naturally, just by placing Barbie and Ken 
In the real world. It starts the moment 
they arrive in Venice Beach. Ken fools that 
people are suddenly looking at him with 
respect, and Barbie doesn’t have the words 
for it, but she feols sho’s being objectified. 
Did that flow out as naturally as it seems? 
T think of the film as humanist above 
anything else. How Barbie operates in 


‘Gorwig on sot with Gosling 
Simu Liv and Robblo 


Barbieland i she's entirely continuous with 
her environment. Even the houses have 
no walls, because you never need to hide 
because there's nothing to be ashamed of 
or embarrassed of, And suddenly finding 
yourself in the real world and wishing you 
could hide, that's the essence of being 
human, Buc when we were actualy shooting 
on Venice Beach, with Margot and Ryan in 
neon rollerblading outs twas fascinating 
because fe was actually happening n front of 
ts, People would go by Ryan, high-ive him, 
and say, "Awesome, Ryan, you look great!” 
And they wouldn't actualy say anything 10 
Margot. They’ Just look at her, It was Just 
surreal In that moment, she did fee! self 
conscous, And as the director, I wanted 10 
protect her. Hut Talso knew that the seene 
‘wo Were shooting had tobe the scene where 
she felt exposed, And she was exposed, 
both asa celebrity and a a lady. To be flr, 
Ayan was lke, “I wish f wasn't wearing this 
vest.” [Laughs But it was a diferent kind of 
discomfort 

Whon | hear you use the word 
humanist’ ool ike | need to gently push 
back on behalf of tho fans who are going to 
Jove this movie and perceive its messago.as 
unabashedly feminist, 
Of course, fam 3 feminist But this movle Is 
also dealing with [the idea that} any kind of 
hierarchical power structure that moves in 
any direction isn’t so great. You go to Mattel 
and itis tealy ike, “Ob, Barble has been 
president since 1991, Barbie had gone to the 
‘moon before women could get credit cards." 
We kind of extrapolated out from that that 
Barbleland Is this reversed world [where 
Barbies rule and Kens are an underclass} 
The reverse structure of whatever Barbieland 
is, 5 almost lke Planet ofthe Apes. You can 
See how unfair this i for the Kens because 
it's totally unsustainable 

Was the idea of Kate McKinnon’s 
character — tho Weird Barbie. who' 
been played with too much — from your 
childhood experionco? 
We grew upinaneighbourhood where there 
were alot of girls older than me, So 1 had 
a fot of hand:me-down Barbies that had 
already gotten a haircut by the time 1 got 
them, It vas lke, “Well, we haye todo tht.” 
Ie felt almost like a spiritual conduit to the 
‘world of pay through that Barble. Remember 
that book The Giver by Lois Lowry, where 
the giver has all the colours andthe feelings 


and stuff? That’s sort of what I thought about 
Kate's character, She would be like the giver 
in-a way like she had the knowledge that 
‘everyone else didn't have, 

There are clips online of you and Kate 

‘onstage together in a production at 
‘Columbia University. 
We lived together, we were in an improv 
group together: | always thought Kate was 
the funniest, most talented person I knew, 
But then you have this moment where you 
think, “Well, maybe that was just college.” 
But | was right! 

When 1 was easting and 1 called her, we 
Jaughed the whole time because I think 
we both had the same experience at that 
moment, For whatever reason, with the 
direction that our lives led us, I'm actually 
directing this movie, and she actually 1s @ 
comedic genius who was recognised as such, 
And now we're adults, and I'm saying, “Do 
you want to come do this?” It was lke, we'd 
fotten into a time machine when we were 18 
‘and came out at 39. The reality 1s, we're still 
the 18-year-old kids who are making musicals, 
‘We actually didn’t get more sophisticated 
than we were at 18, 

Now that you've entored this world of 
big franchisos, how will you balance your 
directing career going forward, between 
huge commercial films and smaller ones? 
[think probably every director has a fantasy 
‘oaseball league in their head of what movies 


Vd lke to make that require a big canvas. At 
the same time, I've seen so many directors 
move between bigger movies and smaller 
movies: Chloé Zhao doing Nomadland and 
‘making Eternals. Or Steven Soderbergh, or 
‘even my weekend buddy Chris Nolan, He 
made the Dark Knight trilogy ~ and they're 
‘wonderful ~ and then made The Prestige, 
‘which isnot tiny movi, but it is.also not the 
same thing, I want to play in lots of diferent 
‘worlds. That's the goal. 

There's footage out there of you 

directing the garden scene in Lady Bird, 
‘and you seem so joyous, It feels like you 
love boing a director, 
Hove itso much. I Jove every part of making 
4 movie, soup to muts. And Margot is the 
‘same way. For us, i's Disneyland every day. 
honestly can’t believe I get todo this. 

You're a member of the Directors Guild 
tho Writers Guild, and the Actors Guild. The 
Writers Guild is already on strike, and the 
other guilds don't seem too happy, either. 
‘There are whispers of atri-Gulld walkout. 
1m really proud of being a union member. 
1'm In support 100 per cent of however we 
come at this, 


‘orbioland, 
Preskdant 


Pm living through this moment ke 
everybody else is, especially in terms of the 
AL thing, which Is terrifying and exciting, 
Tdon't know what to say about it. 1 guess 
its clearly a tool that hopefully can be used 
to help. I think it’s incredibly important 
{o protect creative people ~ writers and 
directors and actors ~ because I don’t think 
‘what they can do can be replicated, We have 
to set some very firm ground rules moving 
forward, Because otherwise, we're looking 
fat a world that becomes a photocopy of a 
photocopy of a photocopy. 

This fools like it would have been an 
Insane question before Barbie, but would 


You want to do a superhero movie, or an 
‘action movie? 
Yes, of course. It would have to be something 
had a feeling for and a relationship to, A 
well-shot, well-executed action movie Is 
Just incredible, ts a dance, I've never done 
‘anything lke that. But even tn a small way, 
‘working with the stunt coordinator who dic 
{ight choreography on Barbie, he was just 
fascinating. 1t was 50 fun to talk to him. 

I think Barbie, in a way, is already a 
superhero movie, 
ILaugis.| Yeah, in a way. It's teonte in the 
same way. And it's sort of mythic in the same 
way. @ 


VALGANNA ITALIA 1877 


Enjoy Responsibly 
(© @sirriricioporertiuk erceyamiwee bedrinkaware.co.uk 


385 06e0ns ssastsodeaccesee 


= SFr 


By MankaprrConteh 
PHOTOGRAPHS HY 
Justin French 


Asshe re 
SUMptuous: 
triple-threat star goes deep on 
everything fromanyiety to Ho 

how to*hurry upand live” 


yet the 


109 


Janelle 
Monae 


lides 


down the 


front zi 


JON 


her onesie, 


lings the suit down her back, and wiggles her 
‘bate ass towards about 20 of her dear trends. 
‘ts game night at Wondaland Wes, the homey 
Los Angeles campus where Jamelle works and 
communes, complete with a studio, living 
‘quarters, and an immaculate teal poo! nestled 
Within a grove of tropical flora, Janelle’ butt 
makes ts appearance via Consequences, a game 
she requested we play. Her friends Stephanie 
and ‘Tree invented it when they were visiting 
Janelle in Greece as she filmed Glass Onion, the 
202 murder mystery comedy in which she plays 
‘essentially four starting roles. (it went on to be 
‘one ofthe most popular Netix movies ever) 
‘To play Consequences, we Mip over a grid of 
cards they printed out, two at atime, in search 
‘of matching pairs; the cards also direct players t0 
‘endure a seres of dares, from simulating sex with 
someone In the room to pitching an item there 
like a salesperson, Several involve 
downing shots.) We take turns 
scanning for matches and choosing. 
challenges while sting ina square 
in Wondaland’s den, where a tan, 
L-shaped sectional is offset by 
boxy, burnt-orange armchairs, 
funky plush dining ones, a sleek, 
‘ream lounge chair and a stradlle- 
able sheep. 
Josh Dean, a musician and friend 
of Janelle, has to sightlessly let 
someone else pit a body part in his 
mouth and guess what it fs, so Laura, who Fm 
told works on game shows, puts her knee on his 
lips. elect to moan forthe group rather than give 
them my iMessages to search through. 


Ho RS 


“Fuck yells Janelle, whose cards direct her to 
ether take a body part in her mouth or show 
tus the goods. The decision comes quickly: “I'm 
"bout to moon the group!” Loud cheers follow, 

“Ve need some music!” someone shouts. 

‘Phenomenal’, a track from The Age of 
Pleasure, Janelle’ new alburn and frst in. five 
years, reverberates through the room, “I'm 
looking ata thousand versions of myself" she 
“announces over a creeping bass line, “And We're 
all Fine. As fuck" 

“Pheriomenal janelle s confident, Game-night 
Janlle wavering. “Walt, [have to see if Fm 
ashy!" she says before running into a bathroom 
beyond the marble wall, She returns, shinies 
out of her pinkand-white striped jumpsuit, 
adorned with Disney's orginal Cheshire Cat's 
stuffed face on the hood and long tail on the 
‘back, and shakes her booty shyly. Asher frends 


roar in support and delight, 


hheriters seem to melt away. 
‘The quick wiggle turns into 
‘a bit of twerking, and the 
crowd goes wild. 

“Y'all saw that 1" ashy 
booty!" she shouts, 


ANELLE'S BARE BUTT 
has made a handful of 
‘appearances during her 20: 
year career, like at the 2016 
BET Awards, when she 
{ore away snow-white fabric hanging over her 
backside to reveal assless chaps in tribute to her 
late mentor, Prince. But naked skin has been a big 
theme recently, a hallmark of Janelle's new era 


Janelle Monae 


of liberation, a way to celebrate her autonomy 
and massive success. You could find her bare 
torso in recent Instagram Reels. She elegantly 
‘wrapped her breasts in beads and mesh this past 
awards season, and barely covered them with 
her fingertips for this feature. “im much happier 
‘when my ttties are out and I ean run around 
free,” says Janelle, who says her pronouns are 
she/her, they/them, and "/ree-ass motherfucker”. 

1n 2023, Janelle Monde Robinson fsa singular 
force: a mustetan, writer, and actor who has 
parlayed those triple-threat achievements into 
culture:shifting, Black feminist, pro-queer 
stances — and action, She grew up in a working: 
class, devoutly Baptist family in Kansas City, 
Kansas, before beginning to make music In 
Atlanta with people who've become her best 
friends, like Nate Wonder and Chuck Lightning. 
Heer vision was so clear that Diddy, an admitted 
control freak, vowed not to Interfere with her 
{deas whem he signed her to his label. 

On her early albums, Janelle bult a fetlonal 
Afrofuturist dreamscape that ~ tn the tradition 
of the genre's great storytellers, like author 
Octavia Butler ~ allowed her to contemplate 
the traumas and possibilities of her own ie on. 
Earth, While those works were earning her eg 
Grammy nominations, she starred tn films lke 
Moonlight and Hidden Figures ~ both of which 
‘were nominated for Best Phture a the Oscars in 
2017, with Moonlight taking home the gold "She's 
‘extremely gifted,” says lend and Oscar winner 
Lupita Nyong’o, “t's built into her spirit. Her 
‘openness creates Intimacy onscreen, Is really 
cool to see her move from one thing, to another 
and dlo it with such mastery” Along the way, 
Janelle publicly shared her pansexuality for the 
frst cme, In Rolling Stone in 2018, ant came out 
asonbinary ast year, becoming the kind of queer 
con many of us wish we'd had more of growing up. 

Especially as of ate ~ and this is important ~ 
Janelle Is also fur as hel, determined to savour 
the fruits of her labour, She seems positively 
buoyant these days: the life of the party at 
enviable bacchanals (many of them hosted at 
‘Wondaland West, the centrepiece of this year's 
NBA All-Star Weekend (scoring several head 
‘tiring Hooks, despite scoring no potnts nthe 
Celebrity Game), and the most enthusiastic fan 
In the sprawl of Coachella VIPs. She explains 
how things have changed on her new single 
‘Float’: “I had to protect all my energy/tm fet’ 
such lighter now." 

At 37, Janelle has reorlentated her world 
around pleasure, trying to consciously enjoy 
herself, to quiet her mind, to party but ao be 
present, “I think being an artist gets lonely.” 
Janelle tells me. “Most people don’t understand 
‘what's going on in my brain, Community has 
‘been so helpfl t me; Is beautifl that Ihave a 
tite called The Age of Pleasure because it actually 
re-centres me, Its not about an album anymore. 


I've changed my whole fucking lifestyle” 

Sill, prioritising pleasure has its challenges, 
cespectlly whena word of ansity lurks somewhere 
underneath. 


{AS GAME NIGHT Winds down, an impromptu group 
performance to SWV's 1992 hit‘Weak’ begins with 
Janelle belting out the song atop an ottoman, and 
‘ends with her and Wonder tucked in a corner 
‘of the sectional sofa seriously working out new 
harmonies for the song, ‘Weak’, of course, is, 


90s RAB at its best, but it's particularly special 
{o Janelle, “I remember being In the basement 
singing with my seven best friends Janelle notes 
from atop the furniture, “I didn’t know iF could 
sing, but when I motherfucking mastered that 
song, I knew {could motherfucking sing.” 

Game night at Wondaland is soundtracked 
by all sorts of music: Afropop hits, ‘Losing 
You', by Janelle’s old friend Solange (Janelle 
helped match-make Solange’s last matriage), 
‘Persuasive’, by Janelle’s new friend Doechit 


oe 


IT'S NOT ABOUTAN 
ALBUM ANYMORE 
JINELLESAYS. 
TT Ee CHANGED MY 
WHOLE FUCHING 


LIFESTYLE. 


bebe, 


Janelle catches a groove and freestyles some 
bars to-an Alrobeats edit of ‘Work’ by Rihanna, 
a remix so vibrant and unfamiliar it catches me 
Off guard. Later, Wonder tells me he made the 
remix that day, especially forthe gathering, right 
before it started. “ve gotten used to right before 
‘we [have] a night, making new songs to play. See 
‘what people think,” he says. That instinct — we're 


havinga party, so we've got to make some music 
Is exactly how The Age of Pleasure came to be. 
Janelle, Wonder, and Lightning's Wondaland 


Records began in Atlanta as an indie label and. 
artist collective before it grew into partnership 
‘with Epic Records, But in 2020, asthe pandemic 
‘began to unravel, fanelle recalls, “We were like, 
"Do we want to be in Atlanta writing indoors, 
‘or do we Want to be around nature and stuff?" 
‘Alanta hac practically raised Janelle; Los Angeles 
‘was ust a place of business. She decided to take 
‘Wondaland to California, but she wasn't sold 
‘on LA until a brand-new community coalesced 
around her in the uncertainty ofa global crisis, 


In the years BC (Before Covid), Janelle 
attended Everyday People, one of the hottest 
slobe-trekking parties of the Black diaspora. At 
these parties, the music spans innovative mixes 
of Aftopop, Caribbean gems, house and hip-hop, 
the drinks flow and everyones getting down on a 
muassivefloot. When Everyday People was locked 
out of venues during the pandemic, Janelle 
offered itspace at Wondaland West, Is courtyard 
‘is magnificent, with its trangull pool inthe centre 
and troves of nooks, crannies, outdoor baths and 
citrus trees (Janelle insisted on having an orange: 
picked for me the afternoon after game night), 
‘With Covid raging, their teams were careful 10 
test partygoers and remain outside, 

‘They would park a DJ by the pool ~ 
sometimes Everyday People co-founder mOm: 
Sometimes Janelle’s producer Nana Kwabena 

and the yard would fill with beautiful Black 
‘creative types, shaking ass. As the world opened 
‘up post:2020, Wondaland and Everyday People 
‘continued throwing bangers, The 2020 parties 
Inspired Janelle’s new muste. ‘The latter ones, 
were labs fori. 

Janelle caught the itch to make new muste while 
filming Glass Onton aver the summer of 2021 
Having finally escaped lockdown to stretch her 
comedic muscle across Greece and Serbia, she 
was inspired, She knew she wanted to tap into 
the frequency of her pandemic parties. So she 
had her producers Wonder and Kwabena send 
her instrumentals to mull over while she was 
“Lust kept dreaming,” says Janelle “1 was 
like, ‘When 1 get back, I cannot walt to have a 
party again.” 

Nyong’o attended one in 2024, “lk was it" she 
says matter-offacty, “I was just a 
different world once you walked 
through the doors. Everybody's 
‘outfits were extremely well thought 


Janelle Morac 


there any lulls when she worked her stuff in? 
“Not really.” 

‘The Age of Pleasure Is a Blackity-Blackass 
album. It traverses the realms of music that 
are indisputably ours. This tme, Instead 
of sci-fi metropolises, Janelle leans into 
the worlds we live in, “It was inspired by all 
of my friends, my community of folks who 
are from South Afvica, Ghana, Nigeria, the 
Caribbean, Atlanta, LA, Chicago," nelle says 
“Seeing all of us together n our Blackness, in 
the love that we had in our eyes foreach other. 
People from the continent fuck around with trap 
from Adanta, You know what I'm saying? {ove 
how the diaspora — we talk to each other 

“Float features the grand brass of Nigeria's 
Seu Kut and Egypt 80, a legacy of Kut’ father, 
‘Afrobeat ploneer Fela Kuti, Janelle says that 
‘when Seun heard The Age of Pleasure in full, 
he told her, “I hear my dal" The album also 
Includes Sister Naney, the Jamal 
Jegend behind the immortal 1982 hit ‘Bam Bam’, 
aswell as classte Black American actress Nia 
Long and Ghanalan American singer Amaarae. 
New Afrobeats act CKay visited Wondaland to 
guest onthe slinky, walst whining ‘Know Better, 
‘while Doechi, the rapper set to take the mantle 

Kendrick Lamar's former label, eame by to 
lend her voice to ‘Phenomena’. I evokes both 
‘sweaty night of South African amapano andl a 
flercely queer New York ballroom scene. 

“1 want things to feel so true to my Ik 
Janelle explains. *I used to consider myself 
futurist, I know what that means, to obsess 
about the next thing. A present tourist Is 
‘what I'm calling myself right now. I'm actively 

focusing on being present.” 


HEAD OF GAME NIGHT, Janelle 
and I have our first one-o 


‘out and expressive, and the muste A, one in Wondaland West's 
was delicious. It felt like we were y studio. ft has its own living 
all craving this kind of event, this = space beyond a wall, cosy 


kind of... want to say Just reckless 
abandon.” Nyong’o danced until 
her feet were sore. 

‘Alter Janelle settled back in the 
States after filming, the parties 
became more strategic ~ a place to test out 
new material. “I was lke, "OK, If we have a 
party in spring of 2022, | want to have records 
ready," Janelle explains. “want to honour this 
experience, and be really specific about it? The 
Dest way to figure It out? ‘Ler's play that shit at 
the party." 

Once there, they never called attention to 
Janelle's new music, slipping it into Kwabena’s 
Dj sets as seamlessly as they could. “We were 
super specific around tempo," says Janelle, “We 
were like, ‘Nana, you're at that 82 BPM, or that 
at 92 BPM, the songs have to start there.” Were 


but striking. Lush plants are 
set off against elegant wood 
accents, rustic floors, and 
floor-to-celling shelves full of 
vinyl: Prince’s Controversy, 
David Bowle’s Scary Monsters, and Aretha 
Franklin's Amazing Grace among them. | spot 
at least three guitars, a polished black upright 
pplino next to a tasteful canvas of a topless, 
buxom woman sketched in bla 
another sheep for siting, 
Janelle sits atthe recording desk n her onesie, 
her tuft of natural short black hair pulled back 
in.a messy bun — it's not hairstyle-messy, 
Ibwoke-up-like-this messy, About an hour into 
‘our conversation there, she excuses herself to 
dart out of the room and returns with a joint. 
“L just always wanted to be in an interview but 


she says, playful and serious at once, 
‘She fgets with the jay and begins to smoke, but 
something Is missing. 

“Do you need an ashtray?" 1 ask her, 

“Ido, See, you can tell 'm a rookie 

Janelle likes weed and she tikes shrooms, the 
Initer of which fits heras a preity naturally trippy 
person, and also doesn't run the risk of rutning 
her voice, “l grew up fearful of marijuana 
‘hecause | had parents who were addicts," Janelle 
also explains, referring particularly to her dad's 
formerly debilitating crack cocaine use, “They 
would always say, ‘Weed! is the gateway’ drug to 
being a crackhead, and I grew up with that in 
my mind and heart” 

‘When Covid hit, she got curious about weed 
asa way to manage her anxiety. She's discussed 
having full-on “anxiety attacks” while making 
2018's Dirty Gomputer "Iwas lke, "We're in the 
Iida of a pandemie;” she says. *'m not on 
the road, let me test out weed" 

Janelle recently diagnosed herself with OCD, 
which she connects to a lifelong pattern of 
perfectionism, She told the podeast TransLatsh, 
44 show for and by transgender and gender- 
hhonconforming people, that her perfectionism 
stems from struggling With abandonment and 
rejection from her father during his addiction 
(hough the two are now close, “I sarted to have 
{his unhealthy relationship with being perfect, 80 
that nobody would leave me;" she told the show. 

She's doing alot of work to heal those wounds, 
“1 know how to coach myself if ft comes up 
aga” she says to me before rumin 
Angers, 

In OCD... something isn't exactly how I see It 
In my mind, t's trash,” She started therapy as 
soon as she started making good money, and 
now works with an “emotional support coach,” 
‘good friend who's delved into mental-weliness 
Work, Janelle tres to meet with her once a week. 

‘There was a particularly taxing period last 
year when her extensive Glass Onion press run 
‘overlapped with work on The Age of Pleasure, 
spreading her thin, “In those moments, 1 have 
to have someone helping me work through 
my schedule, helping me not feel guilty about 
saying, no to something, because allthis affects 
‘your mental health,” she explains, Janelle gets 
indignant when she thinks of how rare mental 
health resources are for others, *Not a lot of 
people have the luxury of saying oF doing what 
itis 'm doing. | think that therapy, life coaching 
Included, should be fre for every American,” she 
says, “There's so many people walking around 
wounded emotionally. We would be better as 4 
‘country, asa planet, ifeverybody had the access” 

Some of the tools she's garnered trom therapy 
help her manage the ADHD she was diagnosed 
with as an adult. There's darker stuf, too, that 
she’s not ready to divulge yet, but has hinted at, 


mos 


When she accepted the ‘Trevor Project's Suicide 
Prevention Advocate of the Year Award last 
September, she called herself “someone who 
has dealt with depression”, “I think Ill have a 
moment where [will talk Tite bit more freely 
bout "she says. “But absolutely have had very 
‘ough times internally, even career-wise, that I'VE 
privately dealt with and had to come out of 

‘Trying to live In pleasure as a "present 
tourist” has been a ight. “t's not easy?” she says, 
“You have to train your thoughts." 

I get it. We talk about my own bouts of 
depression and subsequent periods of happiness, 
“Lwould be nervous Hold her, "Why do I feel 
‘pod? And issomething going to go wrong again?” 

Oh, my God, !swear you're in my head,” she 
says, She gets it. 

‘With an album on the way, she's fending off 
panic, for now, “The old me would be freaking 
fut,” she says, She's Juggling visual treatments 
and rehearsing the new album ~ she wants to 
perform it at pop-ups she's considering. calling 
Pleasure Parties, Pls, with its new experiences 
‘with film an televsion, her production company, 
Wondaland Pictures, is exploring new ways (0 
advance the scbll saga of Cind) Mayweather, 
the androld character (rom several of janelle’ 
albums who falls in Love with a human and is 
hunted fort, Cinds defiance becomes messianic, 
Inspiring hope and tebellion across the futuristic 

an landscape Janelle created on the records, 

Museum of African 
American History and Culture even recently came 
toher to borrow Cindi Mayweather relles for thelr 
hnew Afofuturism exhibit, 
"1 want my Star Wars,” 
she says, “Asa writer, as a 
storyteller, as an actor, to be 
table 10 do the soundtrack 
thats rooted from works that 
wrote 

“t've told her I need a 
Janelle Monte written and 
directed sci-t movie in my 
Me, and I edt soon," says 
Rian Johnson, who directed 
Glass Onion. While making the film, Janelle’s 
commitment to storytelling even shone off set — 
like when Johnson would throw murder-mystery 
parties for the cast “Janelle would show up," he 
says, “dressed in a top hat and monocte and a 
detective's cape, She invented a full character 
‘with a backstory and had an accent. She didn’ 
drop the character for along, long time into the 
evening. It would definitely hit & point in the 
night where [she'd be called “Janell'J and she'd 
be lke, ‘You mean Lore Wimplebody the Third? 
Yes? How may Thelp you?” 

Johnson Is eager to collaborate with her 
again, “The next thing I'm doingis probably the 
next Benolt Blane mystery,” he says, referring ro 


Daniel Cralg’s character in the Knives Out series. 
“L was about to say, "I guess she can't be In that 
but I don't know, maybe she'll show up as Lord 
Pedigrew the Third.” 

Assomeone who straddles the music industry 
and Hollywood, Janelle has unique perspective 
fon the major obstacles in both. “I think both 
Industries have alot of fucking Work to do,” she 
says, sharply, “There are alot of systemic things 
that need to change.” 

‘Janelle was a vocal supporter of the Time's 
Up movement that spawned from revelations of 
assault, discrimination and harassment across 
Hollywood; onstage at the Grammys In 2018, 
she helped shepherd Time's Up Into the music 
Industry. In March, her nonprofit supporting the 
personal and academic development of girls and 
nonbinary youth, Fem the Future, announced It 
‘would be expanding with a grant from Warner 
Music Group, 

Even as the purview of Janelle's work has 
grown from music to movies to philanthropy and 
beyond, she most focused on being creative ~ and 
‘being herself. “The old version of how I would do 
interviews is | would've been in some black and, 
‘white, and maybe 1 would've put a litle makeup 
fon. But I was like, ‘You know what? 1 actually 
don't have... she trails off to get kindly b 
"Not that 1 don't care about this interview. But 
{don’t have the mental capacity to be anything 
‘other than who Iam." She does, however, have 
small hexagons of translucent glitter pilled at 
the corners of her eyes. {ask her why. “I was 
Hike, ‘L want to feel galactic today, she says, “A 

lactic gamer, because this is 
‘game night.” 


HEN 1 COME back to the studio 
entrance the next afternoon, 
I mistake janelle for a stuffed 
animal. Her back {s to the 
sliding door, and her head 
1s covered with the hood of a 
fuzzy onesie with pointed ears. 
From the front, she looks tke 
a red panda ~ a small, racoon- 
tke mammal from the eastern Himalayas. | tell 
her as much. “You kriow what this is?” she says. 

‘rare. Extinct This isthe last one of them. 
AWondabear:” 

‘The Wondabear is choppily strumming an 
acoustic gular. Janelle has worked to build about 
fan hour and a half of guitar practice into her 
daily routine, which goes something tke this: 
fist thingin the morning, she avoids her phone, 
which she keeps by her bedside, though she 
“would prefer to keep it inthe tole Then, she 
«ives into what she calls her “fertiliser hours”. 

“Tm working out between 930 am and 10.30, 
somewhere between that, because fm going 10 
bed at 1.00 or 2.00 i'm really locked in" she 


‘sis, She often listens to Spotty’ playlist of rap by 
‘women, Feeling Myself, while she does fullbody, 
high-intensity interval training. Next, she practises 
‘guitar, then eats around noon, then practises plano 
for 45 minutes. After tht, she pencils in some time 
tomake something beautiful “I don't careif t'sme 
doodling. Making things brings me purpose:* 
Once she's fertilised, she allots three hours to 
conference calls and questions from her array 
Of collaborators, She often decompresses with 
a show ~ Severance is a recent fave. (Janelle, a 
‘woman of exquisite taste also loves Bobs Burgers) 
When I find her on an acoustic guitar, Janelle 
Is practising a song called ‘Lipstick Lover’. “I 
like lipstick on my nek; she sings coolly on it 
‘Leave a sticky-icky in a place I won't forget.” 
‘The song is about queer intimacy and tinged 
‘with reggae, notable since reggae and its sister 
genre, dancehall, have a storied history of 
some homophobic hits ~ like, murderously 
homophobic. Janelle wasn’t considering that 
context when she made it, though, It didn’t cross 


her mind. Her own memories did. 
“Lave a whole spreadsheet with 50 to almost 
100 experiences that I had at this party," she says 
of her courtyard ragers, “I've been a Lipstick 
Lovers" she tells me. "I wear red 
lipsticks at the parties, I've had 
moments where if me and a girl or 
an energy.” she says, geting away 
from gender, “want to engage, 
‘you're going to see lipstick” Janelle 
‘would leave her mark, making it 
‘lear they had been kissing, 
Sometimes it happens the other 
way around. “I remember how it 
Felt when I got kissed on my neck 
‘with red lipstick. [remember how 
went to bed feeling. It was a deep rouge. It 
wasn't matte, I remember the way the person 
looked. And I was like, ‘That's a fucking song?” 
Janelle is notoriously mum about the specifies 
of her love life: “I have a policy and agreement 
‘with myself that isa part of my life that ! want 
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to keep private. [ean talk about my entity, I can 
talk about my sexuality. {can talk about all things 
Janelle Monge without having to go into detail. 
‘You know what | mean? I's not necessary.” 

‘The Age of Pleasure \s righteously sexual, 
sometimes coyy, sometimes sumptuously. ‘Only 
Have Eyes 42' plays lke an ode to polyamory, 
or a least, a romantic three-way. “Il say this 
she offers when I bring It up. *My hope fs that 
people can feel what I was experiencing versus 
tne telling them details about it.I was Just like, 
‘Lyvant people to fee like they were there with 
ame Whatever that feels lke for them, 1 want 
them to have that moment.” 

‘A couple of years back, Nyon was tickled 
by rumours that she and Janelle were an item. 
"She hias magnetism that they were obviously 
picking up on, She 1s that enigmatic.” Nyong’o 
tells me. "People are curious about enigmatic 
people, | was not surprised. And I don't mind 
being assoclated with her In any capacity.” 

When Nyongco was frst ascending the heights 
‘of Hollywood after winning the Oscar for Best 
Supporting Actress in 12 Years a Slave, she met 
Janelle at her first Met Gala “This world Is still 
extremely new to me and unbelievable,” she 
remembers. “Janelle) came up to me and just 
gave me the realest hug, 1 think we may have 
swayed (0 the music, She was just ke, ‘I'm so 
‘rou of you, and just thank you for being you!" 

Celebrity Interactions can feel shallow 
and ephemer 
point, (Janelle) asked me for my phone, put 
her number in and sald, ‘Let's stay in touch? 
She was like, ‘I really mean i If you need 
anything, 'm here for you." Ever since, Janelle’ 
been someone Nyong’o can rely on, whether 
for advice ina moment oferistsor a party invite. 

Even so, Nyong’o doesn't feel like she knows 
Janelle tse and out. "Just because you're a 
close friend of hers doesn't mean you get 10 
know everything about her she says. “I think 
that’s what makes her interesting as an artist.” 


IN Tite FIVE Years since Janelle came 

out as pansexual, there's been a 

groundswell of representation of 

and support for LGBTQ and gender: 

diverse people. Bad Bunny has 

openly embodied sexual fluidity in 

his art and interviews. Beyonce's 

latest album, Renaissance, ls proudly 

Indebted to and inclusive of queer 

tastemakers. Insider.com found 

that even the rate of confirmed 

LGBTQ characters in animated children’s shows 
Increased by 222 per cent from 2017 to 2019. 

According to Gallup, the share of American 

adults who identify outside of heterosexuality 

doubled from 3.5 per cent to 7.1 per cent 

between 2012 and 2022, with 21 per cent of Gen 


Rs ous 


Zadults landing on the LGBTQ spectrum, And 
‘while tallies of trans and nonbinary populations 
are recent and evolving, last year, an expansive 
fone from Pew Research Genter found that 1.6 
per cent of US adults and 5.1 per cent of young 
adults don't ascribe to the gender assigned to 
them at birth. Moreand more people also know 
someone who is trans, and most Americans 
have at least heard a litle about gender outside 
of the binary of woman and man, 

‘There's also been a fierce backlash to this 
bedding sexual revolution, From Florida's “Don't 
ry Gay" law to dozens of bills targeting drag, 
shows across the country, there have been more 
than 400 ant+LGBTQ ils introduced inthe US 
so far thls yea, 

1 ask Janelle If she's keeping up with the 
rowing seroll of queerphobic legislation, “Iam,” 
she says, "I's infurtating, i's cruel" Last spring, 
Janelle released an anthology of Alrofuturist 
short stories in collaboration with several other 
authors. The book, The Memory Librarian: And 
Other Stories of Dirty Computer, would likely be 
banned in states like Florida for centring queer 
and trans characters ~an example, she says, of 

not being able to talk about ourselves, as 
{hough we're not real people". 

She's dedicated much of her career to 
cchamploning the people this kind of bigotry 
affects, herself among them, But when 1 
ask if there’s a weight to that expectation, 
to being embraced as an emblem of 
queer advocacy or queerness itself, she 
emphasises her freedom to be a person 
and not just a symbol. “You cannot project 
‘onto artist,” she say’ 10 no one in particular 
"You have to understand that experiences 
‘ill be had and people wil change and evolve 
sand not be the person you look up to. As much 
as you love and care about me, I'm on my own, 
Jotirney that has nothing to do with music, has 
nothing to do with ar’ 

‘There was time, she adds, “where 1 felt tke 
I should put pressure on myself to live up to 
‘expectations of what I fee! ikea majority of people 
would want me to do, But that time isn't now.” 

At this year's Pre-Grammy Gala, Janelle wore 
a black Vera Wang gown with a neckline that 
plunged! to her waist, and a skirt with a sheer 
train that descended from her hips. A fan on 
‘Twitter wrote, “janelle monae finally showing 
off how fine she Is Instead of dressing like the 
monopoly man.” This allusion to the signature 
black-and-white tuxedos she wore early n het 
career tickled her. Those suits were a kind of 
uniform, she says, one she wore to honour her 
parents: Janelle's dad was a garbageman, her 
iniom a janitor who shuttled Janelle to theatre 
classes, and sometimes chose to make sure she 
hcl her stage costumes instead of paying the 
electricity bill 


Janelle ikesto think of ways of being in terms 
elements, “Fm working in my sof, lowing water 
‘energy right now, she says. Though she values 
hhow the suits of old represented an important 
«disruption of gender andl beauty standards, they 
did offer her asort of protection, “Inever fel like 1 
wanted people to see me sot” she says, “Growing 
up in Kansas City, my mom would always be 
like, ‘Pty hit you, you hit them back.” That 
rock energy, as she describes it, even seeped into 
what she wore, “But F think that there's so much 
Power in water” She's sure to point out that suits 
"Hemselves aren't innately antithetical to softness, 
‘0.25 not to alienate anyone, 

| stumble through some of my questions on her 
‘gender and sexuality, because I understand how 
weird i can be to talk publicly about who you are 
and lke to fuck, 1 have some friends with whom 
1m pretty queer ancl way more with whorn [never 
acknowledge that part of me, “'m not obligated to 
‘hare my’story." says Janelle, “Nobody's obligated, 
But I do think ts powerful for me to talk and give 
name to some ofthese things" 

As janelle sees it, the fact that we can live real 
ear tell ts fll story s what separates us from the 
artificial intelligence engines In the headlines 
when we meet: *The way in which we have 
had sets of experiences together in real tine, in 
Person, wil be the thir that makes us special 

Janelle, of course, foresaw the surge In Al 
“When Metropolis came out, The ArchAndrold 
‘came out, 1 was saying that this isthe moment 
Where this s going to happen," she says. 

As we speak, Elon Musk is fucking. up 
verification on Twitter, and anonymous 
songwriters are going viral with songs by artical 
Drakes and Riannas, Ie’ already getting harder 
to tell what's real, 

‘This, she says, Is akin to Ray Kurawells 
Singularity Is Near, a non-fiction book that 
influenced her androlds, and popularised the 
Iden that one day distinguishing between Al 
and humanity may be Impossible. “So the age 
‘of pleasure that I'm in, that we re in,” she says, 
"is the fast of life before we're fully Integrated.” 

When Janelle and 1 catch yp on Zoom a few 
weeks after Wondatand, she’s Just returned 
from a robotics conference in Santa Barbara 
“1 was invited,” she says, “With everything 
happening with Al, people are wanting to know 
my thoughts.” She says she got to see machines, 
‘made by Boston Dynamics, the Hyundai-owned 
‘company that produces a vital tobotie dog that 
thas caused controversy across the country after 
being embraced by law enforcement. Janelle 
didn’t speak there. “I was just listening;” she 
says. “IS not going away, and I think that a lot 
of it has to do with who's programming and 
what are the values and the morals — what are 
‘we teaching it? t's complicated. I's nuanced.” 

With her prior albums, Janelle concocted 
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dystopian futures to reflect current problems 
and illustrate resistance, using a rift between, 
androids and humans to illuminate issues of 
bigotry. The Age of Pleasure, by contrast, Is 
about relishing what's already been achieved. 
It's celebratory. It's dancing on ashes until 
they fertilise new life. It’s insular, a clearer 
portrait of her life rather than a defence of it. 
“Lalso shouldn't have to teach anybody why 
{ts important to protect queer Black ie, trans 
Black life, nonbinary Black life! shouldn't have 
to make analbum about i" she says after I note 
that butlding empathy was a goal of hers in the 
Dirty Computer era. “I don't even think that 
anybody should have to tela story of empathy 
{or-you to get that,” she says now, 

“This album is not about a ight" she says of 
‘The Age of Pleasure, “It’s about living in an oasts 
created by us for us, Even with everything going 
‘nin the world, this Is our moment to breathe 
together, unapologetically taking this beat to 
‘enjoy ~ to hurty up and live, 

‘The freedom and compassion of the Everyday 
People parties at Wondaland grounded her in 
this, “saw strangers smiling at each other; the 
‘women feeling comfortable enough to take 
off their tops and get in the pool," she says. “If 
somebody had drank too much and they were 
throwing up, you would see somebody who dnt 
know this person pull thelr hair back, Lite things 
ike tht wer so incredible tome. Andi was not 
actively saying, Stay present, stay present, stay 
‘resent; L would missall those things." 

‘Aweck and a half later, when I see Janelle one 
last time, she's in the throes of a very different 
kind of event ~ it's one of the Met Gala's most 
storied afterparties, atop New York's Standard 
hotel, and she's the host, Billie Eiish, Olivia 
Rodrigo and Lil Nas X are among the slate of 
entertainment elite who come by. 

Janelle shape-shites from MC to performer, 
serenading the crowd atop the horseshoe-shaped 
‘bar once again singing onthe furniture. Earler 
in the evening, she wore a Thom Browne coat 
Anlated by a circular tent of adress to the Gala 
"Now, she strips down to the sparkling black-and 
‘white bikini she had underneath to belt ‘Float’, 
Hook that's a bit of her tuxedo past and a lot 
of her bare-body present. She enlists us al in a 
toast. “I've been in the age of uncertainty,” she 
says, “But tonight, this year, we are inthe age of 
motherfuckin’ pleasure!” 

Her DJ, Kwabena, plays a reggae remix of 
Beyonce's ‘Party’ before Janelle performs 
“Lipstick Lover’ publicly for one of the first 
times. The two songs are a perfect match in 
bounce and BPM, just like they've practised 
poolside at Wondatand West, The same friends 
from Janelle's game night sing and gyrate beside 
het, drawing the crowd deeper into the moment 
~and their new world. @ 
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4. URE, 
HE LD. 
NOW WHATS 


ackstage, minutes before 

( Bad Bunny's headlining set 

at Coachella, everyone 

seems to be running on 

ure adrenaline. A group of 

dancers are climbing a set 

of stairs toward their 

marks when a security 

guard stops a wardrobe 

midst and 

“He's the 

designer!” one woman shrieks, her voice. 

crackling with the anxiety of countless 
things that could go wrong. 

A gate flings open and Kylie and 
Kendall Jenner pass through the 
backstage area, leaving me 80 surprised 
that I wheel around and almost hit Kylie 
with my backpack, Nearby, a troop of fans 
breaks into a sprint, trying to got into a 
private area just in front of the stage that's 
rapidly filling up with colobritis 
‘over the world, Eventually, 
Blackpink's Jonnie, Rosé and Jisoo, 
Mexican singer Peso Pluma and Hailey 
and Justin Bieber all stand thoro to watch 
Bad Bunny make history in real time. 

Tho crowd radiates a chaotic, 
uncontainable energy, understanding that 
there will be a precise before and after this 
moment. Bad Bunny is about to become 
the first Latino solo act and first Spanish- 
language artist to headline Coachella in 
the festival's 24-year history. 

Screens flicker, As the audience 
roars a tow decibels louder in anticipation, 
Benito Antonio Martinez Ocasio is 
standing onstage in the dark, a mantra 
running through his head: Thank you, God, 
thank you, life, for letting mo do this. It 
one of the only private moments he lets 
himself have during the performance ~ if 
he gots sidetracked by any thought, he 
tends to forget his lyrics, and this event is, 
too big for distractions. 

Martinez dives into his set, blasting 
through hits from Un Verano Sin Ti, his 
‘world-conquering album from last year. He 
packs in dotailed video tributes to salsa 
and reggaeton, recounting the music's 
history and honouring artists from 
previous generations. “There were a lot of 
people way before me who did huge 
things,” he tells me later. “Sometimes 
people forget or, who knows, maybe 
gringos weren't paying as much attention. 
But now that the focus is on us, I wanted 
to make it clear there's been a long road 
before me.” Partway through hit 
brings out reggaeton pioneers Jowell ¥ 
Randy and flengo Flow for ‘Safaera’, the 
voltaic, constantly morphing perreo mini 
mix, made up of old-school beat flips and 
‘samples that capture the spirit of Puerto 
Rico's marquesina parties, 

‘And then comes an unexpected 
hurdle. Martinez wanted to surprise the 
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audience with a special quest — someone 
he'd never collaborated with, someone no 
‘one would ever guess. In the final woeks of 
rehearsals, he made a call to Post Malon 
‘who was down to help out, even though thé 
two had never met in person, Malone pops 
up partway through the show and joins 
Martinez for acoustic versions of ‘Yonaguni' 
and ‘La Cancién’. Unfortunately, as Malone 
begins strumming, the mic on his guitar 
‘cuts out, and the two of them stand there, 
fumbling with a cord for a few excruciating 
minutes. "I was worried about him,” 
Martinoz says later. "Whon I saw his fai 
like, ‘This can't be happening.’ So 
that's when I took the lead and was like, 
Don't worry, don't worry.” Martinez gets 
‘the crowd to sing along so he can finish the 
‘Malone keeps 


“It’s funny and also 
frustrating that 
people think they 
now about the 
lives of celebrities. 
They think they 
know the story 
of your life, your 
interior thoughts, 
our romantic life. 
in reality, they 
don’t know at all” 


plucking away on a silent guitar. "The most 
important reaction to have was not to loso 
my head," Martinez recalls. He eventually 
pools off on a jot ski, part of the elaborate 
stage design, and sings a few tracks with 
Jhayco while Malone stays right th 
dancing and vibing out until the show 
In tho ond, the two-hour set wa: 
unprecedented and imperfect, historic and 
human. As soon as it was over, Ma 
hopped in a car and headed back to the 
house in Palm Springs he rented during 
the festival. He took a shower. He ate a 
bowl of cereal. And within 15 minutes, ho 
fell fast asleep. “I laid down and went to 
ed, tranquilito, tranquilito." Calmly, 
calmly, just another day in the life of a 
global mo 


© you think Bad Bunny 
took time off after 
Coachella? Of course he 
idn't. Five days after the 
performance, he’! 
trekking out to Lucer 
Valley — the dry, cracked 
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terrain that's served as a backdrop for 
‘Westerns like Stagecoach and horror films 
like The Hills Have Eyes — to shoot the 
video for his newest song, ‘Where She 
Goes’. The moody, lovelorn track tells the 
story of a one-night stand over 
breakneck Jersey-club beat. The title 
‘meant to be a tease: “I like to make people 
wonder and make them think I'm releasing 
a song in English because people a 
jodiendo, like atatatata," he say 
‘mimicking the nonstop chatter he's been 
ing on social media. He wrote it in Los 
Angeles sometime in February, after 
revisiting a track his producer MAG 
him. Thoro's speculation online that it 
about his rumoured relationship with 
Kendall Jonni jk what 
Inspired it, he only 
= “things in tite”. 
Before the shoot, a text went out to 
the crew, urging everyone to wear face 
masks because of intense desert wind: 
Stillz, Martinez's frequent director, helped 
‘come up with the video concept, which 
Involvee. Martina speeding through the 
desert in a vintage Rolls-Royce 
ot wslons = a woran ‘wit angel wing 
Wild horses kicking up dust ~ flash by. 
Martinez rolls up to the sot and 
bounces directly into his trailer to got 
ready for the first shot. As he changes in 
the back, a few guys from his team — 
including his manager Noah Assad and 
creative consultant Janthony Oliveras — 
are hanging around a small kitchon, 
watching Los Cangrojeros de Santurce, a 
Puerto Rican basketball team Martinoz 
and As 


in navy-blue trousers and a studded 
jckot, a hoated discussion about fizzy 
drinks has erupted: one side of the room 
argues that they're always better in a can, 
the other defends the merits of fountain 
drinks, Martinez steps in, settling the 
debate: “A can. Thoro's no comparison, 
he says, “The only thing that can stand up 
to it — because of the nostalgia tactor — 
is @ fountain drink you get at the movi 
It fools like he's talking about a 
remnant of his old life, when he was a 
college kid bagging ‘a1 ata 
supermarket and making beats in his room 
= worlds away from where ho's at now. 
Over the past year, he's reached a new 
stratosphere of stardom: Un Verano Sin Ti 
became the biggest album in the world in 
2022, according to the IFPI (and the most- 
streamed in the US), beating out Beyoncé 
while making history as 
“language LP to receive a 
Grammy nomination for Album of the Year. 
He had a memorable cameo in Bullet Train 
alongside Brad Pitt. He was Spotity 
most-streamed artist for the third year in 
a row and broke the world record for the 


ighest-grossing tour in a calendar year. 
He's done all of this fearlessly and without 
‘compromise. He's refused to make 
concessions to the Anglo market, 
challenged gender norms with his senso 
of style, and lifted up Puerto Rican and 
‘other Latino communities in the process. 
His music is unabashedly political but also 
stylistically unpredictable, delivered in a 
ind baritone that's made him 
the people's icon, 

All of it has culminated in a level of 
fame that means he's virtually everywhere 


contire unauthorised Bad Bunny magazino. 
‘There's a copy of it sitting in front of me, 


0 | flip through it and find a quiz inside 
called the Rabbit Test, | hand it to him and 
joko that he should take it. Some stuf ike 
What profession his mom and dad had in 
Puerto Rico (a teacher and a truck driver), 
But ho can't romomber which of 
songs first cracked the Hot 100 (kind. 
of a trick question ~ it was Becky G's 2017 
hit’Mayores', which he's featured on) and 
whose tour record he broke in 2022 (Ed 
Shooran). In the end, not even Martinez 
‘gots a portoct Rabbit score, 
In fairness, his whirlwind career is 
up with, In early 2022, he 
made his way through North American 
‘ronas for Et Uitimo Tour Del Mundo. Just 
tor his final show, he dropped Un 


Verano Sin Ti and launched the World's 
Hottest Tour, which took him to some of 
the biggest stadiums across the globe. He 
‘spent the next fow months making 
headlines for bringing out surprise guosts 


His first 2023 performance was a 
Grammy-opening salvo that honoured his 


broadcast's closed captioning describing 
him as “singing in non-English” went viral. 
But — and this is where the global ubiquity 
thing gets complicated — other moments. 
this year went viral, too: an infamous video 
‘of him chucking a fan's phone after she 
shoved into him for a solfie, paparazzi 
shots of him with Jenner, fans getting 
frustrated with his quotes about colourism 
and his song ‘El Apagon' (more on all of 
that in a moment). In between, there were 
lawsuits, including one filed by an ox- 
girlfriend alleging unauthorised use of her 
voice on two songs, and a whole lot of 
opinions online. 

In person, Martinez is taller than 1 
imagined, but he looks younger than 29. 
‘Though he's been training for an upcoming 
appearance at WWE's Backlash event, 
hho's more lanky than he is bulky, his legs 
‘stretched out under a small table in the 
trailer. His enormous brown eyes stay 
steady and fixed as he delivers his 


thoughts. When he gots riled up, he 
speaks in quick, animated bursts, 
especially as he's outlining the 
complexities of a wild 2023, 

He doesn’t mind the work; he calls 
his time on tour intense but also wonderful, 
‘a chance to connect with fans. Stil, at the 
‘end of 2022, he'd been envisioning a time 
when he'd get to turn inward and focus on 
himsolf for a bit. "That's what I've b 
trying to do without caring about the 

cabron," he 
‘employing a word that in this 


“tucking hard”. He trails off for a second. 

love the world, but | also hate the 
world,” he declares finally. | look at him 
surprised, but he’s laughing, a slightly 
mischievous glint in his eye, “That should 
be the cover: ‘I love the world but 
‘sometimes | hate it.” 

‘There's a kind of levity to how he says 
it, He's finding the humour in all of this, 
‘smiling slyly and refusing to take things too 
seriously. But ho’s also being honest: 
“Check thie,” he continues. “Before 2022 
‘was over, | said in an interview, '2023 is 
going to be for me, to rest, to work on my. 
physical health, on my mental health, to 
have my space, to enjoy, to be happy’ And 
thon 2023 starts with cabroneria.” 

How to translate that one? Silliness? 
Fuckery? He's talking specifically about 
the social media uproar that followed 
the cellphone thing, the grim irony 
of wishing for a quiet yoar and 
getting chaos, But he also 
rofuses to let that kind of thing 
got in his way. "At the ond of 
the day, | don't care what 
people think," ho says. This 
‘i, after all, the guy who hai 
‘mado an entire brand out of 
doing exactly what he 
wants — and his current 
goal is to keep doing that 
‘even through the demands of 
hyper-stardom and a career that 
koops expanding at warp spood. 

‘A few minutes later, he heads 
‘out into the desert to shoot. He know 
the sandstorms were coming, but 
didn’t anticipate how strong they'd 
be. He returns to the trailer, wind- 
whipped and flushed, rubbing together 
red, chapped hands, but then he's on his, 
way again, Before | head home, | make 
out his figure in the distance, standing 
there battling the elements, 


fn January, Martinez 


vacationed in the 
Dominican Republic. He 
was walking down a 
street with friends. 

when fans started 

rushing over to say 


BUT T ALSO HATE 
THE WORLD HAT 
SHOUD 86 “THE 


COVER: 
THE 40 ei OWE 
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hi. "People were recording," he says. “I 
love going to D.R., so | was waving to 
‘everyone, like, ‘Que lo que! Suddenly, 
‘woman jumped in front of him for a selfie. 
“That person got right on me, leaned 
directly on my body,” he says. His 
immediate instinct was to toss the phone. 

Did he feel bad about it? “The next 
day! The next day, the next day," he says, 


throwing his hands in the air, But he felt 
his porsonal space had been invaded, and 
he adds that he didn't toss it into the 


ocean, as some outlets reported. "Bro, 
that cellphone didn’t break, It exists, It 
bothers me that people haven't said that. 
| didn't throw that phone into the water. | 
threw it into some bushes,” He claims the 
‘woman picked it up right where it landed. 
"She has it. She should upload the video," 
he says, chuckling dryly. 

Arguments about his behaviour 
raged online; some defended him, while 
others — including 
= thought lobbing a fan's personal 
property went too far, Martinez locked 
‘down his social media and retroated to a 
mansion he reportedly bought for $3.8 
million in the Hollywood Hills. 

After announcing he would be part 
of the Backlash wrostling event, which 
‘was hold in Puorto Rico in May, he started 
‘working with a WWE trainer. He caught up 
on TV shows and movies - he's been 
rewatching Game of Thrones becau: 
Oliveras has never seen it, and he 
worked through Apple TV's Shrinking, 
starring Jason Siege! as a grieving 
therapist who takes an active role in his, 
patients’ tive 

Martinez has also got into vinyl from. 
the 70s, a period he says has been 
inspiring his music. He was browsing a 
record store in Santa Monica when he 
found an album by the Puerto Rican artist 
‘José Feliciano, sending him down a rabbit 
hole into the singor-songwriter's 60-year 
career. Yes, there's the Christmas classic 
‘Feliz Navidad’, but there are also 19 
Grammy nominations, 56 albums, and his, 
stripped-down, folksy take on ‘The Star- 
‘Spangled Bannor' in 1968 that was mot 
with such outrage that racists began 
calling for Feliciano to be deported, 
though Puerto Ricans are US citizens, 

“it struck me that I think a lot of 
younger people don't know how big he 
‘was," Martinez explains. "People are like, 
‘Oh, Bad Bunny is breaking ground with 
gringos!' No, papi — José Feliciano was 
breaking ground with gringos since the 
70s, you hear me? He was doing worldwide 
tours, he was in London, singing in 
English, singing to Anglophone 
audiences.’ 

In some ways, Feliciano’s story 
flocts an ahistorical view of Latin music 
perpetuated by Anglo media: the idea that, 
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Latin artists exist in boom cycles, only 
relevant when they're deemed popular by 
‘Anglo audiences. Latin music is growing 
rapidly — last year it generated more than 
$1 billion in revenue in the US alone, a 23.8 
per cent inorease from the previous year 
(a lot of that was driven by Martinez). But 
focusing on sales numbers and 
‘commercial viability can flatten decades 
of art and erase towering Latin figures 
‘who've been an integral part of American 
musical history. 

‘This kind of narrative was something 

inez wanted to reverse at 
Coachella. One way to do that, he thought, 
‘was to invite Foliciano onstage with him. 
During the festival's second weekend, the 
77-year-old artist stopped in for an 
‘emotional moment, playing the acoustic 
portion Post Malone had a week before. 
(Feliciano had better luck with the mics.) 

Martinez also included those tribute 
videos — an entiro history lesson folded 
into the show, paying homage to Cuban 

1a logends like Colia Cruz and La Lupe, 
and reggaeton titans like Tego Calderén 
and Daddy Yankee, while tracing the Black 
roots of these genres and the influences 
across tho Caribbean that have shaped 
them. The approach was similar to another 
one of Martinoz's interventions on a gat 
kept world stage: the Grammys, where, in 
February, he put distinctly Puerto Rican 
‘musical traditions like bomba and plona on 
display. He ended his show with cabezudos 
= giant character hoads used in festivals 
‘and processionals — representing beloved 
icons from the island, liko baseball legend 
Roberto Clemente, singer and composer 
Ismael Rivera and others. 

Martinez’s gostures often culminate 
in more direct action, too, like when he cut 
his 2019 tour in Europe short to join Puerto 
Rico's prot then-Governor 
Ricardo Rossoll6. Last July, he blasted 
LUMA Energy — the private company 
that's mismanaged Puerto Rico's power 
grid — and current Governor Pedro 
Pierluisi at a show in San Juan: “Pierluisi 
and all the dick suckers who run Puerto 
Rico, fuck off.” "He represents different 
things at different moments, but I think he 

pt ‘says 
Vanessa Diaz, a professor at Loyola 
Marymount University who teaches a 
lass called Bad Bunny and Resistance in 
Puerto Rico. “I think that he always 
represents a Puerto Rican spirit of 
resistance and struggle and the complexity 
of life ther 

Since he started making music, 
Martinez has sought to capture the depth 
of Puerto Rican identity and Caribbean 
traditions. That might be why it was jarring 
for some fans when he appeared on the 
cover of Time in March and discussed ‘El 
‘Apagén’, arguably his most political song 
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since the protests. The title means ‘The 
Blackout’, a reference to the power 


‘outages that have plagued Puerto Rico 
since Hurricane Maria, and it celebrates 
the beauty of the island while calling out 
gentrification and displacement there. 
‘Speaking to Time, Martinez shared that he 
‘wrote the song's line "Ahora todos quieren 
ser Latino, pero les falta sazon” ("Now 


missing flavour”) after t 
with the way certain a 
‘embrace Latino identity only when it was, 
convenient. But, he added, “Now that 
feeling has passed me. It's not like | feel 
like that right now.” 
The quotes ricocheted across social 
where they wore translated, 
mangled, and misinterpreted as Martinez 
saying ho regretted making ‘El Apagén’. A 
backlash erupted, one that roughly 


“When I saw 
[people saying 
regretted writing 
‘El Apadon', 
shocked me,” he 
says, referring to 
the ode to Puerto 
Rico he released 
last year. “I would 
never say that in 
my fucking life” 


coincided with paparazzi releasing photos 
‘of Martinez and Jenner hanging out. 
Everyone, it seemed, suddenly had an 
‘opinion about Martinez. “Sadly, Bad Bunny 
has been consumed by the gringo 
market... How does he regret writing one 
‘of the most iconic lines in ‘El Apagén?” 
‘one person wrote on Twitter. Another went 
viral with a virulent TikTok spooch calling 
Martinez's outings with Jenner an example 
of "the power of a fully colonised mind”. 
Martinez seemed to address the 
furore in an impromptu speech at 
Coachella: “You won't get to know the real 
me through a video on Instagram, an 
interview, or a TikTok. If you really want to 
{get to know me, | invite you to my home.” 
‘When | ask him to clarify what that 
speech meant, he's quiet for a second. 
“It’s a delicate issue,” he says, finally. 
‘That interview was taken out of context, 
‘80 I'd hato for the same thing to happen 
with this one, But Ill try to explain it: what 
said was, like, people are funny — it’s 
funny and also frustrating to see how 
people really think they know about the 
lives of celebrities, of what they think, of 
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‘what they do day to day. They think they 
know the story of your life, your interior 
‘thoughts, your romantic life, but, in reality, 
they don't know at all. 

“When I saw [people saying] that | 
had regretted writing ‘El Apagén’, it 
shocked me, like when did | ever say that 
in the interview? | would never say that 
my fucking life,” he continues. It frustrated 
him because of what the song meant. “It 
was a whole journo) 
began with something patriotic, and then 
the party and the messing around, and 


the life of people 
we're proud of being 
Puerto Rican, we love to celebrate and act 
like nothing matters, and then we clash 
against a reality that is often very painful.” 
(ask him who the infamous “Ahora todos 
quieren ser Latino” line was about. 
“Obviously, I'm not going to tell you,” he 
says, laughing lightly. But ho does share 
that his initial frustration was aimed at two 
women in partioular,) 


The place in the Hollywood Hills 


of Puerto Rico. “He's an introvert,” Assad 
tolls me lator. “I don't want to use tho word 
Now-key’ because that sounds cliché, but 
he really is.” Most of his inner circ 
been around for years 

went to the same high school, and he' 
known his photographer and assistant 
Jomar Davila since he was around 11. "To 
this day, ne’ with hie elght best friends, 
and they're working,” As “They're 
fot fie cetoursom eye Barly” 

Living in California has tot Martinez 
“experiment with new routines, new places, 
‘mooting new people," as he puts it. LA also 
allows him to move around a little more 
easily; in Puerto Rico, he tonds to cause a 
‘scene when he goos out. I like to go eat a 
{ restaurant calmly, go see a movio, relax, 
go for a walk," he says of LA. But eventually, 
he'll go back. "Puorto Rico's my home,” he 

says. “I don't see myself getting old 
anywhere other than Puerto Rico." 

For the time being, though, he’s been. 
leaning into his Hollywood era ~ attending 
Beyoncé and Jay-2's Oscars afterparty, 
greeting the Weeknd at Coachella. When I 
tell him it seems like he's been expanding 
his circle of friends in Los Angeles, he! 
quiet for a second. “Yeah, | think so. I've 
been alittle complicated when it comes to 
getting to know people my whole life. At 
school, | was always really close to my 
friends, and I was friendly, but also closed 
off. During this time, I've been trying to 
socialise more, get to know more people.” 

Even though his outings with some 
of those friends — Jenner in particular — 
have become splashy tabloid fodder, 
there's a lot he wants to hold for himsol 
He's protective about his personal life: “I 
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know something is going to come out. 1 
know [people are] going to say something. 
Poople know everything about me, so 
‘what's left for me to protect? My private 

fe, my personal life.” Later, | ask him if he 
wants to clear up anything about his 
relationship status and the tabloid rumours, 
with Jenner, and he offers the same 
refrain: “That's the only answer. In the end, 

my privacy.” 


he says, “Fan: 
know more, but 
‘always going to keep living my way." 


bout a week after the 
desert video shoot, 

Martinez is at Now York's 

Mark Hotel, meting with 

the French designer 

Simon Porte Jacquomus 

ahead of the Met Gala, 

The room — is 

‘serene ~ Oliveras puts on a playlist of low- 
{fibands I've never heard of — and Martinez 
‘stands in front of the mirror quietly, 
‘wearing a pristine white auit with 26 feet 
of floral fabric trailing behind (Oliveras 
ys the look was inspired by photos of 
Choupetto).. 

Martinez tries on two sets of trousers 
before deciding on a slimmer cut 
Yacquemus had designed, then turns to 


dangling down his spine. 
Martinoz's second appearance at the 
Mot Gala is far loss nerve-wracking than 


his {elt like I was the new 

kid in school," he says when we get back 

into the car and head to the nearby hotel 

‘whore he's staying. “I think this year I'm. 
1. lot more comfor 

of getting 


His Mot Gala outfit reflects tho 
gender-fluid style he's known for. He's 
worn nail polish and  bright-pink 
minidresses over the years, and in 2020, 
‘ho was fully in drag for his ‘Yo Perroo Sola’ 
video. His consciousnes 

beyond style, too: he 
transtemicides and gender violence in 
Puerto Rico, and last summer, he made 
headlines for kissing a male dancer 
‘onstage during his VMAs performa 
GLAAD gave him its 2023 Vanguard Award, 
which Ricky Martin presented to him while 
applauding him for encouraging LGBTQ 
‘communities to “dance, sing, love, and live 
lives authentically". 

Back in his hotel room, Martinez 
‘walks to a turntable and cues up Fleetwood 
Mac's Rumours. | ask him what else he's 
‘been listening to, and he flips through his 
phone, reading some of his playlists out 


oud. “I've been listening to Luis Miguel a 
ot,” he says, referring to the 
‘mariachi and bolero ballades 
‘a few more Mexican acts that have been 
blowing up lately: Grupo Frontera, Peso 
Pluma, Eslabon Armado. There's a range of 
genres, too: “Radiohead,” he says, name- 
checking albums like OK Computer and In 
Rainbows. “Phob ..." He trips over the 
name slightly. "Phoebe Bridgers?" 

“Whether I'm at home or with the 
‘guys, we listen to everything: reggaeton, 
trap, bachata, salsa, musica Mexicana, 

I, corridos tumbados," he 

"8a newer generation of 
‘constant motivators: “I see them 
tearing it up, and it makes me want to tear 
it up even harder." 

Some of those newer artists include 


“1 think that’s 
where I clash with 
people. Everyone 
sees life how they 
want, and everyone 
can think what 
they want. I don’t 
have an obligation 
to anyone — the 
slightest obligation 
to anyone” 


the guys from Grupo Fre who 
Martinez brought onstage the second wook 
of Coachella to play ‘un x100to', a song 
they'd collaborated on, Martinez helped 
1@ Rolling Stone's Future 26, featuring 
favourite artists on the rise, suggesting 
everyone from the innovative singer 
‘songwriter-violinist Sudan Archives to 
Puerto Rican acts like trap dynamo Young 
Miko, trailblazing rapper Villano Antillano, 
and urbano singer Omar Courtz, He also 
shouts out Poso Pluma, the breakthrough 
‘misica Mexicana sensation. Martinez says 
that when they met for the first tim« 
Coachella, Peso Pluma immediately 
apologised for a moment at a recent 
concert, when he shouted that ‘Ella Bi 
Sola’, a song he made with the band 
Eslabon Armado, had surpassed “of 
pendejo de Bad Bunny” (“the asshole Bad 
Bunny") to reach number one on Spotify. 

“1 was like “You don't need to say 
sorry," Martinez says, laughing. "I said, ‘I 
remember when | was young, in your 
position, and would get ex: 

Martinez is still young, but he’ 
become an outsize figure to other artists, 
fans, and even academics. As we talk, 
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there's a two-day symposium coming up. 
called Thinking with Bad Bunny: Cultural 
Politics and the Future of Puerto Rico, 
organised by the Center for Puerto Rican 
‘Studies at Hunter College, with help from 
Diaz and Wellesley professor Petra Rivora- 
Rideau. The idea that there's an entire 
university event dedicated to his career is 
alittle shocking for him, “I'm like, 'What in 
orld?" | would have liked to take that 
in collage to get an A,” he jokes. 
He's flattered — but he tries not to 
‘get caught up in all the recognition, “I have 
in the back of my mind that | want to do 
big things and make a difference, but | do 
it for myself,” he says. "I don’t do it hoping 
that at some point, the) 


anyone thinks that way.” 
Surely, being a global super: 
comes with some pressure? Martinez 
rejects the question. "If | over fool 
prossuro, it's because it's coming from mo. 
It | want to do something better, it 
because of me, | don't lot mysolf give into 
pressure from other people, | don't fee! 
Pressure to be the best. Never, ever, over. 
Ido this because | love it 
Yot Martinoz's ontiro caroor has 
positioned him as the most visible Latino 
in music right now; because of that, the 
‘expectations and responsibilities fans 
place on him only seem to multiply, 
particularly when it comes to speaking up 
about political and social issue: 
that's where | clash with pooplo,’ 
“Everyone sees life how they want, and 
‘everyone can think what thoy want. I don't 
have an obligation to anyone — tho 
slightest obligation to anyone.... | hay 
‘what | think hore," he says, pointing to his, 
temple. “I can say it to my friends, | can 
vent to my mom, | can vent talking to 
myself, but | don't need to share that with 
the public. 'm not a superhero. I'm an artist, 
Hove 


a lot of artists who make 
ling statements that ring 
. “They'll put up a message that their 


publicist wrote on social media, and 
people will applaud it just because they 
says. He 


knows that in some ways, his music and 
his example have been more effective than 
any statement he could make, 

“t'm not very good at standing in front 
of people and saying a speech," he says. 
“Any time | have to accept an award and 
say something, it's, like, the worst time in 
my life as an artist.... But | think that's 
‘exactly the specific reason that I'm an 
artist. The way | feel most comfortable 
saying something is through a song or a 
video, People who have a talent for talking 
oF speaking for something in society should 
do it, feet | did that part with my song.” @ 
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Across the genre map and around the 
world, these are the artists who have us 
most excited about the future of music 
in 2023 and beyond 


Thotiorcelyindepondont MC from 
Momphis, Tannessee, ithe hottest 
starin Souther rap — and ator her 
breakthrough year, she's just 
warming up 


WHEN GLORILLA ARRIVES at a Hollywood bowling alley, she's cleatly off the clock, cosy and happy to be among 
farniliar faces. No cameras, no fans —just her team, the two friends she came with, and a handful of security to 
tays that way, She's relleved, at least in this moment, that no one is coming over to speak to her. In 

,a-spiited anthem 
hat kick started her 


two days, It will be exactly one year since the release of her breakout single, N.F, (Let 
for being newly s-bn-g-e that divided her life into before ‘R.N.F? and after, 1 
career, the one that has already taken her to the Grammys 
stage the two weekends, 
‘of Memphis, Mississippi, 
headlining tours, and sitting courtside at NBA games, There is one th 


BYBRIANA YOUNGER hash t around to, though: bowling. Upon hearing this revelation, 
PHOTOGRAPHS her companions offer a quick primer on the general technique before she 
Cut grabs a ball. After five tries the first few in the traditional one-handed way 


before she switches to an easter two-handed grip ~ she gets the first strike 
‘of the day, in Moschino slides to boot, «I's a convenient distillation of how 
thing ie sofa In the 23-year-old rapper's life; seta goal, put in some 


effort, make a few adjustments, and believe 
until it pays off — which may happen sooner 
rather than later. In the first quarter of 2022, 
before the release of F.N.F! that April, she 
‘was largely unknown, except perhaps in local 
circles. By the end of that year, she was up by 
rlions of followers, views and streams, firmly 
cementing her in musie’s new class of stars. AS 
disorientatingly fasts it has seemed, though, 
GloRill’s ascent has never been less than a joy 
{o witness, Success seems to come naturally 
to her, because she has no airs, Who she is 
‘on wat is who she isin person: buoyant but 
cool, matter-oFfact yet playful, and Memphis 
‘through and through. 

Last July, GloRilla signed a deal with fellow 
‘Memphian Yo Gott's CMG label, home to a 
host of her hometown's biggest young stars, 
like Moneybayg Yo, Blac Youngsta and Blocboy 
JB, In September, she lent her unmistakable 
«drawl to the Memphis Grizzlies forthe official 
hhype video that the team used fo open its 
season, Her signature dance ~ a Memphis 
staple known as jookin’ ~ continued to spread 
everywhere, from TIkTok to the NFL, The 
design for her Coachella set (or *Glochella,” 
as she called If) Included a re-creation of the 
neighbourhood where she grew up, marked 
by street sins that read “Frayser Boulevard 
and “Dawn Road” 

She also used that performance to pay 
respect to Gangsta Boo, another Memphis 
artist on whose shoulders she proudly stands, 
‘and who sadly passed away on the first day of 
2023, “1 really haven't seen anybody give het 
the recognition that she deserves, and so eel 
like i was important Glo says. "She was an 
(0G in female rap. She deserves her flowers." 

‘When Glo was stil rinding it out, Gangsta 
‘Hoo was an early supporter who would text 
Glo and her friends to let them know she was 
proud of them and encourage them to keep 
foing, Facing a far less friendly industry In 
her time, Boo never yot to grace stages lke 
Coachella on her own (hough Run the Jewels 
dd bring her out as. guest in 2015 and 2016), 
but as her 1998 classic ‘Where Dem Dollas At 
blared through the Southern California desert 
this spring, Glo summoned her mighty legacy, 
as fto remind people of who she Isand where 
she's trom. 


EFORE THERE WAS GLORILLA, there was 
Gloria Hallelujah Woods, the eighth of 10 kids 
and the second-youngest of four girls. Her 
childhood was marked by church and fighting 
with her siblings, though they always had 
each others’ backs, “I really do think I was a 
bay because I hung around my brothers more 
than my sisters,” she says, which may have 
everything to do with the tomboyish quality 
that’s only broadened her allure, 


er youngest siblings were some of her very 
first fans. “When I first started rapping, | don’ 
think none of them was taking me so serious” 
she recalls, "They were lke, “OK, she's just 
trying something’ But as time went on, they 
\wassupporting me... My litle brother he was 
always lke, ‘Man, way you art blew up yet? I 
know they believed in me for teal." 

‘Though her rise lends itself well to 
‘overnight success narrative, she was recording 
‘and releasing musle for several years before 
she landed on “F.N.F, But that song truly did 
change her life almost immediately "Less than 
‘week before I blew up, my ear got repoed,” 
she recalls, "I was living with my friend 
because I had got put out my apartment. I was 
going through a lot. | have always been the 
friend that everybody count om and depend 
‘on, but | was gong through it real bad" Then 
‘came the breakthrough that she compares to 
‘winning ber own American dream. 


She'd long thought there was something 
special about ‘E.N.F! that maybe tt could be a 
bt Then again, she’s always felt ke all of her 
songs could be hits ~ she’s never been short 
‘on confidence. But uploading a snippet tothe 
video-sharing app Tiller and watching It go 
Viral confirmed her hunch, When she offically 
dropped the song on the last Friday in April 
2022, labels started calling the following 
‘morning, ready to fly her out. “I didn't know 
twas going to happen so soon," she says, “but 
Tknew one day it was going to happen.” 
‘There's a running joke on soctal media that 
GloRilla is a gospel rapper, and that her other 
signature hit, the Cardi B collab “Tomorrow 
2, Isa kind of praiseand-worship song, Glo 
‘says that her time growing up tn church laid 
‘spiritual foundation that sustains her today. 
Pm bigon fath, and I'm big on manifestation. 


Faith wlthout work is dead," she says, quoting 
the book of James. “You have to actually work 
towards it and believe it.” 

Her EP “Anyways, Life's Great’, released 
In November, was shot through with that 
unwavering conviction, combined with a 
hustler’s mentality, The opening track finds 
her contemplating her purpose and reminding 
those who may wish her fl that God sees all. 
The project also served as a primer for her 
nimble approach, Songs like ‘PHATNALL’ and 
“Nut Quick’ showcased her brash, unbothered 
posture, while others, like ‘No More Love’ 
and ‘Out Loud Thinking’ took a more solemn, 
introspective tone, All of tis raw and honest, 
cut with a cheeky sense of humour and an 
ant<efeatst outlook, That tone fs what made 
‘EINE and “Tomorrow 2° so undeniable to 
both women and men alike ~ a rarity for 
female rappers historically, but a dynamic 
thar’ euanging thanks to artists ike Glo. 

She attributes the appeal, in part, to her 
singular voice. *! know a lot of dudes, they 
Won't ride around listening to no girl that 
sound like a girl, because they going to be 
like, ‘Oh, I'm being pussy’ But they hear 

she fays, dropping into her lowest vocal 
register, “and now [they say), ‘She slick sound 
like one of us She also fees that her chest 
beating attitude slots in easily with her male 
counterparts. "Tsay shit that’s for females, 
bout 1's stu that niggas can say tn reverse,” 
she argues, *l actually Wke going through 
shit sometimes, because it makes me perfect 
my craft” And Iyries about selfassurance, 
overcoming obstacles, and indulging in the 
spoils of success ~ well, those 
as they come, 

For her upcoming full-length debut, 
Glo aims to reveal more of herself and het 
sensibiltles. She was never going tobe a one- 
ht wonder; now, with multiple hits under her 
bolt she wants people to know she's no one 
trick pony, elther. “I don't want to be labelled 
as Justa ratchet rapper, you know what t'm 
saying?” she says. *'m going for diferent 
vibes ~ stuft that everybody ean relate to. 
Of course I'm going to put my ratchet, fun 
Shit out, because that’s what I blew up with 
{But} 1 want to actually talk to people, let 
them know. can talk some real shit can go 
gospel. can do a litle R&B” 

‘The antiipation around her next move has 
her slightly on edge, she admits, But her fath 
In herself isn't about to waver. 

“Lain't going to lie, 'm super nervous. 1 
know people expect so much out of me,” she 
says, “When they mention my name, they put 
ine up there with the big logs tke Carl, Nick, 
Megan. 'm like, ‘Damn, 1 got to deliver like 
them. This got to be a Grammy-nominated 
album. And it’ going tobe." @ 
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Backstage 
AT New Yorke 
Webstar Hall 
bout 30 minutes before 
hos dueto go onstage, 
Babyface Ray sp lean 
from a white Styrofoam 
cup while a photographer 
‘nap picture of hi 
‘extremely bright platinum 
chains, Born Marcellus 
Rayvon Register, he's 
one of the top voloes In 
Dotroté streetrap scene, 
witha level of fre in 
the city that has reached 
the point where people 
often recognise his family 
Damn near every day, fane 
are into your personal life 
says Ray whoa father 
osx at age 32, “They 
now my nae, my 
woird” On record, Ray le 
‘gently menacing vocal 
presence, with a fow that 
an resemble n fat affect 
Talking to him suggests 
that hes being undo. 
expressive on purpoue, a8 
‘way of showing how he 


stays collected through the 
wickedet of times, And 
there have been plenty 
of thove, He goes over 
his sot it sequence for 
tonight with Di his 2022 
hit 'Sinceraly Face, whioh 
thas sk millon YouTube 
ews, i going second, 
Before he heade out to the 
stage, Ray tell me hete 
releasing a new mixtape 
on“ aay roe omy 
bagi he says, He won't 
give away any more etal, 
‘ut adda: “The summer's 
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balming tiger 


WHEN QLOWAL AUDIENCES think about the mos exiting acts from South Korea, thei minds likely go 
fiat to blockbuster pop phenomenons like BTS and Blackpink. But there's a thving underground scene 
taking shape in Seoul, too, led by groups like Baling Tiger — a multimembe, wildly eclectic-aounding 
collective that made a big splash when they played SXSW thie spring, “We don't come togethor genre 
‘wis ays Omega Sapien, one of several up-front performers in Balming Tier. "We come together a8 a 

spirit and energy When be joins forces with the rest ofthe group — performers sogumm, bj wnt, and Mudd the student 

producers San Yawn and Unsinkable video directors Jan’ Qui and Leosuho, visual artist Chanhes Hong: DJ Abas; and wre 

Henson Hwang — fans get everything from gritty hip- Hop lyrics to sultry R&B vole, "What we want forthe future genet 

In Korea isto show you don't have ta ba the prettiest, most handsome, or perfect person” Omega Saplen adds. “st follow 

‘your heart. You see Baling Tiger and say, Could just do what | want to fucking do" onamieLx HARM 


destroy lonely 


DESTROY LONELY sin his signature all-black attire when | moet 
him thls spring, except for his ho-pink Mern slopes, His 
friend Ken Cateon lights bla inthe studio where they're 

currently cooking up something now. "Where else would Ibe?" asks Lonely. 

“This shit ways going to be Important. How the fuck could say that! 

‘am me without rapping? Lonely broke out an TikTak last eurmmer with hi 

‘uper-eatchy, fashion forward single ‘NOSTYLIST: A few wooks after we 

talk, hel releate his debut album, if Looks Could Ki tothe dlight of hie 

‘aly four millon monthly Spot lstenors. 

Lonely grew up freestying — his fathers alo a rapper —but hie 
(nfluences are far tanging. He draws inepiration from Southern ica Ike Li 
Wayne and Young Thug, but also from Daftones and the Cure, resulting ina 
datinct ound that ha refines every day 

‘On arecent tour stop in Thalland, Lonely wae surprised to fd plenty of 
Jocal fans of his music and his style. “We aa realy from the sth sie of 
‘lanes nl be going al the way acroge to the other side f the globe, ond 
these people out her taking about ‘Your music changed my ie,” he says, 
“Then you look at them and they got on all-black or whatever. That shite 
crazy. Iai relly no way to put itinto words" pewarntcace 
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‘THE TWo MEN have been waving for a while before Asake sees them. They're wearing dirty 
white Tshirts on the balcony of a tall construction project in Vietoria Island, an affluent 
nnolghbourhood in Lagos, Nigeria. I took them a minute to figure out who was stancling in 
the garden of a nearby restaurant, with his distinctly ean frame and shock of gold dr 
but since they did, they've been trying to get his attention, 

ALfirst, Asake seems taken aback, perhaps unsure of how people standing that high up 
managed to spot him, but his face lights up after a while, and he waves back, "Make una no 
fall 0," he jokes: “You people should not fal, 

sa Sunday morning in early May, and although the sun isn't very high yet, the weather 
Is already disagreeably humid, 'm meeting Asake at Nok, restaurant located behind Aira 
Lagos, one of the city’s most famous concept store 

Around this rime last year, ust as his single ‘Sungba’ was making waves across the globe, 
Asake found himself consumed by fear and uncertainty. "Last year, 1 was scared,” he says 
as we settle Into one of the artisanal chairs inside the restaurant, After ‘Sungba’ ~ a club- 
ready tune that melds the grittiness of Nigerian street pop with the Invigorating groove of 
South Africa's amaplano ~ began to take off, he say his management told him he needed to 
drop an album immediately. "L-was like, ‘How am I going to do if?” he says between drags 
off blunt 

In person, Asike, 28, has a small frame, but an Imposing personailty, His large, dark eye 
hold a world of expressions; bright with mischief when he begins to crack one of his many 
Jokes, dim and misty when thinking deeply about a question. The way he stares right into 
people's eyes when he speaks to them gives the impression that he is not afraid of anyone, 

‘After he graduated in the mid-2010s from Obafemt Awolowo University, where he studied 
theatrearts, Asake moved to Lagos and found himself unmoored for a while He tried his hand at 
1 number of Jobs in the entertainment industry Including making Instagrarn skits with Internet 
famous comedian Broda Shag, "I was with Shaggi because I didn’t have anywhere to stay 

after school,” he says 
While he felt in those days that “God is 
not dolng enou 


ads 


1 for mes" he sees that time 
tep of paying dues. 
Those were the days for me to see how the 
life of entertainment is, without me being 


He'sgone from somebody,” he says, “Everybody wants to be 
gretralnlagoete nimber one. Berybody nts Mf, Lean bet 
Ca te it-even the pastor of out church You Just 
‘magus sound. Now, tuve to yp through some stages and Jean, 
hestpatony fo thar when the thing you ar preying fo 
spina ground Tapper, jou know aw to sy, ‘A, yeah 
amidthe chaos worked for this shit." 

BY NELSON. Bor Ahmed Olde na modest household 
PHOTOGRAPHSBY Ase care arto the Afobears soe with 
MANNY JEFFERSON sound that was fresh and difficult to put into 


context. He was grounded in the storytelling 
techniques of street-pop artists who came 
before him, but his sound also borrowed the 
talkingdrum bounce of Fuji music, a genre 
popular among Nigerfa’s Yoruba people, He 
srew up listening to pioneering Fu acts trom 


the 40s and 60s ike Ki De Ultimateandl Ayinde 
Barrister, The later artists his favourite to this 
day "I ove Barrister alot, because of the soul 
In his voice,” he says, “When you talk about 
music, real music, 1 Is Barristers for me.” 
He also listened to songs from the Cherubim 
and Seraphim church, known for is bels and 


‘conga drums, and the white gowns members 
wear to church, "I just like spirituality, songs 
that can wake your spirit," he says, “I need 


‘This combination of influences and sounds, 
Which he perfected on his 2022 debut aba, 
Mr: Money With the Vibe, has made Asake a 
soba star. Although he mostly sings in Yoruba 
and pidgin, two of Niger's mot widely spoken 
Tnnguages, he as fans around the world. "He's 
alla and that’ what matters 
to people, dary Nigerian rapper 
Olamide, under whose label Aske is sgned in 
Nigeria, “No matter what language you speak, 
you can feel the emotion ins musi 

Even Asake i sil processing what Is Ike 
to be that guy. “thank God,” he tel me 
fiven me, | not know that | woul be that 
uy. Lvas dreaming, the way Nigerians dream it they wil bea superstar one day.” 

‘On its release lst September, Mr. Money With dhe Vibe won rave reviews and recorded the 
blguest opening weekend for an African album in Apple Music's history; Asake ended up with 
1.24 billion pls on-demand streams in 2022, aecording o Lumina dita, He began numerous 
sold-out world tours, where venues frequently overflowed with fans, The situation felt Uke 
Could spin out of control, and in December, tdi: two people, Rebecea tkumelo and Gaby 
Hutchinson, dled and seven more were injured after a crowd crush atone ofhis shows in south 
London. Asake declines to discus the incident with me in detail, but a the time, te issued 
statement expressing his devastation, 

His experience on tour, including the tragic south London indent, le him to ma 
called "Yoga when he returned home. I's thoughtful slow-paced mime, ned with 
and drums, in contrasto his usual style, "What really spire the song was the whole London 
thing that happened” he says, “Everything was just 60 overwhelming. After having 5.000 
people inside my show, stil had ever 4,000 people outside trying to enter” "Yoga was Asake's 
‘tvompr at finding some e The song shot straight to mum 

In fess than a year, Asake's ie has seen a sharp change in course. To maintain his spiritual 
rounding, he prayseach morning, and he listens to hs favourite gospe songs. “Hearne these 
atthe start of my ey" he says. "So can't onget [them 

Those around Asake say they're doing what they can to keep him grounded in the ee had 
before fame came around, “Asake has ot heart," hls manager, Stephen Nana, tellsme. “1 know 
the welght he pulls. He should be walking on ai ~ like, people should be able to access him 
andall that. Bat Asake's not that kind of guy He stil wants to eat the roadside food he used to 
eat back tn the day, I’ Just tat he can’ go there to get it himsel 

‘Mer speaking fora while, Asake leaves ogo into the Alra store, Following him area security 
quand, few frends, his manager, and the personal stylist who beyan working with 
earlier this year. 

Asake's fashion sense isan ever-evolving thing, Gcel, Rick Owens, and Balenciaga are some 
of his favourite brands; his most notable look was a baggy Balenciaga pants top that helped 
‘migke hin arising fason con in Nigeria when he wore i ast autumn, 

Asake is fully aware of the outsize influence he has now. Looking back, he wishes he'd 
taken his frst US tour, last autumn, more seriously. “I would have been more professional, 
more onganised” he sas, “Back then Hust went onstage myself. hada bar onstage. smoked 
‘onstage. 1 Was having fun, Now [understand tha you have to pan.” 

When he headlines London's 02 arena this August, that's exactly what he'll be doing. “t want 
{fans to comeand see a dream come true," he says. I will ve everything have, and wil just 
ddo my best. wll make everybody proud.” 

Before we part ways, 1 ask Asake what he imagines the future holds. “Only God knows the 
future, my brother” he says. “But the Future is bright. Theres light inthe future” @ 


omer courtz 


waentHe 
Puerto ican 
singer Omar 
Cours Wasa = 
teonager, he worked at 
clothing store inthe 
City of Carin that vos 
popular with reggaeton 
Star ke Faruke, Anus 
‘Anand Oxuna, Years 
later when he started 
making musi, he was 
colaborating wth few 
of those same atts 
wake, | used to be 
Your attendant at that, 
ore” reall Court, 
25. His ina flexible, 
‘endeesly edgy sound that combines elements 
‘of RAB and tap, The fst song he ever recorded 
' SoundClotdloote called Volvernon Ot 
Ver, in 2017 — immediataly became a ocal ht 
CCourtz continued dropping music whlo studying 
‘mechanioal engineering in college. Eventually 
ick fouraong EP ‘vernal 
toa record deal with Pitbuls Mr, 305 label, These 
days, over Bic Buys a fan think ho fa hae 
sticking, the the choruses stayin your head the 
tone of his voice” saya Bunny, Courtz says be hos 
jen more instore a he works toa an album, 
rant wo da right he say, wan von 


teezo 
touchdoLun 


werinsr nine 
that grabs you 
bout Toez® 
Touchdown bs 
his look — especially 
when he has get! nae 
In his hae Hie mae 
‘pan everything from 
pop-punk balads to 
antemporay hip-hop 
tevcks Teo’ highly 
Uunorthodax approach 
hes proved tresiibie 
to some of music's biggest names, rom Ter, 
the Creator (who featured him on Cal Mf You 
Go Lot) to Madonna, who posed with him in an 
Instagram photo before the else this yar of 
Teazo debut album, Ended Up Bing Me 
"The 30-year-old Texan croc his father,» Dl 
for intodusing him toasts tke Marvin Gay, 
(Gap Band and, most importantly, Kraftwerk." 
something bout hearing havly concentrated 
stuf fom your dd he say, 
Stil, Teezo8 foundation remains rooted in hip 
hop its defintely prop fist | always say am 
an MC frst Thats why take so much Biden my 
penmanship and my songwriting. anc why take 
So much pede in my individuality. Those are the 
‘wo gelden rules” 20 


Luater from 
your eyes 


EXPERIMENTAL POP” Is probably the most 
suocinct descriptor for Brooklyn duo Water From 
Your Eyes, ut its alto ale bland, which is why 
singer-sengwriter Rachel Brown, 26 lows i 
with ‘dance: punk, quoston mar” and “et rock, 
hvu? Mearhie,instumentalitprosicer Nate Aros 2, 
‘has grown partial to "sandwich roc’, "do cbjocivly know 
that we the sanclwiches, and we ike to rock he says, The 
‘whole conversation i either absurd or bilan much is 
‘Water From Your Eyes’ music, Tho single ‘ale’ features 
yo ike, “One, wo, hve, fer count mountains’; afew 
boars ater they semisronially quote Sting Fe of Gol 
There's nothing about that song tat uy to me 
‘Amos say, You gotta laugh, sowausran 


NOT #OLONO ACO, fritsh gi group 
FLO were tying to perauaco thal 
to drop a wong called Carboard Box 

ts their dabut single The label wanted to try other 

songs ist, but Jora Dougls, 2, Stele Qustesma, 

21. and Rene Downor, 20, collectively ngroed that 

thetvly RAB breakup track was the one. 

it junta thing between Us hea 
Douglas. ‘Whan wo'w allo tha same page, wee 
‘foros tobe.» what the wore?” 

Reckoned wth fnishes Quaresma 

That's exactly the one” aya Doula. "When 
you rut that gut intinct. Kt realy pays off 

‘Cardboard Box’ got more than 34 millon 
Spotiy streams, bulding a fan base for FLO’ 
‘harmonies and nostalgic ealy-00s R&B sounds 
They ist wrapped thee fstevee tour, ar they ve 
‘sarod co-sign from May Et ane Stray. 

‘A they work on their debut album they plan 
to continue fo stand thelr grounds “te very 
Important for everybody o speak up." Quaretma 
sys, Dont let anybody make you eel Ike youre 
beta o va roms 


ne 


Peso plume 


Peso PLUMA Wok» up one marning In Api st 
‘lite sleepy end learned that El all Sola 
— the lovoy-covey sierra collaboration held 
‘topped with the Northern California band 
Eslabon Armado — was the biggest song in the world. The 
tuack shot upto the top of Spetify Global 100, mang hin 
the fest muta Mexicana art to chart hat high An then, 
usta fw wooks ater he di gain, teaming up with the 
ial Argentine hitmakerBizarrap fra feestye that gamered 
‘S2milon views;on YouTube in fve days, and topped the 
‘sme Spolfy chart — proving thot la Bais Sol wae ne 
fluke, “These accomplishments mean so much to me" he 
‘ye “Tm 20 proud that ean wave the Mexican lag up high 
Puma, whose eal name's Hastan Emilio Kabande Lal, 
‘econly 23. He wos born in Guadalajara Mexico, and meved 
to San Antonio; eventually he started writing songs. "My 
‘background has influenced my music so much —its where 
Iigot my mix of sounds he say. His voce, known fort 
lstinet rasp ad to few early projcts that turned heads 
‘wth controversial yes nthe nareo-condo tradition. His 
‘name references his small feather ight stature, and his 
‘rullet hae become hit signstixe. This yor, rine of his song, 
Including major collaborations with Becky G, Natanae! Can, 
and Fuerza Regi leaped onto the Bilboard Het 100. Boom! 
Iva moment he blew up" Bad Bunny says “When that 
happens youtelika, tod you he was coming har!” su. 
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UNG 
miko 


YouNo MiKo 


afternoon before hiking 
‘ff hor fist-over world tour 
in Guatemala ator that 
ight. "ti resting ws much 
1 | can says the Puerto 
Rican att 24, "Ive boon 
0 busy that t west unt 
‘wo days ago that | railed 
"im starting the tour 

Since releasing her EP 
Teap Kit’ in 2022, Miko 
has upended the round 
of Latin tap with bouncy 
‘eacks and incomparable 
Spanglish Ice, Tap 
‘ity’ eared the former 
tattoo att endorsements 
from Bad Bunny and Karl, 
‘ic have both invited her to 
thelr shows in Puerto Reo, 
“Hoel she has 40 much to 
show people, ke she hast 
showed people al her tks 
yet" Bad Bunny ye, 

‘Thenine-s0ng EPs wet 
Ina Puerto Ro strip cl, 
With tin character, Rl 
based on one of Mikok 
fronds,» pole dancer — 
‘ing from dresing room 
to dance Noor, “Everyone 
‘needs friend tke ir, the 
‘met confident wornan | 
now trap kitty” anys Mik, 
rose rel name is Maria 
Victoria Ramiez de Arno, 

ko is ane of very few 
‘open lesbian rappersin 
the urbano cen, which hae 
‘been marked by cecades 
of exclusive boys'chib 
‘camaraderie. But ahe would 
‘never hide who she, 
“Having the courage ta tale 
bouthow I feel and what 
‘actualy ke ie what mabe 
‘ry project so ferent” she 
aye, anceseouasaacn 


ne.vjieans 


IN THE SHORT but exhilarating story of 
[NewJeans, there's one date that stands out 
above all the rest: 22 July 2022, the day they 
‘Went from being unknown teens to one of 
the bueziest groups in the world. “I knew 
that ie would be a date of excitement for the 
rest of my life” says Minji, one of NewJeans’ 
five members, "I was so happy, and nervous, 
{o0." Her fellow member Haerin remembers 
‘waiting for the video for their debut singe, 
‘Attention’, to drop: “AIL we could think 
about was the debut, I remember counting 
down the actual seconds!” 

Since seemingly appearing out of 
nowhere last summer, Minji, Hani, 
Danielle, Haerin and Hyein ~ who are all 
between the ages of 5 and 19 ~ have taken, 
Kpop by storm. Their four-song debut 
EP made them one of last year's fastest 
rising emerging artists, with more than 
83 million global on-demand stream 
according to data from Luuminate, In less 
than a year, they've scored branding deals 
with McDonald's, Levi's and Coca-Cola 
nd that doesn’t even cover the fashion 
bassaclorships with Guee!, Chanel, Louis 

ton anid more, “We say this aot, but I 
really Is hard to believe," Dantelle says In 
inlsh with a big smile. 

In late February, the members have 
gaithered ata studio in Seongsudong. a hip 
Seoul neighbourhood that's transformed 
over the years from an industrial area of 
small factories and auto-body shops to a 
trendy spot full of calés, galleries and 
fashion pop-ups. There are several huge 
NewJeans billboards scattered throughout 
the neighbourhood. Justa block away from 
fone of them, Newheans are there in person, 
ughing and chatting, 

‘Though they're disarmingly down: 
to-carth, NewJeans are part of one of the 
biggest companies in Seoul's entertainment 
Industry. Their label, ADOR can acronym 
for All Doors One Room), isa subsidiary of 
the global powerhouse HYBE Corporation; 
ADOR is led by president Min Hee 
Jin, a veteran of the K-pop industry who 
previously worked with major acts lke Girls? 
Generation, They've worked together to 
build a strong visual concept for Newleans 
that embraces Y2k-era nostalgia, from thelr 
music videos and fashion choices down to 
the fonts used in thelr marketing materials 

‘The day we meet in person happens to 
be the day it’s revealed that their single 
‘Ditto’ has broken the record for the daily 
charts on Melon (essentially the Spotify of 
South Korea), having been at number one 
for 10 consecutive weeks. “Things lke that 
are also just as unbelievable to us: ‘What's 
going on? What just happened?” Danielle 


says. (She and Hannl are both Australian; 
‘Minji, who lived in Canada briefly, 1s also 
fluent in English.) 

‘The surprise release of the ‘Attention’ 
video last summer, with almost no 
advance information about the group, 
‘was unconventional: typically, K-pop. 
labels tease thelr new acts by revealing 
‘members one by one before releasing any 
music, as a way of generating excitement. 
But NewJeans’ strategy worked, The next 
day, 23 July, they released thetr even more 
addietive single ‘Hype Boy’, along with four 
different music videos that told connecting 
stories, and the world finally learned, 
‘NewJeuns' names. 

“Before debuting, our president would 
invite us each Into her home for a meal, 
and there was one time she invited us over 
‘as a group,” Hyein, the youngest member, 
recalls. “She asked us, ‘How would you 


‘want to roll out teasers for your debut?" 1 
think she was curious about what we would 
say. I just said, ‘I think tt would be fun to 
Just have no teaser at all and she sald 
“Oh? That's actually what we're planning 
on doing” 

‘The ‘New Jeans’ EP exceeded 444,000 
pre-orders within four days, setting a new 
record for a debut EP by a Kop girl group 
at the time, This year, they broke thelr own, 
record by almost double that with their 
‘OMG’ EP, which spawned TikTok trends 
that ranged from simple dance-challenge 
videos 10 re-creations of the camcorder 
aesthetic used in the “Ditto’ videos to silly 
‘memes built around the chorus to ‘OMG’. 

When I meet them, we're still a few 
‘months away from the summer 2023 release 
of the group's next mini album, and the 
embers are Just as excited about the new 
‘musicas thelr fans are. 


“Everything about our new songs is.. 
fresh,” Hann says. “Compared to our 
previous releases, this new mint album 
definitely has alot more variety to offer, n not 
Just genre of muse and dance style, but what, 
\we are striving to express anid show to you.” 
She adds: “I think we are stepping into an 
area of musk that hasn't been experimented, 
\ith or tried very often before.” 

‘Amid preparations for the new release, 
‘Minji, Hani, Danlelle, Haerin and Hyein are 
busier than ever, but they have a cute way 
of trying to savour each moment, “There 
were times when we'd bring our Polaroid 
camera, Just because, In the recording 
booth," Dantelle remembers, laughing, "At 
the end of our recording session, 1 would 
take a selfie with the mic just to remember 
that particular recording session.” (Haeri 
who joined in on the fun, recalls, "I also 
ook Polaroid pictures after the recording, 
but it was difficult to find the right angle. 1 
remember taking more than five pletues."> 

Although NewJeans have only been 
ogether officially for about a year, they 
spent considerably longer than that 
preparing and practising together before 
their debut ~ and thelr chemistry (s 
comparable to industry veterans who've 
been together for years. They describe 
thetr group dynamic as a sandwich, and 
while th Joke (and a nod 
to thelr routine of squeezing thelr hands 
{together before each perform hey’ 
Impressively committed to the detals. 

‘Teasing one another, they explain thy 
Hann ts the be nielle, who is always 
smiling and! speaks with such enthuslasm, és 
‘a mix of crunchy and fresh root vegetables 
‘and lettuce; Mint isthe egy: Hacrin isa somt 
avocado; and Hyein, who loves to crack 
Jokes and {s adored as the youngest one by 
her fellow members, isthe ham and cheese. 

While these ingredients might not add 
up toa traditional sandwich, that's OK 
with NewJeans, “We need to have them," 
Minji says. “The sandwich would be lacking 
without these.” 

Its striking the degree to which Minji, 
Hannl, Danielle, Haerin and Hyeln are in sync 
\with one another, You can see iif you watch 
any of their performances, and in person it 
seems lke they can communicate anything 
they want to say with a glance. *If we're 
nervous, We say that through eye contact,” 
“Mingi says. Onstage interactions between the 
members happen to also be a key element 
of NewJeans" signature performance style, 
something that first happened naturally, 
but then becane encouraged by the group's 
performance director. 

With each release outdoing the last, the 


members have got into a rhythm and have 
a routine for going into recording sessions, 
“It's important for us to be really familiar 
with the song,” Hani says, “It’s more 
‘comfortable that way. We try to listen to the 
musica lot together, talk to each other a Tot." 
Danielle adds with a smile, “We also help 
‘each other with things like pronunciation, 
since there are members who are more 
comfortable in certain languages.” 

Ata time when it can seem like 
‘everyone is listening to NewJeans, what 
does Newleans listen to? “I also listen 0 
NewJeans,” Min says with a laugh. They're 
particularly entertained by remixes of thelr 
‘own work: “Earlier in the green room, we 
listened to an R&B remix of “OMG?” Hannt 
says. "A few days ago, we listened to city 
pop remix of Hype Boy’, I's so fun (0 
see those, 

They're even more nto the music on 
their upcoming release, “Although I've 
loved every song we've released 10 date, 
the music on our new mint album is exactly 
the type of music | enjoy," Hani gushes, 
“Being able to call these songs ours makes 
ime feel both ineredibly happy and grateful 

The future holds so much for Minji, 
Hannl, Danielle, Haerin and Hyein, 
the girls themselves are hoping to exc 
‘expectations with each new rele 
sget together In their practice room and 
rewatch past performances for growth and 

provement. “I's easter to see things In 
retrospect," Haerin says. (Minjt jokingly 
‘emphasises that they don’t do this at home, 

“home ts for rest!") 

Looking forward to the rest of the year 
‘with much anticipation, the girls share 
keywords like “unknown”, “emergence” and 

10 man’s land” to describe thelr journey so 
far. While there's a tot that Neveans have 
already accomplished, there's still so much 
that they haven't done yet, ton, "We've come 
along way ina short amount of time, but w 
talk amongst ourselves too, like "We haven'c 
done x, y oF z yet!” Minj says. “There are 
surprisingly. lot 

There are bigger things to look forward 
to, she continues, like an offickal Newjeans 
concert. Although the group is attending, 
Lollapaloova this year and has performed 
at various other shows, they have yet to give 
4 full show themselves. But there are also. 
“small things, like going to an amusement 
park" — the type of things anyone their age 
‘might think about, 

'm really looking forward to things like 
that, and just the entire future ahead of us 
a8 a group,” Minjl adds. “I think i'l be so, 
fun, Everything feels new, which makes it 
exciting day by day” @ 
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bl belt 
eagle scout 


WHEN KATHERINE PAUL thinks back 10 what ngplred 
her album The Land, The Water, Tho Sky, she thinks 
bout Séiéud forested path near the Salish Sea in 
British Columbia and the US state of Washington. The 

vonguritar and mul-natrumentas, who goes by KP and 

‘Scout would often take hikes along 
tho tral, watching the seasons change. That place i really speclal 
tora says KP, 33, who grew up in the Swinomish Indian Tribal 

Community. Black Bet Eagle Scout has won fans with introspective 

songs like the 2018 single Soft Stud; which was featured on the hit 

38 Reservation Dogs, The Lan, The Water, The Shy feta ike 

KP reaching out, creating a more expansive vision for her ban, "This 

"bur is ot about the journey back home,” she sys, “Moving back, 

fan this new phase of being an adult in my homeland 


‘onowino uP IN 
Washington, DC, RAB 
ingor Jaomine Rose 

Wilson, who's known 


ba 
ros 


‘makes you pope! 
your superpower 
In recent yeas, 
hehe carved out a 
Unique lane for herl 
‘working with J. Cole 
and landing a ong in 
Creed Ii." Cole had a 


here for you” he says 
“And he's realy kept hie 
word with that 

‘On er album 

Through and Through, 

| Baby Rose sounds lke 
an artist with limitless 
potential As she pute 
‘hs "Thi is divinely 
‘ligne Menem sonoan 


doechii 
cea ay 
iuatisnee mate 
Rea. 
tepever ofa 
we vatned OK 


right now" asks 
Florida rappet, 24. "No. 
Bitch, | want to make & 
‘great song and | want 
tohave fun, 

Last summary, 
dropped an EP called 
sherenblack biteh 
‘as an introduction 
for those previously 
‘unaware of the Tampa 
‘pltor who pivoted 
from blogging 
fulltime rap career 


‘way ls her musi, with 
confident, ex-positve 
Iytie and party 
tings lke Persuasive 
fd Crazy 

‘On this spring's 
‘Block Boy’ 
swapped out her 
mic pretence to sing 
‘About hood love over 
TLC 'No Serubs’ 
sample, anew direction 
for het, and that’ how 
she ies it “I want to 
Just try everything in 
‘music until get sick of 

nd | want to move on 
to something else, she 
says, Tt could go from 
classical to Afrobeats 
to whatever the hell 
Maybe Iii make a genre, 
‘don't know axone ore 


ry 
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GENTLE BLANKET of clouds covers the sky in Piftones, Puerto Rico, andl after 
lan Antillano excuses herself to take a phone call, [ask if everything is OK. 
Ay no," she says with a resigned halFsmile, “But I can't solve this, 

‘The day before, in a San Juan bar around the corner from at bus stop where a 
family of chickens pecked at the ground, Viana — as her fans know her ~ carefully 
studied the images on the camera in full glam as.a team fussed over her hair, fixed 
her clothes and powdered her face, But today she's lake-back in minitnal makeup and 
a scarf on her halt; Though she doesn’t say what was troubling her on that phone 
call, i's sae to Say she's always wrestling with the kind of everyday problems that 
‘come with life on an island subjected to colonial status. faded poster of Afro-Puet 
Rican luminary Arturo Schomburg hangs on the wall ofthe cultural centre by the 
boardwalk, where a breeze ruffling the palm trees makes the crushing heatwave 
almost pleasant to be in, "Puerto Rico isa really difficult country," she says, "A 
‘thousand things. But i's also very magical.” 

Not that she's dealing with the same difficulties as she used to, exactly, The 
28-year-old rapper has had a whirlwind couple of years, her already meteoric rise 
shooting up into the cosmos a year ago, when she slayed her session with Bizarrap, 
‘an Argentine producer witha keen eye for new talent whose BRP Music Sessions has 
{grown intoa global phenomenon, Vilana’s cutting rhymes and her immaculate flow 
‘over Rza’s trap and electro-house track garnered more than 200 million YouTube 
views and a life-changing amount of attention ~ including from many peop 
{Imagination dl not have room fora Puerto Rican trans gil out-rapping most of the 
‘men taking home all the money and the accolades in. EI Movimiento right now. A 
month alter that freestyle came out, Viana was Bac Bunny's spectal guest at the 
sold-out San Juan kickoff to his recore:breaking Un Verano Sin 71 tour. "Bro, 1 Uke 
Villano’s lyrics a lot,” the superstar says. “I've been listening to Villano for a long 
time." He remembers listening to her music before his 2020 trucktop concert in 
‘New Yorks “1 wats telling the guys, like, “This oes so hard” 

This afternoon, Villans Is just as brazen as she was in Blzarrap’s studio ~ smart, 
quickwitted, her brain working a milea minute and going off on multiple tangents, 
only to tie it all together into eloquent observatlons about life in Puerto Rico. 
A question about what fuels her might lead her to the island's colonial status, 
{o the defunding of its education system, to anger about the ways she his been 
misunderstood, to empathy and compassion for those who 
offers some sharp analysts about the role Christianity has played in the onslaught 
of legislation seeking to dehumunise trans people, and laments the way Puerto 

Rico feels tke a theocracy in a Mimsy disgulse 
ests would have been with me, though 
she adds. 

She has ess clarity when task about her day 
pep abraded olay ~ when she's not off globetrotting for 
golden-age reggaeton, her career, that is. She starts these sentences 
and building the future ‘without finishing, and can't quite figure out 
she wantstosee, one her answer until she lands om a realisation: her 
hottrackatatime life isa wild ride now, but ina sense, always 
BYVERONICA hhas been, “It never was routine, because really 
BAYETTIFLORES {didn’t havea stable life in Puerto Rico before 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY allthis" she says. “It was survival, and figuring 
seen {tout how you could, and ...* She trails of. 

But Idd see my fiends every day.” 

She lights up when she 
her friends, “It's crazy, but 1 haven't felt 
even a fourth as loved, accompanied, and 
appreciated in my totality by a partner or a 
‘man or whatever as I have by the truly genuine 
and unconditional lave my friends give me,” 
she says. “Literally.” To Villana, this is the 
greatest gift of being trans: friendships with 
Women who have made her feel less alone. 
“Meeting other girls who had also felt her pain 


The Puerto Rican 
phenomis out-rapping 


alks about 


Photographed at Bar ! 


LaParroquia in San Juan, 
¢ Puerto Rico, on 4 May 
7 ‘s Pid 
tee 


— who had also been thrown out oftheir homes 
ata young age, who also had to figure out aw: 
to survive in a world that teaches you you're 
‘an ungodly creature, “Maybe we met 10 years 
‘ago, but I know we've been chasing each other 
{or lifetimes," she says, “The connection we feel 
with each other, the things we've been through 
together, how we have prioritised each others’ 
safety and survival. speaks for itsel 

‘These friends are more like sisters to her ~ 
«loving addition to the ive sisters she grew up 
‘with. “We were the problem kids," Villana recalls 
with delight, She's guarded when it comes to 
her family, having gone out of her way to keep 
them out of the spotlight. Bur despite herself, 
she shares tits here and there about all the 
‘ways they have shaped her. Her dad an advocate 
of Puerto Rican independence and listener of 
Jizz and salsa; her mom, a 90s girl who played 
‘Missy Eillott and taught her about cleaning the 
house to Olga Talon. ("Like any Puerto Rican 
‘who respects themselves,” Villana says.) She 
says she got a degree to avold dlsappointing 
her mom, despite her own tepid feelings 
about university. And a mischievous smile 
appears on her face when she talks about the 
sister who Was a relentless companion tn all 
of Villana’s rebellions, who was down bac 
wton ploneer Hector El Father in the 
apturous early days of the gente. 

‘Witnessing the golden age of reggaeton 
‘he complete euphoria on the island around 
the breakthrough of a genre that has since 
it globally appealing, commercially 
successful, and culturally persistent for more 
‘than 20 years ~ isan experience that Villana 

he recalls that time wisttully, 
ning & string of legendary acts who got 
thetr startin the early 00s: Tego Calderon, 
Don Omar, Daddy Yankee, Wisin y Yandel, 
Jowell y Randy, wy Queen ~ a bunch of kids 
‘with rough lives and a dream who became 
superstars, some of whom continue to fill up 
arenas around the world to this day. "Truthfully, 
Lam so grateful to have been there when these 
clases came out,” she says, She breaks out into 
the opening lines ofa quintessential 2006 Hector 
Etather track about phone sexas an alternative 
toa reablfe liaison with agit! who cannot escape 
her parents’ disapproving watch. “You feel 
she says, laughing with delight. “I hold those 
‘memories realy close to my heart.” 

‘That golden-era reggaeton sound is one 
she tapped Into for La Sustancia X, her debut 
album, released last December, A masterclass 
{n resistance, wit, and flow, the album ~ co- 
produced by Villana herself ~ also plays 
‘with grunge guitars and trap beats while 
experimenting with scifi aesthetics, “We imagine 
‘ourselvesin those workdsa lo,” she says. Atsome 
pint, she says, she noticed that all of her queer 
and trans friends were into the same anime. She 
realised that science fiction could serve asa way 


to Imagine worlds in which thelr existence is 
‘easier ess questionable, more permissible, 

‘The album art for La Sustancia X riffs on the 
classic scl- anime Neon Genesis Evangelion, 
conjuring up futuristic queer utopias. 
“Personally, I project mysell a fot into that 
space, because sometimes they make you feel 
like (belng trans} is science fiction," she jokes. In 
these worlds of her creation, Vilana is making 
the future as she imagines it, playing with 
possbilites, “Ido i asiFits already happened 
she says, “because In some ways I've made that 
happen (for myself. 've had moments whe 
through heavy dissociation and a focus on my 
‘most immediate inner circle, I've managed 10 
fee] wholeness, Like, know happiness, too." 

Her Iyries, which juxtapose unapologetic 
hedonism and total feminist revolution, force 
the listener to reckon with her In her total 
humanity ~ an upending of the dominant 

ratives about trans people, And whether she 


\s rapping about the power of pleasure, as she 
does in ‘Hedonismo’ (“Todo los caminos llevan 
«al fesbianismo / El. amor, el sexo, hedontsmo / 
Es poder para mi es lo mismo/Es una trampa es 
tun espejismo”), or casualty dropping, feminist 
analysis of the institution of marriage, as she 
«oes in "Yo Tengo Un Novlo' (Vida de casado 
‘conmigo, quiere tener / Pa'oficalizarto, quiere 
onerto en papel / En ta trampa, ef matrimonio 
7A mi me quiere someter"), she 1s, most 
Importantly to her, feeling. 

“For me, feelings are gasoline,” she tells me, 
talking about her passionate and tmpulsive 
‘emotional landscape. “Like, if 'm not feeling 
‘anything, what am I doing?” 


DESPITE THE CLEAR and purposeful political 
stances in her music ~ whether itis Induding 
audio of protesters saying the names of women 
who were murdered in Puerto Rico's femicide 
cctisis in ‘Mujer’, or her description of Ciscara de 
Coco’ as a song about a future where feminism 


triumphs ~ Villana {s hesitant to describe 
herself as an activist. Activism, she tells me, Is 
loaded with a weight she doesn’t currently feel 
capable of carrying, and frankly, a least in her 
imuisic, she does not want to, She did her time 
protesting on the streets, swallowing pepper 
spray, getting beaten, and running from Puerto 
Rico's notoriously brutal police force, and she 
‘needs to be done with that now. 

“T want to make music about fucking around, 
because feel that people like me deserve to be 
sable to uc around and not think,” she says, But 
{e's not quite that simple, “If you would 
asked me six months ago, I would have told you 
that I deserve to make must like everyone else,” 
she continues, deseribing the ways that cls men 
can simply hop on a track because it has a great 
beat, with no other purpose than having fun and 
souncling good. “Even though I deeply long for 
that’s mot my reality” 

So much of Vilana’s story, 1 gather ~ just 

like the story of her beloved isla del encanto 
{s about constant, unrelenting fear, and the 
‘ways to survive, even make mag, within that 
Her family was ald of her studying art, so 
after trying it for one semester, she switched, 
eventually getting a degree in international 
relations. Members of her family were the 
first to place hurdles in er if asa trans gil 
“Don't stand that way, don’ speak that Way 
but Villana knows that thelr worst behaviour 
always stemmed from the fear of what happens 
‘to women tke her in Puerto Rio, and that 
have always adored her, She is 


she admit 
Vitlana, ike many people who have had 10 
fight for dignity ancl survival, has had to have 

‘an iron grip on her Ife, “I've always been in 

contro, since I managed to snatch it, you feel 

me?" she says. “Once 1 took i in my hands, 1 
haven't let it go, and there hasn't been anyone 
\who wil say no to me." 

‘Whether it sin life or in her artistic choice 
Vitlana has dealt with a set of cireumstances 
designed to take as much agency away from 
her as posstble, and yet she has consistently 
found a way. Just as trans women find ways: 
{o survive in a world helibent on killing them, 
just as Puerto Ricans have managed to make 
the soundtrack to nightlife scenes across the 
lobe for generations when having electricity 
on any given day isn’t exactly guaranteed, 
there is powerful magichhere for those who can 
find a way to harness it, and Vitlana has been 
perfecting all her spells. Villana is worried, 
yes. And life has taught her to be affald of 30 
‘much, But she has got to a place in life where 
she knows a thing or two about her power. 

“Regardless of what they say, the records 
sell” she says. "And the spots ill up. And the 
places are gonna be filled with the girls and 
the gays." @ 
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Coachella Gobi 

Stage this spring 
Elyanna sid a prayer with 
her tam, While her bother 
Feras accompanied her on 
Keyboard, the Palestinian 
Chilean singer visualised 
herself stating ina mule 
video. 

Elyanna, born lian 
Mori, is just 2, but 
she’s already vanturing 
{into uncharted trsitory 


by blending Arabi, Latin, 
snd Western sounds, 
Hailing from Nazareth, she 
Immigrated to Southern 
California with ho family 
at 15 to pursue music. "The 
biggest sacrifice s me 
‘moving here’ sho says 
“Tbut] Hknow this where 
reams come tru0 

During her Coachelo 
set, Eyanna belted out 
fan fovourtes ih Ana 
aha’ which hae 28 rion 
‘lobal streams, according 
to Lurinate data on the 
festivals second weekend, 
ther mentor, Lebanes 
Canadian singer Massari 
Joined her. She incorporated 
Inatruments le the tabla 
snd ote, rd wom the 
sudlence with her dreamy 
tention of Eth Pats 
‘La Vien Rose ted 
ayn Jann Mak I want 
to nteduce anew culture, 
sound, and language,” 
she eays. That st marked 
Srrestone: Elyria was 
the rat atist to perform 
sfulset in Arabi atthe 
{etal For the singer, wae 
moment that ft full 
promise. "Arabic music ean 
cone day be international” 
she ade. "When t comes to 
art, youre fea — and thats 
how felt noua esenaane 


2011, and like countloes teens, shell been listening to Speak Now 
all yar, started the whole music journey as big Taylor Swift 

‘Blackman, 25, says. "There wos thi obtainabityt Is Oh, my God, She got 
ftuccessful by ust wring her own musi 

‘As Swifts Speak Now tour ended, Blackman went 1 a fan meet.and greet 
‘Madison Square Garden, "I gave era flash drive with a song that had written” 
she recalls. "She took me by the shoulders und lochod straight into my soul and 
told me to never stop writing 

"Now, more than a dacade later, Blackman is poised fora breakthrough as one 
‘0 2023 most ditinotv young vngar-songwalters. Her ew EP, Bug a tghtly 
‘composed fivo-song eycle about bad dates and breakups, with verses full of ly 
‘humour and bittersweet ruth. “Writing a good song is ust solving a pal 
‘ays Blackman, who write all of her fries inthe Notes app on her phone, "When 
or! ike ve done it succenoful ts x0 satstying” smoN vemcK EON 


soul glo 


WHEN THEAGGHO-ROCK collective Soul Glo formed in 2014 frontman 
Perce Jorden would jake about the future, "I would be Ike, Yo, if we ploy 
‘Coachella Fm gonna play that shit fucking naked” he says, This year, the 
{09a landing kek used to, sinc the Phil brulsors actully del perform a the 
festival —and Jordan ran around in a discret thong. tallow people to tall me some 
things could never happen he says "it makasit that much better when it does 
In recent years, Soul Glo have grown from a downthe: middle sereamo group into 
tsalblazers ofa nuanced, unpredictable hybrid of hardcore punk. metal, and hip-hop 
With yries about overcoming depression and making sense of racgm in Amesiea. 
‘hei 2022 album Dispora Problems its with funky base, samples of Rob Base and 
DJEZ Rock It Takes Two and fullon horn lines — all while neve taking a break from 
bbuzz-saw guitar ifs, Roling Stone named ithe metal bur of the year 
“Ifyou want to starta band, you should do it Jordan add. “lust doit cause 
you want to understand yourself and be understood." koRY now 
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"would be nowhere without 
iy Black and brown trans 
oer folk he says. That 
community, and the lessons 


frond’ Wve rattumntation 
‘and heen insights on Black 
‘dent, His debut album, 
20208 For My Maro and 
“Anyone Who Looks Like Her 
contained deft yea clsplays 
lke Make a Poet Black, where 
heaps about oyfl hyn 
packed with submis / To 
‘trace fro the fac that 
wihout my kif 

‘One the matt moving 
omens. on Beloved! 
Paracel Jazz i yer, 
Forever a joyful ode to ate 
frond, He released it as part, 
‘of his Kitchen Table Sessions 
YouTube sees, named in 
tebuto to photographer 
Carle Moe Weems! work an 
anit hatslocking to amplify 
within hip-hop, “There's lot 
‘fart that slot of hilary 
community doesnt know 
bout! Dixon says. tim going 
tory to bethe bridge” aa, 


wW71 


tells many stories 


The Great Love campaign is a celebration of the UK's 
diverse LGBTQIA+ community and their stories. 
Find out more at greatcampaign.com 


Nicola Adams OBE, Former 
Professional Boxer & 
Olympic Gold Medalist 


I'm proud that being part of the 
LGBTOIA+ community has allowed 
me to be a role model and to represent 
Winning the MOBO Award for ‘paving 
the way forthe next generation’ 
‘opened my eyes to how much I've 
actually achieved - the UK scene is 

so diverse, 50 welcoming, and it feels 


like I'm part of something big. 
f \~ 


GREAT CT” 


BRITAIN & NORTHERN IRELAND 


JOYFUL 
COMEBACK 
FOR BLUR 


Older, wiser but 
just as brilliant 
with their new 
album The 
Ballad of Darren 


Blur 
The Ballad of Darren 
PARLOPHONE 


tot 


oT HERE Wi 
of Darren, 
recent pre 
hours before Blur played 
thelr frst comeback show 


toa tiny homecoming 
‘rowd in Colchester 


et that we all go 


wain and when 
back together, w 
learnt 


wwe play together, 


NLLUSTRATION BY 
Jordan Carter 


Es 
Reviews Music 


les there right from the get-go, | feel fulfilled 
and blessed.” 

True to the cheese-loving bassis’s word, 
here isan album that captures the very 
‘essence of Blur’ brilliance, but injects it 
with a contemporary twist. Damon Albarn’s 
knack for reflecting on the mundanity of 
‘everyday life remains, but that perspective 
how comes from a man who realises he is 
no longer the cocksure whippersnapper of 
Britpop. This isn’t Blur trying to bottle the 
lightning of their 90s highs, but instead the 
sound of a band that is trying to convey 
\where they find themselves in 2023, 

Suitably then, it begins on a contemplative 
note, "The Ballad’ sees subtle drums being 
plred against Grafham Coxon’s masterfully 
restrained guitar tines for what feels tke 
Albarn reflecting on his storied career and, 
unexpectedly, an overwhelming sense of 
Joss. just looked into my life And all I saw 
was that you're not coming back," comes his 
downbeat opening salvo, 

‘Hur the seriousness doesn las for long. 
1s immediately followed by ‘St Charles 
Square’, which will instantly transport 
listeners back to 1997 with a squalling guitar 
blast reminiscent of ‘Beetleburn’, right before 
Albarn arrives on the scene with a rousing 
“Parklife-esque cry of "OM. I's of litle 
surprise thatthe track has already become a 
mainstay of their comeback shows this year, 

There's similar charm on ‘Barbar’, 
\which bounds along with a warm and 
familiar groove that proves entirely at olds 
with the sadness of ts Iyries: “To talk to you 
‘about what ths Breakup has done 10 me /1 
‘have lost the feeling tha I thought I'd never 
fase," Albarn concedes. 

Sill, not all ofthe album lands with the 
same impact. The restrained melodies and 
oblique lyrics of ‘Russtan Strings’ and "The 
Everglades’ feel, at tlmes, like offeuts of 
AAlbarn’s solo work, The latter, in fairness, 
Is Albarn’s direct tribute (0 the late Leonard 
‘Cohen after he saa mural to the great man 
\while recording early demos in his Montreal 
hotel room, but this doesn't stop the track 
from feeling out of place. 

In contrast, “Goodbye Albert's a 
masterclass in how Blur can find power 
in the slower moments ~ with Graham 
Coxon's distorted yuitar allowing the song to 
establish distinct ethereal soundscapes. 

Similarly, lead single “The Narcissist’ bs 
«brilliantly powerful ode to the dangers of 
unchecked egos nd one ofthe best songs 
they've done in years. 

For the most part, this is an album where 
Blur return older andl wiser, but manage 
Toretain every ounce ofthe charm and. 
musicality that made them such a brilliant 
prospect in the first place. It's joy to have 
them back, mokreuy 
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ASLICE OF LOVE LIFE 


Slick and sleek yet unsurprising are the watchwords for 
Rita Ora’s diary-influenced new album You & 1 


Known for?" has become a 


twas, ofcourse, her BRIT Billion award, which 
music that kickstarted her celebrates artists that have 
career, Astring of number reached over one billion 

fone hits (R.LP:. ‘How We UK streams. That isto say, 


Do (Party)’, and Dj Fresh her mustcal career isn't © 
collaboration ‘Hot Right be sneered at. 

Now’) pre-empted her Her third album You & fis 
2012 debut Ora, which selFdeseribed asa ‘diary of 


‘was followed by additional the last Few years”. Released 
smash singles and 2018's aspart ofa new deal with 
slick, superior follow-up BMG, one where Ora will 
album, Phoenix. Earlier ownallof her own masters, 
this year, Ora received ittells~in Ora’s own words 


~ her “love story”. Depleting 
“the story [wrote whilst 
| was getting married”, i 
spins these moments of her 
relationship over super- 
sleek instrumentals and 
‘neat production, Where 
Phoentxsingle ‘Anywhere’ 
|Wasa glorious cut of wonky 
pop, with Ibizaflecked 
somes guiding i through ts 
briliantly unusual hooks, 
You 8 I takes no chances 
Radio ready offerings lke 
“You Only Love Me' and 
‘Waiting For You’ miss the 
bite of previous releases, 
and.are sandwiched 
‘between sticky ballads, tke 
the forgettable tite track, 
"The record shines 
when i tests the limits: 
UK garage meets Gloria 
Gaynor on the belting 
‘Don’t Think Twice’ 
\hile admirably ehaotle 
lyrics can be found on 
“Unfeel Ie, which depicts 
the overwhelming, 
emotions of new love as 
Ora admits: “Baby how 
dare you mess up my mind 
/1m freaking out, Pm 
‘Sreakinygout, !m freaking 
ut... Meanwhile, 
the weirdly wonderful 
reworking of Fatboy 
Slim’s iconte ‘Praise You, 
titled ‘Praising You’, may 
not trump the original, 
but is wickedly good fun, 
‘Too often, though, 
the tracks wash over 
Yyouas shiny pop songs 
that fall to draw intrigue. 
‘The album is filled with 
universal synth rifis or 
clubby drops that are 
easily digested, yet miss 
the personality of previous 
Ora releases. While musical 
peers are pushing pop's 
boundaries, experimenting 
‘with gente or lyrical 
content, this third album 
sees Rita Ora playing it safe. 
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JUNGLE ERUPTS 
WITH VOLCANO 


[AKE ONE LISTEN to Jung's 
T font tbat eae orl 
Immediately realise why the duo 
— Londoners Josh Loyd Watson and Tom 
MeFarland — have decided to name the record 
afler the most volatile of natural formations, 

Just lke voleanoes, here isa record that proves 
Unpredictable and lable to erupt atany given 
moment, Asa result, i's up there as one of the 
best records Jungle have ever made. 

Atits core, the kaleidoscopic electronle 
production remains, but it's far more rooted. 

i conventional song styles than their previous 
releases, his means that a 70s funk,Soul spirit 
runs through the rousing callto-arms opener ‘Us 
Against the World, while Holding On’ returns to 
the familar dance territory Jungle have occupted for so ong. 

ts also helped by a slew of gues stars who feo ke natural Mts and not just a 
hamfsted attempt to sprinkle some starcuston the record. As wells ulin 
av lifelong dream in getting Roots Manuva fo Work with them on "You Aln’t No 
‘Celebrity’, a verse from Flatbush Zombies producer Erick The Architect allows 
the summery, charming Candie Farm’ to zip along effortlessly, Simllany, the 
meltiuous vocals of Channel res on ‘'e Been In Love’ create the perfect audio 
accompaniment for your last drink poolside as the sun begins (0 set. 

Aslight misire can be found late on in ‘Palm Trees’, which features slightly 
irritating twinkling backgrotnd instrumentals, ut this s just nitpicking it 
we're truly honest 
ft, jungle have made an album that broadens the hortzons of thelr 
‘actin production skills and one that demand to be heard live, And at All Points 
Eastin London's Vitoria Park ater this summer you can do exactly that. wor nau 


BACK TO THE DANCE FLOOR 


HEN GEORGIA released her second album 
Seoking Thrills in January 2020, she offered 
up a defining siren call to the dance 

floor ~ only for communal jubilation to become an 

Impossibility shortly aterwards, 

The record channelled the hedonistic energy of 

the Londoner's killer live performances into a set of 

slick, nostalgia indebted, synth:pop tunes, offering a 

Joyful alternative take on modern dance music 

‘Three years later, Euphoric fils n the rest ofthe night, 
and celebrates the fact that we can flock tothe 
dancefloor once more. It's the perfect soundtrack 
devoted to the smal joys of pre-drinking with pals, 


Weekend founding member Rostam led to the do 


hidden glances and brushing arms witha new Georgia 
partner, and walking home as the bird begin to sing. een 

Having created her fist two records largely solo, eee __ 
there fs added star power on this reeord. A chance DOMINO 
DM from indemand producer and Vampire Joke: 


DELVING DEEP 
WITHHOZIER 


I ‘ith Ring Stone Uk, 
aha isd um = heal 
uence by his escovery 


of Dante's Inferno during the 


RUBYWORKS 
dark days of lockown ~ was 
nota concept album, 


tk 
While that might be the 


case, I's clear that the darker elements ofthat eple tome have 
found their place on ths record. ‘De Selby (Part 1 delivers an 
lng and haunting start, while rocker territory can be 
found on recent single ‘Francesea’, But forall the impact of 
Dante, there are lighter moments that really fly too. The best 
song on the record isthe beautiful ‘Abstract (Psyechopomp)’, 
\hich allows the Wicklow man's powerful vocals to take off 
Elsewhere, ashe pleads “Pd no cholee but to lowe you / the 
arth from a distance closer" on ‘Fist Light’, there are visible 
parallels with Thom Yorke, iilary, leans into 
ethereal instrumentals 
‘On the flip side, ‘First Time’ rather dreary and "Who We 
reach, especkily in the chorus, Likewise, 
“Damage Gets Done’ fails to capitallse on an appearance from 
Brandl Carlile anal feels ike: i 
The record is eclectic tothe extreme, diving in and out of 
soul, funk, je, gospel and rock, Is 16 songs could have easly 
‘been a tight nine or 10, The album cover depleting Hozler 
holding. delicate flower in his mouth while the rest of his face 
{s buried In soll sums it up: there are some fantasti songs here 
‘but you really have to dig to discover them, atcawan 


Horier_ 


Unreal Unearth 


Working together on Euphoric. His hush sounds are evident 


througout, on the the synths for Give It Up For Lave’, 
‘or the earworm hook of ‘Mountain Song’ adding an 
‘loment of earthy grounding to the chibby sounds 
Georg’ tinctive songwriting and powerful vocals 
which drew in fans on Seeking Thrills remain too, just 
drenched in aleldoscopic new sons, The iting 
Jel single ‘t's Buphork a paca to the rsh of new 
lustand love, spins the hook over subtle production 
thats part Screamadetca, part Balearic clase 
“AlNight opens with woory Daft Punk ecked vocal, 
and Give It Up For Love’ perhaps unsurprisinay evokes 
“Ray of ight era Madonna, ven tate eats producer 
Willan Orbit who work! on that record 
fEuphoricis a record that feels deeply: on the 
dizzying Friends Will Never Let You Go’, Georga 
afr finally let go /Now its coming home / 
‘Finally I've accepted what | can be”, the spiralling, 
heart iftng instrumentals mimicking her lyrics 
Aline about giving into lave maybe, but if this s 
Georgi etn go, then the idea of release sounds 
pretty’ cam good, aman ea 
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GIRLS ON TOU 


Joy Ride takes us on a hilarious journey in this comedy 
about four Asian-American women on a trip to China 


aunciy road nip 
Re © 
notlng ne 


this one has a fresh twist 
Its about a group of Ask 
American women ona 
trip to China, And it'salso 
properly, agh-out-loud 
funny. Emily in Pari star 
shley Park takes centre 
stage as Audrey, a woman, 
who was adopted as a 
child by a white couple, 
and who doesn't feel 
particularly connected 
toher Asian roots, She's 
also a successful lawyer 
who's routinely patronised 
by her male colleagues 
and boss, who assume 
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Incorrectly ~ that she 
speaks Mandarin, 

With the promise of 
‘ potential promotion, 

rey heads off (0 

Beljing to meet an 
Important w 
Reasoning that she's 
slightly more conversant 
in Chinese culture, 
her best frend Lolo 
‘Shortcomings’ Sherry 
Cola) comes along for th 
ride, bringing her quirky 

usin Deadleye (Sabrina 
Wu), a pop fanatic who's 
hoping to meet up with 
kindred spirits in China 
Naturally, nothing goes to 
plan, and the trio end up 


k contact 


just/September 2023, 


on a crazy detour trying 
to find Audrey's birth 
‘with plenty of sex 
and drugs along the way, 
‘On paper, the bawdy 
humour sounds pretty 
crass, not to mention 
weird — from Lolo's phallic 
art to.a scene in which 
an accidentally coked-up 
soap actress finds an 
use fora sports massager. 
But this doesn’t just barge 
headlong into full on 
crudity: it 
creating characters for us 
to care about and builds 
inially awkward comic 
scenes into moments of 
helpless hilarity. 


Joy Ride 
‘rannwo fahloy Pak 
‘Sherry Col Sabina Wu, 
Stephan Hea 


Director and co-writer 
Adele Lim does a terrific 
ing this Jolly 
ship, which is produced 
by Superbad’ Seth 
Rogen, who knows a 
thing or two about buddy 
comedies, The cast do 
top job: Parka 
are a great double act 
nd Wa provides regutar 
surreal interludes, Their 
friendship dynamic 
complicates considerably 
When a new git! joins 
the pack in the form of 
famous TV actress Ka 
played by Oscar-nominee 
Stephanie Hsu (Everything 
Everywhere All at Once). 


ee 


animal mall 
with the Joy Ri 


and Loto (Sahay 
Gola) 


As Lolo becomes Jealous: 
of Kat's friendship with 
Audrey, this recalls the 
rivalry of Kristen Wilg and 
Rose Byrne’s characters, 
in Bridesmaids 
Although it has is own 
ribald identity, joy Ride 
mons the spirit of 
Bridesmaids in several 
respects, as celebrates 
the bond between women 
pathising with 
their insecurities. The 
film also has something to 
about race, adoption, 


gender blas and our 


changing culture ~ and it 
does so with a tight touch 
and a knowing wink, 
Not every minute of 
Joy Ride works; and not 
‘everyone will be won 
ver by its more extreme 
‘moments. But if you run 
with it i's an absolute 
bast, and does exactly 
‘what it says on the tin. 
Enjoy the ride 
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TRANS LIVES THROUGH A LENS 


BLACK TRANS SEX WORKERS tll ail inthis 
revealing American documentary that won big 
dance Film Festival. vans director 
filmed ras, intimate interviews 
Dominique Siver: ¥ with Daniella Carter, Dominique Silver, Koko Dia 
Lijah Mtchot Doll and Liyah Mitchel, who areal forthright 
aweoreey J and rank about the highs and lows of thet 
MEP". smith | occupation, The lows are many: the threat of 
Violence and murder isa constant theme, and 
ballet ‘, ‘one that Is particularly poignant following the 
fatal shooting of Koko Da Dol erler this year 
Inthe face of danger, the women’ gallows humour wins through, 
They also revel in witty retelling of encounters with cients, from 
the dicey tothe delighifl, Thelr obse 
fascinating when it comes to the identity and behaviour of thelr 
cllents, who are apparently typically macho-acting Black men W 
ma keep their desire for trans women very private, lew of these me 
THEARTOFROCK'N'ROLLCOVERS —scwrassitacseiemseomerarteet 
documentary. But the star Interviewees remain the sex workers, 
‘who are celebrated tn all thelr defiant glory, Kokomo Ciy ta 
PINK FLOYD, Le! Zeppelin, Peter Gabriel patently low-budget film but, like Its subjects, It makes the most of 
‘Squaring The and Paul MeCarmey are just a few of the ‘What it's got, and It does so with guts and 


srAtnINe atthe 
Daniela Carter |p, Smith 


Sheela The Story Y any ons who hive Worked withthe Bish 
design sudo Hpgoss, Ther high-concept 
HM pow, bum covers helped to define several eras, 
Metuscortey, [oftock-and they wera sftsbyrebetious 


Roger, J yo as ths tsciating documentary shows 
concrete" 8° Fabry To’ Powel reels the rot of his 
OE encorsjn J dstincty unconvarioal busines With Storm 
" Thorgersn, ina time when LSD opened minds 
Lahahelelal but also created divisions between friends, 
Pos rank an funny wien talking bout 
a seemingly lawless me tn the 7s, ad he's Jlned by a eres of 
stay talking heads, including McCartney, Roger Waters, Rober 
d Noel Gallagher. What merges sa porta of Incredibly tented 
thancers whose sks - moaly~ pall of, and Whose creative work 
helped bands mike the History books. Tres also a mention fr Rolin 
Stone magazine, aparently «key moment in Hippos ise to fae. 
This isthe first documentary directed by Anton Cori and its 
juntas involving asi feature hms, which ince Contr, the 2007 pre 
Story ofjoy Dwision. Its not necessary exhaustive, bu I's very angie 
entertaining, and ofcourse ~ ich in vin inepration ar ano 


nt 


BLACK TO CHARM A NEW GENERATION 


BELIEVE IT OR NOF, i's 20 years since Jack fs 


blasted his way onto the 
blasted his way omtOthe or pock 


big screen as a rockin’ school teacher, so whut better excuse to revisit 


this moment in cultural history? Richard Linklaters 2003 comedy has fer. 


spawned a musical, a book and a TV series, and the original is now 
briefly back i cinemas to celebrate its anniversary. And with Its PG 
certificate, i’ a rock'n'roll film you can actually take your kids to. 

An uproarious Black stars as Dewey Finn, a recently fired guitarist 
‘who, desperate for work, poses as.a substitute teacher and forms a band. 
andl a bond — with his young students. I's an upbeat, uplifting tribute 
to the power of music and the joy of connection and rebellion, with amusing 
Sead] supporting turns from Joan Cusack, Sarah silverman and Mike White. Let's stick to 

GAM the man! eserreuscrannasner 
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pital, with dream-pop musician 
Unit and sculptor Ronaldo 


ft Lee clothing all the way from 1889 
leecom 
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WHAT WE WANT AND 
WHAT WE NEED 


E> - 


Bina Mand Ayda styles, have been 
ven a Barbie makeover with 


stot ie he fi ego, t 
don't mention Christopher Nolan 
around Barbie! 

Kipling.com 


Finger on the pule 
Bris att and designer Saumuel 


Founder ofS 
WALLA, Ross is ending his 
creative perspective to Beats! new 
products and packaging with a 
facun om sustainable materiale and 


fashion forward designs 
and fin collaborations 
Ins muse to our ears, 
‘beatsbyrecom 


1m the 80s, 


tye graph 


and retro computer game text, Pati 
standouts are the denim pieces with 
ne gues, as Wella uber-eute 
aborts, cropped Pahirs and even boxers and 
swimming trunks. We're ready to eat up the whole 
collection Available oni and at Diquared2 stores 


SSCer eT eeen nb 
eet 1 


Courtintheact 
Glorgio Armani ape realy 
ting into the swing of 
ngs with eri June 
hey It Cn 
year of the Giorgio Armani 


fettng thele pre-¥in 
ras game Be cued at 
touenamentTh 

and bal 


ivy, As wel he 
pup showcased 
Giorgia Armani 


which works well witht 
brands ready to'Went 
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125 years 
of world 
travel 


Style 


casectosco 
Aloft) Rowoon 
atthe launch; 
(below) Every 
Cate Tolle A 
Story 


Rimowa’s history to pore over, For Gen Z, the 
of Instagrammable content and ik:Tokkable set-ups, such 
as an interactive luggage ticker wall, and even the ‘Pierre 
Cadault’eabin case trom Emily in Paris which caused 

afc to Rimowa's website to skyrocket when it was on 
the cult Netflix show, There are also nods to Rimowa 
products appearing in films, including the briefcase rom 
2011's Mission: Impossible - Ghost Protocol. 

Rarely seen privately owned cases from the likes of 
Patti Smith and universally adored former tennis player 
Roger Federer are on display too. Elsewhere, tailored 


'splenty 


bespoke tems such as the Poker Ataché with premium aaron 
poker set, anda ease for Stradivari vos demonstrate eaves 
the luxury luggage company’s range and attention to erlahy 
deta Finally, peces from Rimow ipoend 
‘with brands like Dior and Ol White abe tothe 
ation an! knack fr partnering with the most Fur 
electric fashion names, Rimowa are known for thelr cau 
craftsmanship, so ts no surprise the deta ca 
originality on show inthe exhibition. tis truly a Cote 
feast forthe eyes personal 


Set 808 wil be in NVC rw 817 ptember 242, China at heen of 
22%, and Cologne, Germany, spring 205 rimows.com 


FAVOURITE THI 


a 


Fromthe Rimowa chive: cate soaciy | Taiwanese singer on ets penonalcase AN MUTaNtcaRO ue bythe Bothoven | Ble Els rave wssanial revesad in 
“Sestoned fr oang wn “ ‘Greater Bonn rr ersonl case 
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Piece by piece 


Layering is key when bridging the gap 
between the seasons, and ths is central 

to Colmar’s Autumn/Winter 23 collection. 
Part of its outerwear that ticks the boxes 

for design, practicality and ecotriendliness. 
Prioritsing function as well as style, the coats 
«and Jackets come with pockets and are packable, 
ith some so space-efficient that they can fit 
Inside a handbag, Meshed fabrics dd comfort and 
breathability, while the use of materials that are as 
sustainable as possible ~ including recycled fabrics 
~ fulfils Colmar’ aim to avoid waste, Rounding. 
‘out the range are Bermuda shorts, sweats and tees 
made from high-performance fibres and sustainable 
‘materials. Choose from neutral hues of green, 
ochre, beige and rust, brighter pinks oF classic 
blues and black. 

‘vlonarcom 


Style 


fo 
School's out 


Walk tall while adding a bold, retro 
feel to your wardrobe with a chunky, 
stompy shoe that rakes its cue from 
the 90s, Clarks’ Torbill style fs a model 
example of a trend that transports 

us back to more carefree days. Made 
from responsibly sourced leather, 

the Torhill echoes the curves and 
contours of Clarks’ Iconic Wallabee 
shoe while adding a chunky, ribbed 


r 
outsole fora strong statement, Pick 
‘up palrand take style inspo from the 


likes of influencer Olivia Hirst, who 
ets full marks for acing that nostalgia 
vibe with a look that takes us right 
back to school 

‘Womer’s Tar een white, 110 


clarks.cosk = 
4 | 
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They think it’s all over, and it 
is now. Bar the shouting. 
Good news, though, as 
Jaguar's F-Type sports car 
reaches the end of the line, 
there is a lot of V8-based 


shouting.. 
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not over-keen on 
anything definitively 
final, Cup Finals aside 
(though, as 9 West 
Ham fan, ve seen 
‘only two won in 43 
years, so even that’s 
hare to be sure about), 


I'm great at hellos but 
dreadful at goodbyes, 


cried all the way 
through "Your Song 
at Elton’ ast ever 
London performance 
When | realised the 
soundtrack of my fe 
Was truly atthe end 
ofthe Yellow Brick 
Road, and become 
dreadfully morose 
moet New Year's Eves, 
What’ to celebrate 
about something 
being over? 

That Itexisted in 
the first place, isthe 
response from our 
friends at Jaguar, 
confronting me with 
the allnew but soon: 
to-be-gone Jaguar 
Fetype 75. Marking 
three-quarters of a 
century of Jaguar 
sports cars, it also 
denotes the end of 
the line for Jaguar V8 


pettol power and 
for the foreseeable 
future anyway — both 
the F-Type itself and 
a sports car format 
bearing the famed 
leaper insignia, Come 
2024, wall soe the 
first of a new range 
of all-electric, notably 
elevated Jaguars, 
In four-seater Gran 
Turismo guise 
targeting Bentley and 
Aston Martin, and so 
this diminutive but 
is to be done and 
dusted, 
Its, for crying 
out loud, the final 
Jaguar V8 sports car, 
‘And maybe the final 
Jaguar sports car. 
My own fragility 
around such things 
notwithstanding, 


| take jn the low, 
lithe, fluid forme 
that marked former 
Jaguar design chiet 
lan Callums high 
watermark, sat 
before me in the 
South of France 
sunshine outside 
the Maybourne 
Riviera hotel, 

sister to London's 
Clariclge’s, The 
F-type Convertible 
is enrobed in a dark 
Giola Green created 
Uniquely for this 
concluding chapter, 
which is beautifully 
complemented by 
striking tan leather in 
the interior. 

The more elegant 
Coupé is in the 
attest of matt 
black finishes, the 
evening light thereby 


‘extinguished along 
its flanks to render 
its three-dimensional 
form a sifhoustto. its 
fabulous, albeit an 
extra £10k of paint 
finish fabulous, 
Bofore climbing 
aboard either 
though, fret knee! 
atthe altar of their 
predecessors sat 
close by — a 1959 
Jaguar X120 and the 
first E-Type roadster, 
as seen on the 1961 
Geneva Motor Show 
stand, are precious 
artefacts lifted from 
Jaguar's own heritage 
collection. And by 
“kneal at the altar, | 
mean ‘hop aboard 
forarun along 
the corniche from 
Menton towards Cap 
Ferrat in the old- 


quick stats 


TORQUE 
o-6oMPH 
TorsPEED 
©0, 

x 
PRICE 


stagers, fora (literal 
‘and figurative) sunset 
‘moment from the 
‘bucket list return 
for dinnor dewy-oyed 
Like I said, Ym just not 
good at adious, 

Having awoken 
toan uninterrupted 
Mediterranean view 
ingreen and blue, 
{t's go time, First 
up isthe F-Type 75 
convertible, open 
beneath azure skies 
and since Monaco 
‘son the doorstep, 
Why wouldn't you 
head off tolap the 
‘most famous street 
circuit in the world? 
Twice or three times. 
With the sports 
exhaust valves open, 
crackling and buzzing 
at every lift off 
Absolutely thrilling, 
‘even at 10 per cent 
of the speeds the Ft 
boys manage. Youd 
imagine the locals to 
be tired of it all, But 
not remotely ~ | spy 
hundreds of camera 
phones held aloft as 
we fire by. 

Then to the Darth 
Vader's helmet that is 
‘our flat black F-Type 
R75 Coups. It looks 


and fools reassuringly 
expensive, betiting 
of the shcfigure price 
tag that adorns the 
topstlight R model 
packing 575 horses, 
There'sa monster 
within, though at 

first acquaintance 
It's reassuringly 
accessible, 00, The 
cabin is snug but 
accommodating, 
smelling of fine 
leather, ancl the 
controls are light and 
positive. But away into 
the hills and the car 

Is alive around and 
beneath you. Growls 
become rumbles, 
rumbles turn to roars 
and at full chat there's 
fa bellow that starts up, 
front and exits the tail 
ata evel that would 
trouble the gods. It's 
utterly glorious. And 
we'll miss it when its 
gone. 

Which is where 
ame in. | get it | 
know, understand 
and completely 
accept the need 
for zer0-emissions 
transport. I've been 
driving an all-electric 
Jaguar I-Pace of 
my own these past 


three years, charged 
on renewables. But 
as akid—acar 
enthusiast even 
then —I had a zero- 
emissions Jag in 
the form of a blue, 
E-Type pedal car. And 
while my brother and 
Hoved it dearly, what 
wo both ultimately 
Wanted was the real 
car —a noisy one, 
the one that smelled 
of leather, oll anc 
petrol, And for two 
glorious spring days 
in Jaguar's company, 
| gotto ive that 
childhood dream and 
then some, 

For Jaguar, it's 
the end of an era, 
Though new-gen Jag 
details are scant, 
there's no doubt a 
revolution Is coming, 

But laok at the care 
pictured here. Imagine 
them alive with al 
of the colour, the 
sound and the tactilty 
‘of an interaction 
with a mechanical 
masterpiece. I's @ 
hard thing to let go 
of, and I may not yet 
be ready. Im not so 
good at goodbyes, 
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Last9 
eWord 


Pelle . 
Almaqvist 


The Hives’ lead singer on whether 
rock'n'roll keeps you buzzing, on-stage 
antics and why hornets don't faze him 


You recently said that rock'n'roll think about it way too litle 
Isa"perpotual teenager”. Does because | feel invincible and 
rock'n'roll keep you young? certain point, 'm gonna realise 
Yeah, in a way I think it does. that I'm gonna dle soon ancl fall 
Since we toured with the Rolling apart. I should probably think 
Stones, I've seen them differently about it more, but then again, you 
because they're slightly older only have so many hours In the 
than my parents, but they do day. Whatever I'm doing now is 
Jook younger. And Iggy Pop hot coming with terms wit 

I about the same age as my pretending it won't happ 

I think, There's definitely the way most of us desl with it, My 
out rock'n'roll being grandmother died recently at 96, 
the fountain of youth, As long inthe last year of her lie, t 
as you don't dle at 27, you. think she realised that no one else 
make it for quite a while. Our was there anymore. {think it's 
shows involve a lot of ea \weird realisation, but one 


than thinking about i through 
numbing job that you hate, The What's the most chaotic gig 
\would {age you by 10 extra years. you've ever played? 

Do youthinkrock'rall will There have been too many to 
over die? mention. {guess falling off tage, 
Wel, ock'n oll has the landing on my head and geting 
distinction of being the only concussion in Switzerland was 
musical form that peopletalk one thing; then another time 
about dyingallthe me. Like,no where Iumped off the drum ki 
one’s ever said chamber pop is and destroyed the lighting rg 0 
ead or Dixieland jazzis dead, the whole stage was black. Oh 
There area lot of other musical my God, there was the time too 
forms that are way more dead —_when we played in Spain with 
than rock'n'roll There was a the whole festival connected to 
fectng that was there before they one power outlet, Something 
‘even called irock'nvvol (think was always giving out First, the 


it’s, ike, a basic human urge that’s PA gave out, and then the back 
somewhere In between something. line, and then the lighting rig for 
sexual, something destructive and ands across the festival. You also 
something euphoric. [think that see all kinds of weird stuff in the 


feeling was there with teenagers crowd, too. 
Inthe fucking Roman timesand in Is there any advice you'd give to 
the Stone Age! your younger self? 

‘Thenew albums called The I guess it wouldn't have been 
Death of Randy Fitrsimmons. the end of the world if we had 
‘Are you scared of dying? taken a short break for a while, 
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“There's definitely 


something 


about rock'n'roll being the 


fountain of youth” 


We've been at it constantly and 
never had a proper break, There 
have been years when we do 
fewer shows and stuff, but we're 
never actually taking a break and 
thinking about the other things 
We could be doing with our lives, 
mean, the pandemic kind of 
did that to us anyway and made 
us realise how much we missed 
being in the house. So that was 
Hood. But I think we could have 
done that earlier. 

I don't know what to cal it, 
I guess it’s a work ethic, but we 
Ihave a sense of duty in our band 
‘where everybody wants to do 
‘everything all the time. You know, 
it wouldn't have been the worst 


thing in the world if we had done a 
Dit less of some things. 

‘Other than that, there's a whole 
bbunch of people we shouldn't have 
hired and there's some people we 
should have hired! 

Finally, you're the frontman 

of The Hives. But how much 
would we have to pay you 

to get up close with some 

hornets without the necessary 
protection? 

Tmean, I'm pretty rch, but fd do 
{fora milion pounds. I'm kind of 
Into it, actually, Does Rolling Stone 
UK have a milion pounds? I think 
fd be quite cool, and money well 
spent from you guys! [think i'd be 
very cool. moxreur 


SLINGS 


Arde GINS 


Inspired by its spa town heritage and enjoyed around the world, Slingsby premium gin 
is crafted with pure spring water and real fruits to create the finest, award-winning 
British gin. With initial floral hints of violet, followed by notes of rich blackberry 
jam, Slingsby's Blackberry Gin is a bright, fruity and refreshing spirit. 


Bottling the beautiful and restorative nature of Harrogate 
for you to experience with every sip. 


SLINGSB' 


50m Sling 
25m freshly squee 


Add the Blackberry Gin, lemon jalee ant 
toa cocktail shaker and shake with ice until chilled. 
into an old fashion rocks 


facebook.conylingysocal ———_spitharrgate cok @alingsbysoeat 
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